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made againſt the Biſhop of Sarum's Expoſition by the 


A” Introduffion, giving an Account of the Complaint 


Clergy of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, Pag. 1. 
The Complaint conſiſting of Three Heads, : p. 6. 
The firſt Head of Complaint conſider' d, viz. That the ſaid 
Book tends to introduce ſuch a Latitude and Diverſit 
of Opinions, as the Articles were fram d to avoid, 5p. 8. 
The Moderation of the Church of England. in framing the Ar- 
ticles, rightly ſtated, and ſhewn not to conſiſt in the La- 
titude propoſed in the Expoſition, pP: Jr. 


Ile ſecond Head of Complaint conſidered, viz. That there 


are many Paſlages in the Expoſition, which appear to 
be contrary to. the true meaning of the Articles, p. 39. 
and contrary to other receiv'd Doctrines of our Church, 


ime Paſſages in the Preface fit to Be more particularly confi 
dered in the nature of an Appendix to the foregoing Diſ- 


% 


| "ha | pP 1 46. | 
The third Head of Complaint confidered, viz. That there 
are ſome things in the ſaid Book which ſeem to be of 


dangerous Conſequence.ta-the Church of gland as'by 
. Laweftabliſhd, and to derogate from the Honour of its 
Reformation, . RC . 
The Honour of the Reformation vindicated, by clearing, it 
of the- Defetts,impured.: ta it, „ 


bu. Divines wrongfully charged with ſubſcribing ſome Are + 
ticles in a different Senſe from that wherein they appre» 
bend them to have been penn d, p. 98. 


hy 


The CONTENTS. 


The Archbiſhops and Biſhops being faid to have approvd of 
the Expoſition, ſhewn to be improbable ; and that there 
muſt be ſome Miſtake therein. p. 90. 

The many Differences in point of Religion between the F. 

ftabliſhd Church and the Diſſenters, ſhewn to be of thing; 

of far greater moment than at the end of the Preface 
. "ſuggeſted to be of Forms of Government and Worſhip, and 
„things in their own nature indifferent, p. 95. 


The Reader is defared to correct theſe few Faults 
committed in the Preſs. 5 


9 22, line 19. other hand, read one hand : and fo again, p. 28.1. 33. p. 4. 
I. 34. Or, read Our. p. 42. I. 17. read critical. p. 63. I. 1. dele 3. - p.7, 
I. 13. Hiſtorion's, read Hiſtorian s. p · 75. l. 32. p. 56. read p. 5, 6. p. 61.1.6 
regular, r. regularly, p. 86.1. 4. Books, r. Book. p. 90+ 1. 21. thirry, t. thirty. Ge 


be | 


Prefatory Diſcourſe 


TO AN = 


OF THE 


Biſhop of Sarums 
| EXPOSITION 


ON THE 
Thirty Nine Articles, &C. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HERE hath not perhaps been any thing of late 
Years publiſhd in Divinity, that hath longer 
continud to be the Common Topick of Dif- 
courſe, or hath given greater Offence to the 

Generality of the Clergy, than a late Book, Entitnled An 

Expoſition of the 39 Articles of the Church of England, by 

Giltert Biſhop of Sarum. 

There was indeed a Pamphlet in King Charles the Se- 
cond's Reign, called Naked Truth, that made a great deal 
of Noiſe for a while, becauſe it was ſuppos'd to be written 
by a Biſhop, with whoſe Station and Character the Scope 
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INTRUDUCTION. 

and Deſign of it did very ill agree; which was to under. 
mine the Church, throw down its Walls, and lay all o. 
pen. What was principally aim d at, and zealouſly con- 
tended for, was, Liberty of Thought and Opinion, ſcarce 
allowing it to be ſit to tie Men up to any fort of Doctrine 
by Creeds or Subſeriptions; much leſs to confine Men 
to any particular Conſtitution, be it that of Epiſcopacy, or 
any other. whatſoever. 8 
Though this was very viſible, 1 View taken of 
the Whole , yet were the ſeveral Parts of it fo drawn 
up, and put together, that a great deal of it could not 
but be allow'd to be true, and Orthodox, fo as to be 
very well lik d by the unwary Reader: Nor was it eaſie 
for thoſe that read it with Care, preſently to point out by 
way of Specialties, very many down-right falſe Aſſertions, 
or Expreſſions ; Which, -when taken by themſelves, could 
be either charged with Hereſie, or be ſaid to be in any 
Reſpect, notoriouſly obnoxious ; and yet the Alarm it 


gave, and the many Anſyers it receiv'd, plainly ſhew'd 
of how great Concern it was thought to be to the Eſte» 
bliſh'd Church, that the World ſhould be acquainted with 
the dangerous Conſequences of a Deſign ſo deeply, and 
artificially laid. 5 ne wp Ds TC rs RE, ; 2 
Whatever Proſpect the Author of that Book might 
have at the time he publiſh'd it, the Oppoſition, which 
the Project of a Compreheuſion ſcored out in it, met with 
— that time, quaſhd all Hopes of it during that 
en. n 
Tas upon the late Reyolution, ſome People imagining 
that mighty Alterations in the Church, were intended to 
be made in Canvocation Amo 1689, it was re-printed, 
and ſome other Pamphlets: publiſh'd, to the ſame Effet: 
After which, all ending at that time, in a Toleration (as 
what the Generality of Diſſenters ſeem'd well fatisfy'd 
with) Things once more, as to Religion, are known to 
have continu'd quiet ſeveral Years, and might, in all 
kkelihood, ſtill have ſo done, had there not been too great 
an Occaſion given for freſh Alarms and Jealouties, 5 a 
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INTRODUCTION. pe 
Revival of the Old Exploded Project, and a. New Contr® - © Þ® 
vance ſet on foot, to bring it to paſs, under the ſpecious . 
Pretence of doing the Church of England an extraordinary 
piece of Service; and this by one, who in reaſon, ſhould 
have been the laſt thought of for ſuch an Undertaking ; it 
being a thing particularly new, and fit to be obſervd, that 
a Perſon of Learning, and one that is ſuppos d to under - 
ſtand the World very well, ſhall have happen'd to make ſo 
odd a Turn in it, fo much out of the common Road of 
other People, as to have oppos'd in one Reign (as he did 
in a Reply to Naked Truth) what he ſeconds and promotes 
in another : Nay, what is more, when he neither was a 
Biſhop, nor indeed was ſo much as thought to be one-of us, 
or little more than as a Stander by, or a Neuter, he wrote 
for Epiſcopacy : And now, that he hath taken the Order upon 
him, and is plac'd in one of the moſt Eminent Stations of 
the Hierarchy, he is found to carry it with Coolneſs and 
Indifference to his own Order, and with an even Hand, at 1 
leaſt, to diflerent Conſtitutions, and Parties: Though this -- - mm 
be a thing altogether unaccountable, yet this is the Caſe _ ll 
of my Lord Biſhop of Sarum, in expounding the Articles 
of the Church of England in ſuch manner as he hath done. 
His Lordſhip has been pleaſed to draw ſuch a Scheme for 
Latitude in Opinion (even in things determin'd by the Ar- 
ticles) and hath given an Account ſo particularly New, 
not only of the Articles themſelves, but of the nature of 
Subſcribing to them, as if ſuffer d to paſs without being 
gainſaid, or refuted, might be apt in a while to render 
the Obligation to ſubſcribe them, altogether inſignificant, 
ſo as to be no fort of Barrier againſt any Adverſary what ⸗ 
ſoever; which conſequently would more - effetually 
open a way to Comprehenſios than any thing that hath 
Jet been thoaght-of © fe =2 55 7 * eaS eior 
Such a Deſign as this, to be uſher'd into the World wich 
ſo much Pomp and Noiſe, not only the Name of a very 
great Prelate, ſet in the Front of it, and an Epiſtle Dedi- 
catory to the King, bur in the Preface, faid to be the 
Product of many Years'Study, and to have had the 1 | 
| 4 1 
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FF | INTRODUCTION. 
5 of Corrections and Amendments, and the Approbation at 
laſt of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and many Learn'd Divines. 

- This were almoſt enough to make a Man diſtruſt his own 
Sepſes, conſidering the great Deference the Engliſh Cler- 
gy are upon all Occaſions known to pay their Metropolitans | 

And Biſhops. Such a new Scene of Things were enough to 

ſtartle many of them, and make them turn over all their 
paſt Studies, and look back to ſee whether they have not 
hitherto been miſtaken in their firſt Principles, as well in 

Divinity as in Morality ; that is, as well with reſpect to the 
common · receiv'd Senſe of the Articles, as the known Du - 

ty of a Subſcriber as to his dealing ſincerely with his Supe- 

riours, who impoſe the Subſcription ' in ſubſcribing accord- 
ing to the Natural and Uſual Import of the Words, with- | 
out any ſuch far-fetch'd Equivocations, or mental Reſer- 
- vations, as may ſoon render all Subſcriptions, Declarations, 
and Oaths, of ſo little Uſe, as to be no ſort of Security to 
—, . : 
When a Great and Learned Prelate ſhall avowedly have 
publiſhd a Reverſe to the uſual Notion we have of ſub- 
{cribing ex animo, and at the ſame time put new Conſtru- 
ctions upon ſeveral of our Articles, tho the Generality of 
the Clergy might through Modeſty, be ſilent for a while, 
and out of a profound Reſpect to the Station and Chara- | 
cter of the Author, content themſelves with declaring to 
one another their Diſſike of ſo ill a deſign d Book, yet at 
the ſame time it could not but make them be the more 
ſenſible of the Want of Frequent Convocations, wherein 
they may with the more Decency upon all ſuch Occaſions, 
utter their Reſentment in a Regular Way, whenever they 
apprehend the Church to have Wrong done her, by any 
Innovations, or Projects of the like kind. And hence it 15, 
and not out of any private Animoſities or Deſigns, that 
ſome have ſo earneſtly contended for the Rights of the 
Lower Houſe of Convecation, to the end that they may not 
come to be interrupted in n of any thing 
within their Sphere, wherein the Welfare of the Church is 
concern d: And thoſe who have conſider d this mat- 
8 | 19 75 


ter very well, cannot but think that ſuch an Expoſiti- 
on of the Articles ſet forth with ſo great a Shew of pub- 
lick Approbation and Authority, is of as great Concern to 
the Church, as almoſt any thing that has been pub- 
liſhed ſince the Articles were fram'd : foraſmuch as perhaps 


the very Orthodoxy of a Religion does not more depend 


upon the Words themſelves, wherein an Opinion or Belief 


is declared, than it does upon the Senſe thoſe Words are 
made to bear, if any ſuch Senſe be declared in ſuch man- 


ner as to ſeem to be Authentick ; and if the Senſe deli- 


ver d varies from the known Doctrine and Practice of the 
Church, it is in effect to frame new Articles of Religion, 


and bids fair for putting the Reformation upon a new foot, 
or at leaſt does change the Boundaries, and alters the 
Terms of Communion. | 


* 


No ſooner therefore were the Clergy of the Lower 
Houſe of Convocation in any ſort of Condition to take 


this Matter into Conſideration, but a very great Majority 


were found to. concur in the Opinion, that they ought. 


not to let ſlip that their firſt Opportunity of expreſſing 
their Zeal for the Eftabliſh'd Religion, and for the keep- 


ing things upon their Ancient Foundation: And though - 


the Character of the Author of this Book, and the Re- 
ſpect due to a Biſhop, and a Member of the Upper 


Houſe of Convocation of the ſame Province, might make 


them move the more warily, leſt a ſeeming Precipitancy 


might look like treſpaſſing upon the Rules of Deceney 


and Good Manners , yet they could not but apprehend 
themſelves to lye under an indiſpenſible Obligation of 
doing their utmoſt to reſcue the Articles from any falſe 
Gloſles or Interpretations, that ſhould at any time happen 
to be put upon them, inconſiſtent with, or in any de- 
gree repugnant to what appears to have been all along 


the Senſe of the Church; it being well known, that 


the Articles were originally the proper Acts of Convo- 
cation, and conſequently as they naturally fall within 
their Cognizance, and cannot be ſuppos d to be ſubject to 
ay private Interpretation, ſo it does belong to them in a 

more 
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INTRODUCTION. 

more eſpecial manner, to watch over them, and by 

their Care and Prudence to guard them from Violence: 
This was what mov'd them to take my Lord of Sarum's 
Expoſition of the Articles into Confideration, and after 
mature Deliberation, and ſuch Methods obſerv'd as 
are uſual in Caſes of Moment, whatever Difficulties 
ſome few might ſeem to labour under, upon the Account 
of the Author: And as they were Strangers both to the 
Book and to the Deſign of it, upon a Recital of ſeveral 
Paſſages, and the Book it ſelf laid before the Houſe, it 
was tound to be the general Opinion, That an Humble 
Repreſentation of this Matter ought to be laid before the 
Moſt Reverend his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop, and the 
Right Reverend his Comprovincials ; which as we find in 
the Narrative of the Proceedings of the Lower Houſe, | 
P. 58. was done with all the Expreſſions of Reſpect and 
Duty imaginable, humbly praying their Lordſhips Opinion 
therein: What they chiefly complain'd of, being firſt 
for Brevity's ſake, reducd to the Three following 
Heads; and which were laid before his Grace and their 
 Lordfſhips accordingly. 


1 Ther rbs ſaid Book tends to intredace ſuch n Latitide | 
and Diverſity of Opinions as the Articles were framd | 
to avoid. n 7 5 


II. That there are many Paſſages. in the Expoſition, 
which appear to them to be contrary to the true 
Meaning of them, and to other receiv d Dofrines of 
our Church, | | 


III. That there are ſome things in the ſaid Book, which 
feem to be of dangerous Conſequence to the Church of 
England as by Law eftablilt d, und to derogate from 
' the Honour of its Reformation. ; 


. And now, that the World may not think that this 
Charge (if it may be ſo call d without Offence) is 8 
I _ «ls, 


INTRODUCTION. 


les, or that any part of it does want for Proof, but ra- 
ther, that the Learned Author himſelf, may be more ſen- 
ſible than perhaps he is, how much his Book ſtands in 
_ need of Amendments : Thoſe that were more immedi- 
ately engag'd in drawing up the Complaint, have thought 
themſelves oblig'd to give their Reaſons for it, and en- 
deavour to make it out to the ſatisfaction of others, to be 
juſt, hoping what they do herein, may at leaſt have this 
Effect, that what his Lordſhip promiſes in his Preface; he 
will accordingly perform, viz. That if in ſuch Variety ſome 
important Matters are forgotten, and if others are miſtaken, 
le will be ſo far from reckoning it an Injury to have thoſe diſ- 
cover d, that he will gladly receive any Advices of that kind; 
le will confider them carefully, and make the beſt uſe of them 
he can for the undeceiving of others, as ſoon as he is con- 
vinced that he has miſ-led them, V 
That this his Lordſhip is very capable of doing, no one 
doubts, he can ſet things in their true Light, and ſet them off 
to as good Advantage as any one whatſoever, if he is not 
unhappily in the wrong himſelf: And though, notwith-- 
ſtanding the Chriſtian Humility and Patience he ſpeaks 
of in his Preface (which are Qualities to be highly e- 
ſteem'd in all, and in a moſt eſpecial manner needful in 
1 Biſhop) it is poſſible, through the Frailty of Humane 
Nature, his Lordſhip may think it beneath him to have re- 
gard to the Judgment of any ſingle or private Perſon 
whatſoever, yet it is to be hoped he will not take it ill, 
that ſuch a Body of Men, in a thing which fo proper- 
ly lies before them, ſhall have taken upon them to offer- 
their Opinion to the Archbiſhop and Biſhops.in Synod, in- 
ſuch manner as they did, as the moſt Regular and De- 
cent Method they could think of in, fo extraordinary a 
| Caſe, and at the ſame time allow it to be but fit in their 
own Vindication, to give the World ſome Satisfaction 
von what Grounds and Motives they have proceeded ſo 
far, and to ſhew, that ſo great a Complaint made a- 
gainſt his Lordſhip's Expoſition of the Articles, was — 
With: 


ND OO Ee TITTY 


ee enough to juſtifie the Conduct of the Clergy in Convo- 


The Firſt Head of Complaint conſider d. | 


without juſt Cauſe; or otherwiſe, than as there lay a ſort 
of Neceſſity upon them to do as they have done, leſt the 
paſſing it over in ſilence, might by ſome be interpreted a 


a degree at leaſt of Approbation and Aſſent. 


RI his bo folly 65. 2he- Cafe would nar... and ous. 
perhaps may expect, ſo as to point out all the obnoxious 


Paſſages and Suggeſtions, to be met with up and down 
under every particular Article, would require a Volume e- 


qual in Bulk to the Expoſition it ſelf, and conſequently, 


if called for, muſt be a Work of time. But from this cur- 
ſory View taken of the Whole in the following Sheets, 
with a particular Regard had to the general Deſign of 
it, in the way of Introduction only to a more particular 
Examination of it, if need be, any common Reader will 


cation herein. 1 | Os 94+ 
What is for the preſent chiefly propos'd, is to keep with- 
in the compaſs of the three Heads of Complaint, the firſt 
whereof is againſt the general Deſign of the Book as it 
tends to introduce ſuch a Latitude and Diverſity of Opinions 
as the Articles themſelves were fram'd to avoid.  _ 
To make this the more obvious, it will be needful firſt 
to conſider the Deſign of the Church in framing the Arti · 
cles, what Benefit was propoſed, or what Inconvenience” 
was intended to be avoided thereby; and then, Secondly, 
the Scope and Deſign of the Expoſition muſt be ſo far 
look'd into as to diſcover what it - chiefly. points at, what 
fort of Latitude is labour d therein; and whether it be not 
ſuch as is inconſiſtent with the Deſign of the Church in fra 
ming the Articles. JV 
Firſt, As to the Deſign of the Church in framing the Ar- 
ticles, though it is not to be doubted but that - > were 
fram'd for ſeveral good. Ends and purpoſes, yet the only 
thing mention d in the Title of them, as the thing chief 
aim d at, is to avoid Diverſities of Opinions, qud to eſtablib 
Conſent touching True Religion. It was not, e ſo much 
for the Satisfaction of other Reformed Churches . 
| ws that 


ro 


The Fuſt Head of Complaint confided, 
"that the Articles were made as for the Benefit of Unity 
and Peace at home. True it it is, that ſome of the Re- 
formed Churches abroad, upon their firſt ſetling and 
modelling themſelves, and in oppoſition to the Corrup- 
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tions of the Church of Rome, did judge it proper to Ul 
make their particular Confeſſions; as that of Ausburg i 
firſt, and then Bafl, and Saxony, &c. in which they fol- 1 1 
low'd the Example of the Primitive Catholick Biſhops, 5 | i 
- who at their firſt Elevation to their Epiſcopal Thrones, _ 
gave as well in behalf of themſelves, as of thoſe commit · 1198 
ted to their Care, a Summary of the Religion they profeſs d, _- mY 
the better to maintain Communion and Fellowſhip: with all 18 
neighbouring Biſhops and Churches. And tho fomething 1 
of this kind might be intended by thoſe that compil d our _— 
Articles, and ſome regard in the framing them might be had 1 
to other Reformed Churches, whom they deſir d to hold = 
à good Correſpondence with; yet, as it is not to be ima - 1 
gin d, that they ſhould have their Eye more upon others 1 


than upon themſelves (as my Lord of Sarum is pleas d 
to ſappoſe them ſometimes to have had) ſo neither is there 
ſo much as any notice taken in the Title of any thin 
of this kind , but all is levetd at the Unanimity and 
Peace to be ſecur d in the 'firſt place at home, that all 
who are Members of this particular Church, may be ſure 
to be of one Mind, ſo far as concerns not only Fundamen- 
tals, and the known Articles of Faith, but even in all ne- 
ceſſary Doctrines, with reſpect to the Diſcipline and 
good Government of the Society, to the which they 
belong ; the Head and Founder whereof is known to be a 
God of Order; mot the Author of Confuſion, but of 
A | 23 1 | 


u Now, as the moſt effectual Way of: compaſſing this ſo 


f much wiſh'd for General Agreement in Principles, as well 
75 zs Uniformity in Worſhip in a Church, is to take care 
i | that thoſe . whoſe Buſineſs it is to inſtruct others, ſhall be = 
he ſure to be firſt very well agreed among themſelves; fo _., 7 
5 due care accordingly is taken, I Proviſion made; that _ 


all fuch efpecially as look towards tlie Miniſtry, ſhall be = 
n „ trained if 


— — 


trained up in the ſame Notions of things, and generally 


- ſhouldever come to be diſputed. 


The Firſt Head of Complaint conſider d. 


ſpeaking, in the ſame Schools and Univerſities; and be- 
fore they are admitted into Holy Orders, they are not 
only under their Hands to declare to the World, as well 


as to the Biſhop that admits them, that this is their Senſe. 
of things, and what they do from their Hearts very wil- 


lingly ſubſcribe to; but leaſt they ſhould miſ-lead others 
hereafter, by not rightly underſtanding what they ſet their 


- Hands to, they are to be examind in thoſe very Articles 


of Religion, to the which they ſubſcribe ; and they muſt 


be able to ſhew how well they underſtand them, by prov- 


ing them from Scripture ( as they are all of them very 
capable of being proved.) After all which, if Men will be 


ſincere, and deſign to be Honeſt and true to that Promiſe iſ 
. Which is imply d in ſubſcribing, v/z. to adhere to the Do- 


ctrine conrain'd in thoſe Articles, a more efteual Courſe 
than this cannot be thought of by a Church, whereby t 


avoid Niverſities of Opinions, and to ſtabliſh Conſent touching 


true Religion. If Men will in any reaſonable depree of 
Chriſtian Submiſſion hearken to their Teachers, and 
thoſe Teachers keep to what they have under their 
Hands declared to be their Opinion and Belief in all 


Points of Moment fit to be taught; there can be lit - 
tle or no room left for any material Difagreement in 
the Doctrine of ſo well a governd and &ltabliſhd 


Church. | 8 1 FS 

Thus the Laity as well as the Clergy, are in ſome mea- 
{ure taken care of by the Church in framing the Articles, 
and a due Regard had to the avoiding Diverſity of Opinions 
in all her Children in general : But as to the Clergy, and 
ſuch as are by Law requir'd to ſubſcribe the Articles, ſuch 


particular Care is taken as to them, as one: would not 


think it poſſible that the Obligation they lie under to 


be of one mind as to whatever is determin'd in the Articles 
True it is, that upon ſome extraordinary Occaſions the 
Security requir d by the Civil Power, by Declarations, En- 
gapements and Oaths, hath ſometimes upon * es of 
„ tate 


; 
© - a r YT WY” CO RT OI nts a CO 1 . ̃ ¶ X ¾ͤ HRIrLee 


2 


_— — 


— EE EEE - : 
A " 8 n PPP ˙ w SE EE 3 * * * 1 —— 
* * - 9 5 15 5 ** * * — * OL. * 
4 
% 


W * 
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State-Policy,been ſuch as to imply a Latitude intended by the 


Impoſers, the better to pleaſe and take in Men of different 8 


Parties and Perſwaſions: But, as this is leſs proper to be done 
in Matters of Religion, ſo it is undoubtedly a great Miſtake 
to imagine that our Church intended any ſuch thing as a 
double Meaning in framing the Articles. Had they been 
fram'd with a on to take in Variety of Secs, and 
Men of different Parties, to make the better Shew and 


{well up our Communion to ſo much the greater Num- 


ber, they might indeed properly enough have been term'd 


Articles of Union and Comprehenſion ; but the Title they 
now bear, muſt have been left out, which plainly con- 
tradicts all Deſigns of that kind, unleſs to avoid diverfity 


of Opinions be the ſame as to encourage them, and the way 


to /tabliſh Conſent touching true Religion, is to allow Men 
to diſſent from one another as much as ever, and continue 
to be of different Minds as to the very things wherein it 


is propos d they ſhould agree. If we do but read the Title 
of the Articles, this matter cannot but be very plain, the 
Words are theſe: | . ö 
Articles whereupon it was agreed by the Archbiſhop and 
Biſhops, and the whole Clergy, & c. for the avoid- 

ing of the Diverſities of Opinions, and for the ſtabliſh- 

ing of Conſent touching True Religion, &c. ” 


The Deſign of the Church is expreſly declar'd to be, that 
ſuch as ſubſcribe to the Articles, ſhoulc agree in the things 
therein contain d. It muſt be confeſs d that there may 
happen to be ſome Obſcurity or Ambiguity in the molt 
exact and beſt compos'd Declarations of Doctrines and O- 
piaions; and every Subſcriber may not have the ſame In- 
ght into the true Meaning and full Import of every Ex- 
preſſion; and ſo fai ſome Scope there may ſeem to be for 
lome little varying from one another : But the Deſign of 


the Church: being declar'd to have been to avoid diverſity 


of Opinions, it could not but be the Deſign of the Compi- 


lers as much as in them lay, to avoid all ſuch Obſcurity 


and Ambiguity ; ſo that if any Scope be left for diverſity of 


Opi- ; 
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The Fyſt Head of Complaint conſider d. 
ewe it is but by Accident: Some for want of due 
Knowledge may happen to have different Sentiments of the 
Things that are ſtated in the Articles, but it cannot have 
been the Deſign of the Church that it ſhould be fo, but the 

contrary. 5 e Nog 

; And if ever it be poſſible to avoid Obſcurity and Ambi- 

guity, there was as much care taken in the Caſe before us 

as can well be deſired; for though no ſingle Perfon can be 

ſo ſecure of his Stile, or pretend to be ſo great a Maſter of 

Expreſſion as to be ſure to render himſelf intelligible to all 
alike, or make his Words carry the ſame Senſe to all that 

read them, yet when ſo many of known Abilities (all of 
them ſuppoſed to be Men of Integrity and Maſters of 
Language) ſhall make it their Buſineſs to draw up the Sub- 
ſtance of the Doctrine of the Church to the which they 

7 and reduce it to Articles which are to be by way 

of Teſt upon Men, whereby to know whether they are of 

the ſame Communion or not; It is not eaſie to ſuppoſe they 

could fo far fall ſhort of their Deſign, as to leave Men as 

much at liberty as before, and what they have fram d fall ſo 

ſhort of its deſign as to take little or no hold of the Subſcriber. 

[ I!his is ſo far from having been the Caſe, that to the 
K Honour of the Compilers of our Articles, it muſt be ac 
5 knowledg'd, that for the ſevenſcore Years laſt paſt, ſince 

the Publication of them, they have prevented Diverfity 

55 Opinion in the Church to that degree, that little or no 

W 


— 


ſpute hath hitherto been about the different Senſes the 
Words may in common and unforc'd Conſtruction be made 
to bear. All have look d upon the Articles as a fort of Text 
or Standard of Doctrine, from which ſuch as have fubſcri- 
bed, have not hitherto thought themſel ves at liberty to de. 
part: Some Learning may have been employ d about the 
meaning of Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell, but it is the Clauſe 
in the Creed, and not the Article, hath been the Subject 
matter of it; as we take it for granted that the one means 
the ſame as the other, and neither more nor leſs. Some o- 
ther Inſtances there may be of the like kind, and pet 
1t cannot be ſaid that this is owing to Mens taking 
1 | upon 
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upon them to put different Senſes upon the Articles; but | 


there being ſome diſputable Points not determin'd in the 


Articles wherein Men happen to differ, ſome, the better 
to give countenance to their private Opinions, will needs 


draw the Articles to their fide, and endeavour to fix thi 


upon the Articles which in truth do not belong to 


them, as will be ſhewn more at large by and by. ö 
In the mean time there is this to be ſaid, that over atid 


above the great Care taken in wording the Articles, ſo as 


to avoid, as much as is poſſible, all Obſcurity or Ambi- 
guity of Expreſſion ; that which ill confines Men To 
much more to the true Senſe of the Church, and excludes 


All pretences to ſuch Latitude, as cannot but end in Diver- 

ſity of Opinions inſtead of avoiding it, is the having many 
Helps whereby to underſtand the Articles as we ought, 
without preſuming to put-our own Senſe upon them, and 


make them ſpeak what Language we pleaſe. The Articles 
no doubt, as well as other Compoſitions, notwithſtanding 
all the care that hath been taken about them, might be lia- 
ble to many different Interpretations, ſince even the Scti- 


ptures themſelves are fo : But that which makes it not ve- 


ry eaſie for a diligent Enquirer to be at any great loſs as to- 
the true Senſe of our Articles, is our having ſo many ſtan- 


ding Expoſitors and Interpreters of them provided by the 
Church it ſelf ; all which do ſpeak its Senſe, and are of 


the ſame Authority as the very Articles themſelves. If any 


thing in the Articles may ſeem to carry a double Meaning, 


or may be faid to be obſcure, we have the Homilies, the 
Lirurgy, the Rubrick, the Canons; we have the uninter-- 
rupted Practice of the Church, and the Writings of the 
many Learned Divines our Church hath been bleſs d- 


with for Sevenſcore Years and upwards, by way of 


fure Conveyance of what may be called Tradition: 


All theſe Helps we have whereby to be aſcertain'd of 

the true Import of the Articles, inſomuch as to make it ard 
for any one to plead Ignorance in any thing material; ſo 
effeQually hath the Church provided againſt Diverfity. of 
Opinions in thoſe who are admitted to the Miniſtry, and are 


qualify'd thereto, by ſubſcribing to the Articles; there be- 


— 


— 


ing, 
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The ; Firſt Head of Complaint confoler'd. 


* iag nothing more plain, than that the Deſign of the Church 


in framing the Articles, and ſuiting them to her known e- 
ſtabliſh d Boctrines, was, that all her Children ſhould agree 
in ſuch neceſſary Points of Religion as ſhe hath thought fit 

to put together for the more eaſie Information and Inſtru- 
ction of all ſuch as pretend to be of her Communion : 
And whoever goes about to fruſtrate the Deſign of the 
Church herein by encouraging Men to ſubſcribe to theſe 
Articles, and yet continue to be of different Opinions in 
the very Points therein determin'd, and ſufficiently made 
known to be the meaning of the Church, cannot but be 
truly {aid to endeavour 70 introduce a Latitude of Opinion 
which the Articles were fram'd to avoid: And whether my 
Lord of Sarums Expoſition of the Articles doth tend this 
way, is the next thing to be conſider'd. _ — 

Were any one to fit down and conſider with himſelf, and 
| Nudy which way he might moſt effectually difappoint the 
Church, and fruſtrate its Deſign of avoiding Diverſities of 
Opinions in ſome material Points in Religion, could any 
thing be thought of more effectual in ſuch a Caſe, than to 
find out a Way of encouraging ſuch a Latitude of Con- 


ſcience as well as of Opinion; as notwithſtanding Mens 


ſubſcribing ſo many Articles, ſtill to be of as many Minds, 
and as different from one another as ever, and conſequent- 
ly not by their Judgment be reſtrain'd from inſtilling into o- 
thers ſuch Notions as are directly oppoſite to the common 
receiv d Doctrines of the Church; and even in things of fo 
great moment as not to be left undetermin d by the Church, 
but ſuch as are ſtated and ſetled in the Articles to the which 
they have ſubſcrib d? | - Gs 

A Project of this nature might well enough have be- 
come ſome complaining Diſſenter: It might be natural e- 
nough for ſuch as ſuffer by their not ſubſcribing to the Ar- 
ticles, to expreſs their Reſentment, that ſo many able Prea- 


chers. (as Mr. Baxter us d to expreſs it) ſhould by this means 


be excluded the Service of the Church, and then labour 
ſome ſuch way for the bringing them in: But this is what 
does not become a Biſhop, whoſe Buſineſs it is upon many 

| = Oc 
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entruſted with the Care of it by the Chur cg. 
Agd, yet ſo it is, that a very great Biſhop: inſtead of 
ſeconding the Deſign of the Churcli in compiling the Ar- 
| ticles, thinks fit to expound them in ſuch a manner, and 
introduces his Expoſition with ſuch a ſort of Preface and 
Preliminaries, as to make it very practicable and natural 
for Men of different Opinions, as to the very things 
determin d in the Articles to make no difficulty of Sub- 
{cribing : Whatever the Church may have declar'd to be. 
her Meaning be it never ſo obvious any other way, if it 
happens not to be ſo fully expreſs'd in the Words of the 
Article but that they may be made to bear a double gram- 
matical Senſe, whatever may have been done in the way 
of Explanation any other way, though never ſo authen- 
tically it matters not, my Lord of Sarum hath enter'd no. 
Proviſo of any ſort in laying down his Scheme for La- 
titude; but if the Words of the Article will bear it, or if 
2 Man be but Grammarian good enough, as in his own: 
Opinion, to make them bear it, he may ſubſcribe in his 
own Senſe, and be an honeſt Man, and a good Church-- 
man, and all ſhake hands and be Friends. EY 
That this is not to carry the Matter further than his: 
Lordſhip. deſigns it, will appear from a due and faithful 
recourſe had to his own Words, in Page 8. of the / NT R O- 
DUCTION, where the Scene is laid for Latitude; and we are 
there in plain Terms told how far his Lordſhip would have it 
be made to reach. The Words are theſe. — a» Article being 
conceiv'd in ſuch general Words that it can admit of different. 
literal and grammatical Senſes, even when. the Senſes given 
are plainly contrary one to another, both ſides may (abſerite the 
Article with a good Conſcience and without any Equi vocat ion. 
Io make this the more ſenſible, 1 ſhall give an Inſtance of 
it in an Article, concerning which there is no Diſpute at preſent... 
Ihe Third Article concerning Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell, is 
capable of three different Senſes, and all the three are both 
literal and grammatical. The firſt is, that Chriſt deſcended: 
rally into Hell and preach'd to the Spirits there in priſon: 


— A; 


Occaſions to exact the Subſcription of others, as being 


6 The Fiſt Head of Complaint confider'd. = 
I ſecond Senſe of which this Article is capable, is 
that by Hell is meant the Grave, according to the Significa- 
tion tbe Original Word in the Hebrew — 4A third 
Senſe is, that by Hell, according to the Signification of the 
Greek Word, is to be meant the Place or Region of Spirits 
ſeparated from their Bodies, &c. All theſe three Senſes dif- 
fer "very. much from one another, and yet they are all Senſes 
that ate literal and grammatical; ſo that in which of theſe 
ſoever a Man conceives the Article he may ſubſcribe it, and 
he does no ways prevaricate in fo doing: If Men would there- 
fore underſtand all the other Articles in the ſame largeneſs | 
and with the ſame Equity, there would not be that Occafin 
gives for unjuſt Cenſure that there hath been. ' 
The Words of the Article which my Lord of Sarum fays 
may be ſubſcrib'd in any of the three foregoing Senſes 
and not prevaricate, are theſe. As Chꝛiſt dy d foꝛ us and 
— fo alſo it is to be believed that he went down 
This is the whole third Article; the Words indeed are 
few, but yet one would think they are ſufficient to exclude 
1 one of my Lord of Sarum's Grammatical Senſes at leaſt, ſo 
. as by Hell not to mean being buried, when it is ſoplainly 
| ſaid, that as Chaiſt dy d and was buried (which is the fame 
as being laid into a Grave) fo alſo it is tu be believed that 
he went downinto Hell. The Bithop's ſecond Grammatical 
Senſe makes Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell and being buried 
to be the fame, but this cannot be unleſs we will ſuppoſe 
that the Meaning of the Church may be, that as Chri/ 
dyed and was buried, ſo alſo it is to be believ'd thathe ws 
| buried again; and yet according to this Grammmatical 
LE Sesnſe of the Words, upon the Account of Hell {6merimes 
| ſignifying no more than the Grave, my Lord of Saum b 
of Opinion, that if a Man ſubſcribes the Article, and means 
no more by it than ſo, it is what he may juſtify ; e 


'F daes mo way prevaricate in ſo doing, are his Lordſhips 
is Such a Liberty as this, which in effect is to make the 
q Article either ſpeak Nonſenſe, or ſignify juſt nothing Fr 
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all, is the Meaſure of Latitude my Lord of Sarum ptopo 
ſes to be us d in ſubſcribing to all the reſt of the lr. 
ticles; and could he perſwade others to be of his ming Wo! 
herein, it is hard to fuppoſe an Article to be ſo very ex- f 
preſs, as not to be capable of being perverted and made to in 
ſignifie ſomewhat or other, which is very wide of the 
true Senſe of the Church; and leave room enough for e- 1 
very one to enjoy their own Opinions as much as ever, i 
notwithſtanding their Subſcribing to the Articles. If we 
are neither bound to conſider what the Church in all -like- 
lihood intended, nor look any further than to ſubſcribe 
in ſuch a Senſe, as according to true Grammar, the Words 
will bear ; no one need deſire greater Scope than thus, 
whereby toevade the Force of Subſcriptions, Declarations, 
and Engagements : No ſort of Security can be had by 
theſe uſual means of knowing Mens Minds : Nothing ſhall 
hold a Man that can come up to theſe Meaſures : And yet 
this is what my Lord of Sarum very plainly makes to be 
the Standard of his Latitude, with reſpect to all the Arti- 
cles. His Words are theſe: ¶ Men would underſtand all 
the other Articles in the ſame Largeneſs, and with the ſame 
Equity, there would not be that Occaſion given for unjuſt Cen- 
lure that there has been. 

What his Lordſhip means by Unjuſt Cenſure, which he 

zs ſo defirous to avoid, is not eaſie to ſay, unleſs he refers to 
an Objection he has thought fit to ſtart in the Beginning of 
the Introduction, againſt ſuch a Number of Articles as 
we are there ſaid to have. I. may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange 
to fee ſuch a Collection of Tenets made the Standard of the 
Doctrine of a Church that is deſervedly valu d for her Mode- 
ration, & c. This Difficulty my Lord of Sarum takes ef- 
teftual care to remove, by ſo ordering the matter that our 
having ſuch a Collection of Tenets to be ſubſcrib d to, ſhall 
be only reckon'd as .2 thing of courſe; and Men may 
be of as many different Opinions as ever, notwithſtanding 
ſuch their Subſcription. | 5 


3 That 


de Firſt Head of Complaint conſider d. 
That this is no forc'd Conſequence at all, but the natu- 
ral Reſult of my Lord of Sarum's Largeneſs and Equity, 
will ſoon appear, if we do but deſcend to ſome Particu- 
lars: Nor need we to look out any further than as my 


Lord of Sarum himſelf will be found to make uſe of his 


own Scheme in expounding ſeveral of the Articles : though 
one would think the Church did propoſe fome ſort of Ad- 


vantage by framing the Articles, and did intend to ſhut 


out ſome ſort of People from the Miniſtry by ſo ſtrictly 
requiring them to be ſo often ſubſerib'd by way of Bar- 
rier againſt ill principld Men; yet were my Lord of 
Sarum to preſide in a Court of Equity upon this occaſion, 
the following Inſtances will ſhew how eaſie it would be 
for Variety of Sectaries, and Men of unorthodox Princi- 


ples, to qualifie themſelves for the Miniſtry by ſubſcribing 


our Articles. 


The very uſe my Lord of Sarum makes of his own 


Rule, will ſufficiently lay open the Abſurdity of it (pardon 
the Expreſſion, the lInconvenience it may at leaſt be call'd) 
_ mult needs attend fo great a Liberty. As now for in- 
ance. T Rs. 
How far a Man may think himſelf at liberty to queſtion 
the Authority of good part of the Canonical Scripture, 
notwithſtanding his having ſubſcrib'd the 6th Article, may 
be fit to be conſider d. In which Article there is this 
Clauſe : In the Name of the Holy Scripture we do under- 
fand thoſe Canonical Books of the Old and New Teſtament , 
of whoſe Authority was never any Doubt in the Church. 
Theſe Words, if we look no further, and take this part 
of the Article by it ſelf, without connecting it to what 
- follows, will very eaſily bear ſuch a Grammatical Senſe, 


as to exclude feveral of the Epiſtles from being Scripture; 


and at the fame time will very fully juſtiſie what his 
Lordſhip hath been often blam'd for, in calling into que- 
ſtion, and in effect rejecting the Authenticalneſs of a 1 ext 
in S. Jobus firlt Epiſtle, c. 5.7. which the Socinians and U- 
nitarians would very gladly get rid of, viz. There are Three 


that bear record in Heaven, &c. It muſt be confeſs d, that | 


this 


my eq os os. oc .. 


me Bolt Head of Complaint con- d 
this Text has been controverted ; there hath been Doubt 


made of it in the Church; my Lord of Sarum who is a { 
Biſhop of the Church, has doubted of it before now, and 


hath ſignify d as much in Print, ſo as to ſeem to bring it 
within the Words of the Article: But as the Uſe made of it 
in our Liturgy ſhews that the Church it: ſelf does not que- 
ſtion the Canonicalneſs of it (whatever here and there 


one, in his own private Judgment may think - himſelf at 


liberty to do,) ſo is there in the ſame 6th Article enough 


ſaid to reſcue it, and all thoſe Epiſtles, from being exclu- 
ded the Authority and Denomination of Scripture, which 
may for a while have been queſtion'd by ſome. That 


which ſufficiently- explains the Rule laid down, as to what 


is to be eſteem'd Canonical Scripture, is this, that the 


very Books of the Old Teſtament receiv'd by our Church 


are named, and then follows this general Clauſe : 4 
the Books of the New Teſtament, as they are commonly re- 


ceiv 


whoever has a Bible to look into, will according to this 
Article, know whether the Text my Lord of Sarum hath 


ſo * mean an Opinion of, ought tobe receiv'd as Scripture * . E 
or not. If thus one part of an Article may be allow'd to f 4*: 


explain another, my Lord of Sarums Liberty is not more 
to be defended in queſtioning the Validity of the Text, than 
in putting a wrong Conſtruction upon the Word Hel 
in the Third Article: the Advantage he takes of the 
known Ambiguity of the Word He/, as he finds it at the 
End of the Article, will not juſtifie his not looking back to 
the connecting Term of /o a//o, which plainly points out 
ſomething more to be believ'd, than that Chriſt was dead 
and buried, or laid into a Grave. | 

The 8th Article obliges us to believe the Three Creeds 
made uſe of in our Church. The Words are theſe ; The 
thꝛee Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius Creed, and that which 
is commonly called the a poſtles Creed,ought thtoughly to be 
received and believed; toꝛ they may be pzov'd by moſt certain 
Warrants of holy Scripture. Such as have a good hand ar 


a upon 


d, we do receive and account them Canonical. Thus, 


putting tar-tetch'd Conſtructions, and Grammatical Senſes 


xp 
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upon Words, will tell you, that the Foundation of our be- 
eving and receiving theſe Creeds being but upon the Sup. 
poſition of their being warranted by Holy Scripture; and 
that being given as the Reaſon of it, a Man may himſelf 
beſt judge whether they are fo to be prov'd from Scripture 
or not, and believe them accordingly ; it being a known Rule, 
that a Church as well as a private Perſon, may happen to 
miſtake in matter of fact; and fo far as any thing 


that is enacted is built upon a wrong Suppoſition, fo far 


at leaſt in Eguity it falls ſhort of being obligatory. 

That this may not be thought to be an overſtraining the 
uſe that may be made of my Lord of Sarum's Latitude, 
nothing leſs than this can excuſe his Way of e 


the Article before us: The Article may call this Nice Creed, 


and the other At hauaſius Creed, if the Church thinks fit; 


but inſtead of giving any Reaſon why they may well e⸗- 
nouguh be ſo called, his Lordſhip makes it his Buſineſs to 


prove both the one and the other to be of much later date, 
and conſequently that the Church was miſtaken, and that 
they neither of them were what they are ſaid to be. The 


next thing he does by way of Expoſition, is to ſtrip all the 


three Creeds of any Pretence they may be thought to 


have from Antiquity, or the Authority of Councils; that 


they may not be thought to have any thing that looks like 
Claim to any degree of Authority more than barely as they 
have Scripture on their ſide to ſupport them, be it their hav- 
ing been received by the Catholick Church for ſo many a. 
ges, or any thing elle ; all Pretences of this kind, his Lordſhip. 


either endeavours to refute, or leflen, or make nothing of. 


His Opinion of the Apoſtle's Creed it ſelf (though he owns 
it to be beyond diſpute above Twelve Hundred Years. old, 
and he might ſafely own a great deal more) his Remark up- 
on it is this, That it was ſo late, that neither this nor the l- 
ther Creeds have any Anthority upon their own account. And 
again, Ve receive thoſe Creeds not for their own ſakes, nor fur 
25 fake of thoſe that prepared them, but for the ſake of the 
Doctrine that is contained in them, becauſe we believe that the 


Doctrine which they declare is contained in the Scriptures —- 


© theres 
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therefore we do receive them. That for this reaſon chiefly - | 
it is, that we receive them and believe them is true; hut 1 
this ought not to be excluſive of all other Collateral Mo- {1 
tives to Belief ; foraſmuch at it brings the Creeds upon the | 
level with any good Book, which has good ſtore ab pr ifs 1 
from Scripture to warrant the Subſtance of it; and where 
we apprehend that either the one or the other is wanting 
of ſuch Proof, ſo far, according to my Lord of Sarum, our 
Obligation to believe either the one or the other, ceaſes 
notwithſtanding our Subſcription. ö 
That a Scene is laid for ſuch a Latitude in ſubſeribing 
the next Ten Articles, as is inconſiſtent with the Deſign of 
the Church in framing them, is very plain; for that his 
Lordſhip takes occaſion under them to ſtate ſeveral Que- 
5 ſtions which have been ſtarted under the ſeveral Heads of 
5 Original Sin, Free Will, Juſtification, Predeſtination, Election 
and the like, with ſo much profeſs d Ind iſſerence, and 
leaves things in ſo equal a Poize in the way of different 
Grammatical Senſes (fairly intjpating that ſuch Senſes the 
Articles will bear) as ſufficien encourages a Liberty of 
Subſcribing in any of thoſe Sefiles ; and yet ſome of thoſe 
Opinions which his Lordſhiphath thought fit to ſet off to 
ſo good Advantage, and does ot offer to diſprove, amount to 
little leſs than Hereſie, or at leaſt may be reckon d among 
thoſe Errors the Articles were deſign'd to oppoſe. Others 
are directly contrary to what, not only from all our great 
Writers ſince the Reformation, by way of Tradition, but 
by ſeveral Collects in our Liturgy (which are the beſt 
Comments on our Articles, and the moſt authentick Ex- 
pounders of our Doctrine) appears to be the receiv d. Do- 
ctrine of the Church of Exglaud as to thoſe Points, and 
conſequently the many Opinions laid down and left unre- 


ſuted, are plainly inconſiſtent with the Deſign of the Ar- 
| cles themſelves. But to deſcend to particulars, in matters 
ö of ſo much Intricacy, would be to draw out this Diſcourſe 
: beyond its intended Length; and therefore, though there 
a may be ocaſion to ſay ſomething more of it before we 
. have done, yet the Illuſtration of it will. more naturally 
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fall under the particular Examination of the Articles 
themſelves. 5 


Proceed we therefore to the Articles of the Church and 
Church- Government, for the fake of which in all likeli- 
hood this whole Scheme for Latitude in Opinion was firſt 
Rags. © | 
The roth Article, viz. oF THE CHuRcH, may with ſome 
pains be made to bear very different Grammatical Senſes, 
and conſequently according to the Biſhop's Latitude and 
way of Expounding, may in ſome very wrong Senles be | 
ſubſcrib'd to. The Words are theſe: The viſible Church | 
of Ehaiſt is a Congregation of Faithful Men in which Ml - 
the pure Wow of God is pꝛeach d, and the Sacraments Ml ' 
be duly adminiſtred accoding to Chaiſt's Ddinance in all 
thole things that of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. i \ 
The Definition here given of the viſible Church is very 
plainly reſtrain'd to a regular Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments according to Chriſt's Ordinance; and fo it is as to the 
preaching part alſo: But as on the other hand, our Church 
hath never underſtood it excluſively of Caſes of Necellity 
(it being well known that God in ſuch Cafes accepts of the 
Will for the Deed) fo neither on the other hand, unleſs there 
be a Neceſlity, is it by any far-fetch'd Grammatical Senſe 
to be ſo expounded as to be next to nothing; and yet ſo 
it is, that when we come to look into the Expoſition of 
this Article, we find my Lord Biſhop of Sarum can by 
vertue of his Latitude (his Largeneſs and Equity) ſo con- 
trive the matter, andevade the Force of the Article to that 
degree, that if Men are baptiz'd, it matters very little by 
whom it is done, if we do but take care to retain tht 
Eſſentials of Water, and of baptizing in the Name of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt; though according to Chriſt's 
- Ordinance, the power of doing it belongs to a diſtin Or- 
der of Men; and our Rubrick before the Form of private 
Baptiſm, implies no leſs : And though the ſame is alſo true 
as to preaching, yet let a Number of Men for their Honeſt) 
have but a Right to be called Faithful, and à very littk 
2 5 more 
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more ſhall make a Yifible Church of them, according to 


my Lord of Sarum's Notion of a Church, or according to 
ſuch a Notion as a Man may eaſily frame to himſelf of it, 


nent: A Man that hath no better a Notion of a Church 
than this, may ſubſcribe to tliis Article, and his Integrity 


his Lordſhip not having been pleas d to conſider, that in 
this Article, without reſpec had to particular Caſes of Ne- 


given of the Clifible Church of Chꝛiſt in general, wherein it 
is not to be ſuppos'd there ſhould want either Preaching or 
adminiſtring the Sacraments accoding to Chaiſt's Dwinance 
na regular Way; and to ſet this forth, and preſs the Ne- 


ceſſity of it, where there is no, Neceſlity to have it other- 
wiſe, ought:to have been the Buſineſs of an Expoſitor, in- 
ſtead of labouring Ways and Means to evade the Force of 

i the Article, as his Lordſhip bath tho'1ght fit to do. 5 

0 Again, Article 20, of the Authority of the Church, accord- 

h ing to the Biſhop's Largeneſs and Equity, it is eaſie to ſuppoſe 

y notwithſtanding a Man's ſubſcribing to this Article, that 

ic e Church hath really no power to enforce the Oblerva- 


ton of Rites or Ceremonies ; much leſs hath ſhe any Au- 
tzority to make Deciſions in Matters of Faith: for though 


ſo Ve are generally apt to imagine no leſs than all this from 
of de Article, vet the Words will bear a Grammatical Senle 
by mounting to nothing of all this, if to any ſort of Power 
„. tall. The Words are theſe: The Church hath power 
ut Wd decree Rites oꝛ Ceremonies, and Authozity in matters 
by WI" Faith. Theſe Words a great many have been fo much 


oſſended at, as to have made a great deal of Buſtle about 


dem; and Archbilhop Laud was accuſed of having put 
0's lem into the Article, his Accuſers pretending they were not 
Or- WI" the Original. But had my Lord of Sarums Notion of 
ite diſerent Grammatical Senſes, been thought of in thoſe 
[ro bays, there had been no need of any Diſpute of this kind; 
ety bor what ſignifie the Words at laſt? The Church may have 


itte Power, to decree Rites or Ceremonies ; but it does not ſay that 
nor: . ; any 


by the help of my Lord of Saram's Scheme and Manage- 
not be queſtion'd by my Lord of Sarum for his ſo doing; 


ceſſity, which ſuperſedes all Rule of courſe, a Definition is 
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any ure bound to obſerve them. The Church may ' have 


"The Firſt Head of Complaint confuderd. 


Authority in matters of Faith, true: For hath ſhe not Au- 


thority to preach the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, 


and propagate the Goſpel, and teach ſuch things as are 
Matters of Faith? And what Diſſenter is there that will 


deny the Church this Power? But this does no way come 


up to what the Article has all along been ſuppos'd to im- 
port. True it is, that the Biſhop of Sarum hath not in ex. 
preſs Terms juſt under this Article, made this uſe of his 
Rule for Latitude : But the Favour ſhewn to different Con- 
ſtitutions under other Articles is inconſiſtent with the Al. 
lowance of ſuch a Power in the Church, as this Article is 
ſuppos'd to aſſert. 


In the 21 , Article concerning the Authority of General 
Councils, we have theſe Words : Things owained by them 


as neceſſary to Salvation, have neither Strength noz au 
thdzity, unleſs it may be declared that they are taken out 


ok Poly Scriptures. That things ordain'd by a Council 


ſhould be taken out of Holy Scriptures, will bear ſuch 1 
Grammatical Senſe as to affect our moſt authentick Creeds; 
for whatever Proof may be made of them by fair 
Deduction and Conſequence, not one of them can be faid 
to be taken out of Holy Scripture : There is no one of themr 
be found either in the Old or in the NewTeſtament, tot iden 
Yerbis, or in the Form they now ſtand: And how far this 
Declaration of the Church in this Article may have help! 
his Lordſhip in his paying ſo little reſpe& to the. Creed 
and bringing them ſo very low, and even upon the level 
with any Orthodox Book that he himſelf ſhall happen to 
write (as hath been already ſnewn) may be fit to be conl: 
der'd. FFF 
The next Article which offers it ſelf upon this occaſion is ti 
234d, of MIN IST RING IN THE CONGREGATION. Peri 
there is not any one thing the Church of England hath taket 
more effectual care to ſecure by all the ways imaginable, that 
a regular Admiſſion to the Miniſtry by Epiſcopal Ordim 
tion, as found to be moſt Ancient and Apoſtolick, if 10 
of Divine Inſtitution. This, in oppoſition to Presbytery,0 
| | 40 
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any other way of Intruſion into the Church is effectuallß ; 


ſecured by the Law's of the Land, as well Civil as Eceleſiaſti- 
cal. Our Rubrick and Liturgy (both which are ſufficiently 
plain and expreſs) are confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd by Act of 
Parliament. To this we may add,not only the Canons of the 
Catholick Church, but thoſe of the Church of Exgland a- 
greed upon.in Convocation, and by Royal Sanction made 
obligatory, as the Rule of that Canonical Obedience, 


- which all Clergymen are bound to upon Oath. The Form 


of Conſecration of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters (as the only way whereby Men are to be 
call d into the Vineyard in this Church) being annex d to 
the Book of Common prayer, and eſtabliſh'd by the ſame 
Authority as the Book it ſelf ſufficiently ſets forth the Diſtin- 
ction of the Three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, 
and the Authority of each; and as much is there ſaid 
as can be deſired, or could well be thought of, v hereby to 
ſhew the Neceſlity which the Church thinks fit to lay up- 

n Epiſcopal Ordination, as the only regular way of being 
made a. Miniſter of Chriſt. This Book of Conſecration, 
Sc. ſo very explanatory of the Doctrine of the Church as 
to this point, is requir d to be ſubſcribd under a diſtinct 
Article, viz. 3 6t ll. and yet after all this, though the Church 
has taken all this pains not to be miſunderſtood in ſo mate- 
ral a Point; yet by the Help of this Expoſition, and that 


. Largeneſs and Equity which it allows; a Presbyterian or 


Independant may ſubſcribe and not be charg'd with In- 
ſincerity or Prevarication.. ...,  . 3 
The Words of the Article are theſe : It is not lawful 
{02 any Man to take upon him the Office of publick ID ꝛea⸗ 
thing 02 Miniſtring the Sacraments in the Congrega⸗ 
ton befoze he be lawfully. called, and ſent to execute the 
lame ;. and thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and 
lent, which be choſen and called to this Mozk by Men, 
who have publick Authozity given unto them in the Congre- 


| Sation to call and ſend Miniſters into the Lowd s Gine⸗ 


hard. 1 75 
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Any one that lives in Ezg/and and is but in any degree 
acquainted with our Conſtitution, fo as to know who it is 
that is in Authority in the State, to appoint State-Officers, 
that it is the King, and Men in publick Offices act by his 
Commiſſion and by his Authority; do alſo know, that the 
Perfons who have publick Authority in Exgland to call 
and ſend Miniſters into the Lords Vineyard, accord- 
ing to that Law which requires theſe Articles to be fub- 
ſcribed, are the Biſhops only; and no one can imagine 
that the Article when fram'd, or when tender'd by the 
Biſhop to be ſubſcrib'd, ſhould mean any thing elſe ; ye 
after all, when we come to look into the Expoſition of this 
Part of the Article Page 257, we are told another Story, 
viz. That This is put in very general Words, far from 
that MAGISTERIAL STIFFNESS in which 
ſome have taken upon them to diflate in this matter, 
The Article does not reſolve it ſelf into any particular 
Conſtitution, but leaves the Matter open, and at large, 
for ſuch Accidents as had happen d, and ſuch a; 
might ſtil happen; they who drew it, had the flate of the 
ſeveral Churches before their Eyes, that had been differently | 
reformed; and although their own had been leſs forced to go | 
ont of the beaten Path, than any other, yet they ber ll 
that all things among themſelves had not gone according t Wl | 
f 
( 


thoſe Rules that ought to be ſacred in regular times, Neceſſity 
has no Law, and_is a Law to it ſelf. 2 \( 
This laſt Suggeſtion, for the which there is fo very lit- t 
tle Grounds or Occaſion, cannot eafily be ſuppos d to be- h 
ther wiſe deſign d, than as thereby the better to bring our 0 
Church upon the level with ſome Churches abroad which WM h 
are after Calvins Model, which at the ſame time very much a 
detracts from the Honour of our Reformation, as will be d 
ſhe wu in its due place. This Suppofal or Suggeſtion of out b. 
having been defective in our way of reforming, as well 8 be 
ſome others, is to make it look the more plaufible, to ue Bl yy; 
Men to avoid that Magiſterial Stiffneſs aforemention d; ome 1. 
pretending to dictate as if Epiſcopacy were the onlf 
regular Form of Church - Government, or proper way f 
8 end: 
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ſending Labourers into the Vineyard. Theſe dictating Peo- | | 
ple are in p. 259, call d the Hotter Spirits, and ſuch as the 
Expoſitor ſufficiently intimates not to ſuit with his Humour, 
as not coming up to his Meaſures : He is not of their 
Claſs ; he hath not only different Notions of things him- 
ſelf, but he will have the Article it ſelf, and conſequently 
the Church, to intend ts leave the matter open and at large; 
15 who knows what may happen in England, as well as 
what hath happen d of late in a neighbouring Countrey ? 
—— A pretty good Hint of a wary Man that looks 
forward to purpoſe. er FT NOOR 7% 
| ln the mean time, till that Day comes ſo much wiſh'd 
for by ſome, as which cannot but of courſe bring along 
) with it ſuch a thorough Reformation as will ſoon root 
out Epiſcopacy, under the Notion of a Popiſh Ordinance, 
f and be attended with ſeveral other Alterations in the eſta- 
biin d Religion of the like kind. Thus much advantage 
; ſuch as are well-wiſhers thereto, may reaſonably promiſe to 
themſelves, from this Notable Diſcovery of a La- 
titude intended by the Church to Men of different Con- 
litutions, that ſo far as my Lord of Sarum s Credit will go 
| with the Presbyterian and Independant (and that it will go 
a great way with either of them, we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe) neither of them need make any difficulty of quali- 
| fying themſelves for ſome good Cure or Dignity in the 
Church, by ſubſcribing to this Article : For, as to their 
taking Epiſcopal Orders, whatever Notions ſome may 
heretofore have had of it, ſo long as a Man hath no Scru- 
ple upon him, as to the Validity of thoſe Orders, which 
he hath already receiv'd, and the Article of the Church 
concerning Mzniftring in the Congregation,” may be ſo un- 
derſtood, as not to make any other Ordination neceſſary, 
but what they have had already; what hurt can there 
be in ſubmitting to ſuch further out ward Formalities, 
vith reſpect to Epiſcopacy, as the Laws of the Land, 
uhich are only humane, and no further obligatory, may 
require ? RO Oe. 
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When thus ſome of 'thoſe worthy Men Mr. Baxter used 
to talk of, thoſe Men of different Conſtitutions ſhall haye 
2 themſelves for the Miniſtry, it hath been already 

ewn how they may eaſily get over the Article of R/7ES 


and CEREMONIES, and all that tends to Decency and Or. 


der; and by theſe means in a while things may be brought 


to a very hopeful paſs; inſomuch as thoſe of the Church, 
of England, as now by Law eſtabliſhed, may come to be 
content to leave their Parochial Meetings to theſe ney. 
Comers, and be glad any how to get together, and ſerve 
God in their own way, as they were fain to do within. 


-the Memory of Man upon the ſame Occaſion. 


Not to dwell longer on this Topick, but to ſhut it up. 


with the ſame Article, as we may reaſonably preſume the 


Expoſitor had a particular regard to when he firſt caſt his 
Scheme; foraſmuch as what for the preſent ſeems to carry. 
with it a Face of more than. ordinary. Chriſtian Temper and 


Moderation, may come to do good Service to ſome Peo- 
ple upon occaſion. Whoever. conſiders the uſe that may 


be made of different Grammatical. Senſes.to, be put- upon 
Words, muſt needs be ſenſible that the Articles of the 
Church, (though never ſo carefully fram'd) may come to 
looſe all fort of Benefit that the Church can propoſe to 
reap from them; and the Expoſition before us muſt be al: 


low'd tobe the firſt Attempt of this kind of any note, to en- 


courage any ſuch thing. 1 

It muſt be confeſs d, that there was once an Author (but 
ſuch a one as ought not to be nam d the ſame day with my 
Lord Biſhop of Sarum) one Chriſtopher Davenport a Fran- 
ciſcen Fryar, known. by the Name of Franciſcus de Santi 
Glara , who by the Help of a Paraphraſtical Expoſition of 
our Articles, endeavour'd to make them ſpeak the Romill 
Dialect. But, as on the other hand, Sincerity or. Writing in 
earneſt, is not what that Tribe of Men will always pretend 
to, when they are to encounter an Adverſary ; ſo neither, 
on the other hand, can that Deſign at beſt, pretend t! 
compare with my Lord of Sarum's Scheme, as upon a part! 
cular. Inquiry made into the nature of each, would . 


The Firſt Head of Complaint conſider'd 
plainly appear. Something of the ſame nature may be trac'd 
in Mr. Baxter's Writings ; but he never could nurſe up his 


Notion to any Maturity : He made a ſhift to get over = | 
: molt of the Articles, Che himſelf indeed, not to do him 1 
wrong, is ſuppos d to have diſpens d with them all when E- 1 
piſcopally ordain'd :) He made it eaſie enough to ſubſcribe -_ Þ 
g to all the Articles except three or four: But thoſe which 1 
B concern the Church and Church- Government in his riper f 
„ears he knew not how to reconcile either with Presbytery | | | 
: in general, or with his own peculiar. Fancy of Parochial 4 
1  Epiſcopacy. This was a Task too hard for him, and he. | 
was fain to leave it to.a more able Pen, and to one. of a. ; | 
p. much greater. Character to accompliſh. 3 1 
e And much the fame may be ſaid of the Franciſcan Fryar; 4 
Is it was his Misfortune to live too ſoon, ſo as not to have ſeen 1 
v. my Lord of Sarum s Expoſition : For by the help of the is 
d Latitude allow'd by his Lordſhip to different Grammatical q 
. Senſes, he might have made it very hard to be ſo run down, i 
1 as * Dr. Ward in a Letter to Biſhop ber, relates he was at * Uber: Let-— 
In a Publick Commencement at Cambridge, in the Vice-Chan- Feri \' 
he ccllour's Speech for. pretending to reconcile our Articles: 1 
to with the Deciſions of the Council of Trent: a very nota- 1 
to Undertaking for a Fryar it was; but not to be effected un- s 
al- leſs by the Help of my Lord of Sarums Scheme, without 7 
N- incurring the Imputation of notorious Prevarication.. ; if 
So much as hath been ſaid, may ſuffice to ſhew that our 1 
out Expoſitor's Scheme for Latitude tends to introduce 1 
my Diverfity of Opinions into the Church by encouraging Per- 4 
aſe ſons of very different Perſwaſions, and oppoſite Conſtituti- 4 
va. ons, to ſubſcribe to the ſame Articles, under colour of the . Y 
of Words admitting different Grammatical. Senſes : A thing, _ 
ul which. did not the Title of the Articles ſufficiently provide = 
7 if againſt, .yet to ſuppoſe to be intended by the Church, would 1 
end not redound very much to its Credit, if + Biſhop Taylor in t Da Da. 
het, his Dator Dubitantium, be in the right: Where, ſpeaking . l 29 +»... il 
| to of the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of Subſcribing, with this? oh 
arti: fort of Reſerve, he has this Expreſſion; This is the laſ 


Remedy, but the worſt : It bath in it ſomething of Craft, but: 
= i | vVery's 
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De Firſt Head of Complaint con tler d. 


ver) little of Ingenuity ; and if it can ſerve the Ends of Peace 


or of External Charity, it. cannot ſerve the Ends of Truth, 


Holineſs, and Chriſtian Simplicity. To talk of what the 


Words will bear, may do well enough in Pleadings upon 
Deeds and Covenants in Common Law ; but where Re- 


ligion is concern d, Men are ſuppoſed to proceed accord- 
ing to Equity, and with Sincerity; When the Senſe of the 
Church is any way ſo made known to us, as that wecan- 
not well be ignorant of it, without ſhutting our Eyes fo 


cloſe as to amount to an affected Blindneſs, we are not 
to pretend to put Conſtructions of our own upon the Deci- 
ſions of the Church, under colour of fome Grammatical 
Senſe the Words may with ſome force be made to bear; 


though, where we have no ſuch way of coming to the 


right Senſe of an Article, and the Church by its Silence 
may ſeem to leave Men to their own Thoughts ; there no 
doubt, all Men are at liberty, the Church not having 
thought it needful to provide againſt Diverfities of Opini- 


ons in things of leſs moment, determining only the more 
Eſſential neceſſary Doctrines in Religion; but what does 


appear to be determined by the Church in her Articles, 


that weought to aſſent to and agree with her in, or not ſub- 


ſcribe. 5 
And to frame ſuch a Seheme for Latitude in ſubſcribing, 
as to take in Men of different Judgments as to the very 
things contained in the Articles to the which they ſubſcribe, 
is what very plainly tends to introduce ſuch a Latitude as the 
Articles were framed to avoid. DOD 
Though thus the firſt Head of Complaint cannot but 
appear to be juſt, his Lordſhip having laid too wide a 
Foundation for Latitude, in making his Three Grammarical 
Senſes of the Third Article, to be the meaſure of what he 


- would allow in fubſcribing to all the reſt; yer before we 


g0 any further, it may be needful by way of Digreffion, to 
.obviate an Objection which may ſeem to lie againſt the op- 
poling fuch Latitude as the Expoſition encourages, it being 

generally by all People taken for granted, that fuch was 
ze Moderation of the Church of Exgland in compiling the 

Ar- 


* ” 


The Firft Head of Complai ö confider'd,- - 


ſeveral things. This is what it may 
ſomewhat of, and ſet in its True Light, before: we pro- 
ceed, in hopes that if my Lord of Sarum be at leifure 
to conſider it, he may think fit to change his Scheme 
for Latitude in ſubſcribing, and qualifie it accordingly. - | 


Articles as the Effect of Moderation, did deſign a gteat 


deal of Latitude and Freedom of Thought for the Eaſe 


Articfes, as well as in all other her Proceedings, s to | 
leave a great deal of room for prin of Opinion in | 
_needful to ſay 


of Rome is known to do all thoſe of her Communion, de- 
termining things which are betrer left undetermined, re- 
quiring many things to be believed as Articles of Faith, 
which have no Foundation from Scripture, and forcing 
an Aſſent in all alike, under the pain of | Excofmmuni- 
cation. 'Thefe are Impoſitions we are freed from, 


| having nothing of this fort to complain of? and if this 


were all, it were enovgh to make the Difference berween 
the Church of Rome and us, as to Terms of Communion 
to be very conſiderable : ' But this is far from being all, 
the Moderation of the Church of Zng/ard goes much 
further as will appear upon a due Enquiry made into 
| _— of it, as well with reſpe& to the Laity as the 

Sapp: 5 

1. The Moderation of the Church of Exgland ſhe ws 
it ſelf in this, that the Generality of the Laity are 
not bound up to a ſtrict Acknowledgment of the Ar- 
ticles, otherwiſe than as they ſhall be found to be com- 
prized in the Creeds, or as they are evidently true in 
themſelves, and may be proved from Scripture, or at 
moſt in the way of Articles of Peace and Acquieſcence 


in the Doctrine of the Church to the which they be- 
long; which being read to them ſometimes, to the ed 


that they may be acquainted with them, they are not to 


contradict them or affirm them to be. erroneous, but keep | 


their Opinion of them to themſelves, if there be-any = il 
| 1 


thing in them that they do not like. 
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I )“be Firſt Head of Complaint conſider d. 
X Layman may happen to be unacquainted witli the 
Contents of ſeveral of the Articles all his Life- time, and 
yct not LIE Rnd. e for profeſſing himſelf 
to be a true Son of the Church of England ; but tis 
otherwiſe with all ſuch as are of the Miniſtry : No 
one ought to pretend to offer himſelf for the Miniſtry; 
or in order to his Admittance into it, preſume to ſub-: 
ſcribe to the Articles, without having firſt duly weighed. 
and conſider d every one of the Articles, it being the 
Deſign of the Church by the Subſcription enjoyned, to 
be ſecure of their being rightly principled themſelves, who 
are to teach others ſo as not to miſ-lead, leaſt, ſhould 
the Blind lead the Blind, both might be in danger of falling 
into the Ditch, _ | VVV 


il 


i, 2. Our Church is ſo far from following the Example of 
i the Church of Nome, in denouncing Anathema's on thoſe 
that do not believe every particular Article; that we have 
but one direct Inſtance of it throughout the whole Sett; 


1 and that is by way of Enforcement of tlie 18th Article, as 

8 the Concluſion of ſeveral that go before, relating to the 

18 fame material Fundamental Doctrine of our being ſaved 
78 by the Merits of Chriſt alone, and upon no other Bot- 
= tom whatſoever. - This the Church has: thought fit to 


1 lay great Streſs upon, and yet ſays nothing but what 
it | was firſt preach'd by our Saviour himſelf, and by St. Paul, 


| to whoſe Words, Gal. 1.8. in all likehhood the very Phraſe 
4 | | | of Accurſed Was deſign d to refer. W > ; TEES! 
" Bt „% VNC J 8 1 
1 3. The Moderation of the Church of Exgland is very 
1 remarkable, in making ſo. very few Doctrines to be as 
1 Conditions of Communion (contrary to what is objected 
1 in the Beginning of the Introduction ;) it may be tru- 
wi - Y faid, there is in our Articles very little, if any thing 
_ -- more than what is either borrow'd-from the Creeds, or 
1 what are Doctrines highly fit to be aſſerted, as in Subſer- 
1 viency to Fundamental Truths, or - what is directly in- 
| tended as in oppoſition to Popery, and to fence againſt 
it f | - x | | the 
i 0 4 
i 


the erroneous Doctrines and ſuperſtitious Practices and 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome, or ſuch as act for 
them under ſome Diſguiſe or orher. It were very eaſie 
to ſhew that there are very few things laid down in our 
Articles, which can, according to the Biſhop of Saram s 
Notion, be termed DaiZrinal Points; not one eſpecially of 
all the ren middle Articles, from the 9th, to the xgth, be- 
ing ſuch as he ſuppoſes them to be; all of them, on the 
contrary, in truth being one continued Explanation of, or 
an Enlargement upon, the moſt neceſſary Part of our 
Chriſtian Faith, couched under the latter part of the A+ 
poſtles Creed, in very few Words, viz. he Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and Life Everlaſting. We have in theſe Articles the 
Nature and Conſequence, as well of Original as of Actu- 
al Sin. Our Incapacity of doing any thing as of our ſelves, 
is acknowledged, that our Sins muſt be forgiven us 
by the Merits of Chriſt ; we muſt be juſtified by Chriſt 
alone, and through Faith in him, in order to eternal 
Life: It is he alone that calls us, and makes our Peace 
with God. Here we are told how God did decree and 
purpoſe from all Eternity theſe Means of Salvation to 
Mankind for the ſake of his Son; That before the Foun- 
dations of the World were laid, he pre-ordain'd Man 
to Life, calling, or electing, or chuſing all ſuch to be 
his adopted Children and Veſſels of Honour, that ſhould be- 
| lieve in his Son, and live according to tlie Rules which 
he hath given us in the Goſpel; and at the ſame time ex - 
cluding all from the Bene ſit of this Eternal Predeſtinati- 
on, Juſtification and Election, who ſhould reject thete means 
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„ of Salvation thus tender d by Chriſt, and to be attain d 
as by Faith in him, and by no other means whatſoever. 

d This is the whole of - what is contained in all thoſe: 
u- | Ten Articles, and is the Subſtance of ſeveral Homilies; 
. and nothing truly controverſial or diſputable about 4% 
or late Decrees, or the Efficacy of God's Grace, but plain ne- 


ere ceſſary Chriſtian Truths will be found to be here laid 

in- down and aſſerted: Some few Scholaſtick Terms indeed 

nit (as the known Language of. the Learned of thoſe times) 
5 EF | . 


34 Tbe wo Head of Complaint con ſider d. 
do ſometimes occurr: But if we carefully examine every 
Propoſition, and do not go about to lay Weight upon 
ſingle Words, and draw Inferences from them, ſuch as 
Predeſtination, Election, Veſſels of Honour, or the like: If 
we only look to what is fairly affirmed or denied, and 
go no further, we ſhall not meet with any one Propo- 
ſition in all the Ten Articles, but what every Ortho- 
dox Chriſtian will be ready to ſubſcribe, let them vary 
never ſo in their Sentiments. Here is really. nothing but 
ſolid Divinity, wherein all Men in a manner agree, that are 
not Favourers of Pelagius or Socinus. 2191 
So that upon a due Examination of the matter, my 
Lord of Sarum will be found to have ſpent a great deal 
of time and pains upon the middle Sett of Articles, to 
little purpoſe ; and particularly in his Expoſition of the 
17th Article of Predeſtination and Elefjon (wherein he 
ſeems to think he has done his beſt) he will be found to 
ſhoot all the while at Rovers, and wide of the Mark, 
loading the Article with Queſtions which do not belong 
to it, and ſcarce ſaying any thing of what it really and 
truly imports, as will be eafily ſhewn in its due 
place. F +. 
In ſome other Countries a great deal of ſtreſs may have 
been laid upon ſome abſtruſe Notions wherein the Terms 
of Art may be the ſame as our Articles make ule of, or 
they at leaſt are made to be the Titles of them (though 
they are alſo Scriptural, and for that reaſon therefore 
chiefly retain'd ;) ſuch as Juſtification, Election, Predeſtina- 
tion, &c. And about theſe the Lutheran and Calvini/t (hall 
have hot Diſputes : But theſe Points which make fo much 
Ndsiſe _— our Church ſays nothing of at all; She is al- 
together ſilent as to what their Quarrel is about, and 
would have all her Children be ſo too: The medling with 
Fatality, and Preſcience, and Reprobation, ani} other ſuch 
Matters as handled by Foreign Divines, is what hath been 
often forbid, and is always diſcountenanc'd by our Church: 
Nor is there any thing ro be found in any of the Articles, 
which by being aſſerted, does naturally engage a Subſcriber | 


0 
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De Firſt Head of Complaint conſider d. 


to concern himſelf about them; and they that from Words 


only and Modes of Expreſſion, go about to draw any of 


our Articles into thoſe: Quarrels, do our Church a great 
deal of wrong. It is the Effect of Moderation in — 
Church, to avoid determining ſuch over- nice Queſtions, as 
have occaſion d thoſe unhappy Diviſions, things about which 
Men may diſpute to the Worlds End, and be never the 


ſo nicely. to enquire into, as to make them ſo much as any 
part of their Study, ſo far as Chriſtianity is concern d. The 
Method our Church hath taken, is to keep to ſuch 
Doctrines and Poſitions as are Scriptural: And whoever 
makes any of our Articles to be tranſcribed or copied from 
St. Auſtin, or from any other uninſpired Writer, very much 
miſtakes the matter. Thoſe. very Articles my Lord of Sa- 
rum points at, were in all likelihood intended to be a Tran- 
(cript from the Scriptures in general, and from St. Paul in 
particular, and from no one elſe. | 


4. Laſtly, The Moderation of the Church of England 
being ſuch, as to be very ſparing in her Deciſions and De- 
terminations of any thing, but what in ſome reſpect or o- 
ther appears to her to be in a manner neceſſary to be held 
and maintain d towards the ſecuring an Orthodox Faith, 
there cannot but be very great Scope for Latitude and Di- 
verſities of Opinions in leſſer matters, and ſuch as are not ſta- 
ted or defin'd. No Church allows more Liberty of Thought 
as to Things in their own nature indifferent, or which: are 
merely Philoſophical, and not plainly Theological ; or, 1 
rather ſhould ſay, Evangelical-revealed Truths, and in ſome 
meaſure Fundamental : But where the Church thinks fit 
to dictate and define, there her Children (ſuch eſpecially as 
| are of the Miniſtry, or are to inſtruct others) are not to 
contradict or gainſay; but on the contrary, they muſt agree 
with her, and with one another, and conſequently, as em- 
ploy'd by her, muſt ſpeak her Senſe, or not pretend to be 
ſent by her. = © 8 a | 


F 2. And 


wiſer ; and which, after all, there is no Occaſion for Men 
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that the Church hath many other Ways whereby to 
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The Firſt Head of Complaint con ſider d. 
And leaſt any one ſhoutd plead Ignorance in this caſe 
and take the Advantage of ambiguous Terms and Expreſſi- 
ons (if any ſuch there be) or pretend to ſeveral Grammati- 
cal Senſes contrary to one another, it hath been al. 
ready obſerved, and it is what ought to be obſery'd 


9 


let us know her true meaning in her Articles, which when 
we know, we muſt not take the Liberty to diſſent from, and 
yet for worldly Advantage ſubſcribe, Where either the Ca- 


bons, the Liturgy, or Homilies, the uninterrupted Practice 


and known Doctrine of the Church ever ſince the framing 


the Articles come in by way of Information or Teſtimony, 


we muſt not ſhut our Eyes againſt ſuch Light: But where 
there is nothing of this, ad, one Article does not explain a- 
nother, nor the Article to be ſubſcribed, explain it ſelf; 
there we are at liberty, and not at all bound up to any one 
Grammatical Senſe more than to another ; in ſuch Caſe, and 
ſuch only Men may ſubſcribe the fame Article, and yet 
be of contrary Opinions: the Reaſon being plainly ths, 
that either the Church is altogetder ſilent (as the is as to ma- 
ny Points which ſome will needs tack to our Articles, 
though they do not belong to them) or it does no way ap- 
pear, but that one Opinion may be as agreeable to what the 
Church would have us believe, as another, as not being ot 
that moment, as to come within the expreſs Deciſions of the 
Church in any authentick Obligatory Way 

Hence itis that Men of Learning, notwithſtanding their 
having ſubſerib'd to our Articles, may be of different Opt 
nions as to ſome things relating to Chriſt's Deſcent into 
Hell; they may differ, not only as to the nature of the 
Place to the which our Saviour went when dead, but a- 
ſo as to the Deſign of his Deſcent, or what he did in 
the Place which the Creed and our Article (keeping to thc | 
Term made uſe of in the Creed) calls Hell ; neither the 
nature of the Place, nor the Deſign of Chriſt's going te 
it, is defined in the Article; only ſo much is ſaid, as in op- 
poſition to the Apollinarian Hereſie, to aſſert that Chil 
being perfect Man as well as perfect God, his Body was ” 

N x | | | on 


The Fiſt Head of Complaint confulerd = 
only actuated by the Godhead, but had a Humane Soul, 
which Soul went to the Place appointed it when the Body 
was laid into a Grave. This excludes the Biſhop's ſecond 


Grammatical Senſe of the Grave and Hell ſignifying the 


ſame, and yet leaves a great deal of Scope for Critical 
Learning, and ſor Search into Antiquity, and the meani 

of ſeveral Texts in Scripture, the better to diſcover what 
neither the Creed nor the Church in the Article hath 


thought fit to define. The fame is to be ſaid for thoſe 


Articles, upon which ſome have grafted ſo many intri- 


cate Queſtions concerning God's Decrees, and the Effi- 


cacy of Grace. It is a great Miſtake to think that an 

wiſe Man of our Church thut either underſtands himſelf, 
or the Articles, or the- Duty of an honeſt Man, believes 
thoſe Articles to be a Tranſcript of any Man's Doctrine, 
from whom at the ſame time, they Aer in the very 
things defined (as my Lord of Sarum is pleas d to ſuggeſt 
in the beginning of his Preface;) but the Reaſon why ſo 
many have taken the liberty to differ upon thoſe Points, is 
becauſe they are really not defined in our Articles; nor is 
it at all likely that the Church did intend to trouble her 
Subſcribers with ſuch nice Speculations ; but on the con- 
trary, to keep to the more ſubſtantial neceſſary Truths, 
in the way of Moderation and Indulgence : So that nei- 
ther of theſe Inſtances will land the Biſhop in any ſtead: 
in the way he endeavours to make uſe of them: Theſe ſhalb 
not warrant a Latitude in ſubſcribing any Article in a 
Senſe diflerent from that, wherein either by the ſame Ar- 

ticle, or by any other, or by the current Doctrine or 
Practice of the Church, it appears to have been fram'd. 

To differ in things not determin'd by the Chureli, will not 
warrant Diverſity of Opinions in things which plainly ap- 


bear to be determin d, and in which we cannot but know 


the Ir ention of the Churen. | 
The Moderation of the Churchof England, with reſpeck 
to her Articles, the better to ſecure her Doctrine, is muchs 
the ſame as it is with reſpect to her Canons and Rubricks, 
lor the Eſtabliſament of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline and a Uni- 
ſormity 
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The Firſt Head of Complaint con ſider d. 


formity of Worſhip. Nothing of Rigour can be com. 


plain'd of in either, no ſtraining upon the Conſciences of 


Nen, nothing more required than needs muſt, to make our 
Faith come up to the Scope and Deſign of the Goſpel, and 


our way of ſerving God be according to the Apoſtles Rule 
of havingall things done decently and in order : But when 
our Doctrines are fixd, and our Rules laid down, thoſe 
that call themſelves moderate Men, do very much miſtake 
the Moderation of our Church, in making it to conſiſt in 
waving this or that Doctrine, or. in being unconcerned at 
the Omiſſion of this or that outward Performance or Ce- 
remony. Such ſort of Moderation is what our Church 
diſclaims and diſcountenances upon all Occaſions: She is 


eaſie in her Injunctions, but not at all remiſs in requiring a 
due Conformity and Obedience. The more indulgent ſhe 


is in what ſhe enjoins, the more Reaſon there is to expect 
a punctual Obſervance, and to reſent any wilful Failure 
therein. All Degrees of unwarrantable Liberty, are the 
more blameable under an eaſie Rein. If we are really ig- 
norant of what our Church would have us believe and 
teach, it is ſomewhat; but if we have fufficient means 
whereby to know it, and do know it; if we are ſenſible, 
and in our Conſciences believe the Church did intend one 
thing, and at the ſame time take the liberty to diſſent from 
her, and be of another mind, and yet reſolve to intrude 
into the Miniſtry by ſubſcribing to her Articles, vpon pre- 
tence that the Words may be otherwiſe underſtood accord- 
ing to true Grammar, this is neither the part of a 


true Son of the Church of England, nor of an honeſt 


Mano. ; 


The Lenity of a Church is not to be abus'd, or made to 
ſerve as a Cloak to Prevarication and diſhoneſt Practices: 
Men mult not thence conclude they may do any thing with 
her, and preſume upon her good Nature and Forbearance: 
Men mult not ſubſcribe to Conditions of Communion, 
and both believe and teach the contrary. This is not 
tair dealing; and ſhould it be countenanc'd, ought not to 
be calld Moderation, but a Snare. To lay a' Scene for 


ſuch 


| The Second Head of Complaint confider'd, = 


ſuch Latitude, is what too naturally leads Men into Tem- 


ptation, and gives ſo much countenance to Deceit, as it is | 
not to be ſuppos d my Lord of Sarum can, upon ſecond” 
Thoughts, approve of it. The very Deſign of having Ar- 
ticles to be tubſcrib'd, is hereby fruſtrated, and ill Men 


ſhall be let into the Church, whoſe Principles will prompt 


them to pull it down as ſoon as they can, that they may build 
it their own way. God is ſaid to make Men to be of one mind 
in an Houſe, and that in his Houſe eſpecially, which is the 


Church, they ſhould be ſo, is one main thing intended by 
the Articles; the Framers thereof propoſing thereby to 
avoid diverfities of Opinions, and to ſtabliſp Conſent touching, 
true Religion. Whoever therefore goes about to ſcore out 
a way for Men to eſpouſe quite contrary Opinions touching . 
the very things to the which they ſubſcribe, and make the 
Articles, as well as the Subſcribers, wage War with one ano- 


ther, muſt needs be to blame: And all ſuch Undertakings 


may be truly ſaid, to rend to the introducing ſuch a- 
Latitude and Diverſity of Opinions, as the Articles were: 
framed to avoid. | 0 


The Second Head of Complamt conſider d. | 


This being faid of the Firſt Article of Complaint a- 
| gainſt my Lord Biſhop of Sarwn's Expoſition, come we 


now to the Second, vix. 


That there are many Paſſages #4 the Expoſition of ſeveral 


of the Articles which appear to be contrary to the true 


Meaning of them, and to other receiv'd Doctrines of cur. 
Church. — 


Though ſo full a Proof of this, as may poſſibly: be ex- 


pected, would require a more particular Examination of 
the Expoſition Article by Article, than is here propos d; 


yet if we were to look no ſurther than to what hath been al- 
ready obſerv d, ſome fort of Gueſs might be made, how 
ar this Aſſertion will admit of pregnant Proof. 


Her Se 


7 


The Second Head of Complaint con ſider d. 
Here are two things complain'd of, both of them fit 
to be conſider d. Firſt, with reſpect to the Articles them- 
ſelves, as ſome Paſſages in the Expoſition appear to be con- 
trary to the true Meaning of them: And 24%, with reſpect 
to ſome other receiv d Doctrines of the Church, and which 

are ſuſſiciently known to be ſo ; though they may not per- 
haps in expreſs Terms be contain d in the Articles, there 
ate Paſſages in the Expoſition which appear to be contrary, 
as well to the one as to the other; and this will be the 
more eaſily allow d, if either be proved, when we conſider, 
that wharever is contrary to the one, cannot well but be 
contrary to the other alſo. To be fare, what is contrary to 
the Articles, is contrary to the receivd Doctrine; and 
whatever is contrary to the receiv d Doctrine, cannot ea - 
ſily eſcape being contrary to the Deſign at leaſt of one 
Article or other ? ſince in this Body of Articles, the 
main Subſtance of the Doctrine of the Church of Esg- 
land, is known to be contain'd. However, to make this 
matter the more clear, it may not be amiſs to give 
ſome Inſtances of each: Nor will it be found to be leſs 
blameable in it ſelf, though poſſibly not ſo directly with- 
in the Reach of the Canon, to contradict ſome common 
received Doctrines, than it is to put falſe Gloſſes and In- 
terpretations upon the Articles themſelves, contrary to the 


' 40 * 
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true Intent and Meaning of them. | : 
lt hath been already obſerv'd that the Church hath ma · 
ny other ways, beſides the having this Body of Articles, 
whereby to inform her Children what her Mind is of 
things fit for them either to know or do. As, ,. The 
Book of Homilies, which is in 'effet ſubſcribed to, 
or at leaſt approv'd of in groſs, as os. whol- 
ſome Doctrine under the 35th Article. 2dly, The Liturgy 
which is ſubſcribd to under part of the '36* Canon, and 
publickly declar'd to be aſſented to. We declare, or aſſent 
and conſent to it in the Face of our Congregations ; and 
one part of it, viz. that of Conſecration and Ordination, 
is ſubſcrib'd to in the 367% Article. 30h, The Canons, which | Ar 
the Clergy are in ſome ſort oblig'd to _—— to 
pg "" Oath? . 


— 


vocation. 4. There is alſo ſuch a thing as an uninterrup- 
ted Practice, as to Diſcipline and common Conſent as to 
Doctrine, in ſome things which are tranſmitted down to 
us in the Writings of many Learned Men ſince the Refor- 


mation, who in their time were zealous Aſſerters of 


the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 


By all theſe ſeveral Ways we are let to know the 


Senſe of the Church to the which we belong, and whoſe Do- 
rines and Rules we are ſuppos'd to follow and embrace. 


If indeed there were nothin "g of all this, and the 39 Arti- 
orded us beſides the Scriptures, 


cles were the only means a 
whereby to learn our Religion, and things ſnould happen 


to be obſcurely expreſs d in them ; it were perhaps reaſo- 


nable, that ſuch as may be competently well aſſur d of their 
being capable of judging for themſelyes in things of that 
kind, ſhould take the liberty of ſubſcribing in ſuch a 
ſenſe as the Words will bear, according to the Rules of 
true Grammar, and at leaſt ſeemingly proper Signification : 
but yet even then no one ſhould take upon him fo to ex- 
pound an Article, as either to make it contradict it ſelf, 
or be inconſiſtent with any other of the Articles; or ſo 
as to make the Church be inconſiſtent with it ſelf, in requi- 
ring us either to act or declare any thing contrary to w at 


we ſubſcribe : Which being premis d, come we now to con- 


ſider what ſort of Liberty is taken in the Expoſition. before 

us; beginning firſt with what concerns the Articles them- 

ſelves, before we ſpeak of other Doctrines. 

The ſecond Grammatical Senſe of the Third Article, 
which in the Expoſition ſeems to be preferr'd before any o- 


ther, hath been already ſhewn to be inconſiſtent with the 
very Words of the Ada it ſelf, if we will ſuppoſe the. 
Church either to ſpeak properly, without Tautology, or in- 


deed to ſpeak Senſe. 


To difcredir all the Three Creeds, and leſſen as well their ; 
Antiquity as their Authority, cannot but be acknowledg d 
to obe IP the Intent and Deſign of the * Article, Ind: z 


RO in 


De Second Head of Complaint conſider dl. 
Oath; and which are the undoubted Acts of the Church, 
a5 agreed to, and ſubſerib d at firſt by both Houſes of Con- 


1 
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nu effect againſt the Article it ſelf, which ſays, They ought 


The Second Head of Complaint conſider d. 


thwughly to be recefvd and believ d. What the Article 
calls Nice Creed and Athanafins Creed, it would have been 
proper for an Expoſitor to make the beſt of, in giving 


fome Reaſon (as he very eaſily might) why they may 


well enough be ſo call'd , rather than to rake fo much pains. 
to ſhew why they ought not to be fo reputed. And as to 
the latter, there is this moreover to be ſaid, That the part- 


ig Blow given it, cannot but be very acceptable to the : 


Socinian, and fuch whoſe Buſineſs it is to diſparage it, and 
run it down, in hopes it may one day be laid afide : Inſtead 
of enforcing the Reception of it upon any other Motive, 
than barely as it may be ſupported by down-right Scripture 


Proof, inſtead of ſetting it off to any fort of Advantage, 
after having lower'd it ſufficiently in point of Antiquity, 
Aying p. 106. It war never heard of till the 8th Centu. 
ry, and grew into credit in Ages that were not criitcal 


enough to judge of what was genuine and what was ſpurious. 


Though this be a ſufficient Intimation that the Creed it 
ſelf is /pwrions, and was at firſt impos d upon ſome igno- 


rant Ages, and f grew into credit by degrees, no body 
knows how nor when; yet, leaſt what ſeem d needful to 
be ſaid concerning the Apoſtles Creed, and of Creeds in 
8 as to their being receiv d for the ſake of the Do- 

ine they contain (which is as little as can well be ſaid) 


leaſt this ſhould look too much in favour of the Atbanaſſan 
Creed; a fort of Caveat is enter d at laſt to prevent any 
ones having too good an Opinion of it. The Expoſition 
concludes with theſe Words, that they may be ſure to reſt 
upon the Reader's Mind: Though we muſt acknowledge, that 


the Creed aſcribed to Athanaſius, as it mas mne of hv, 
ſe. it was never eſtabliſhed by any general Council. 


© Whether this be lo in Fa, or not, is a Queſtion that - 


does not · lie before us at this time: But whether ſuch a Com- 

pliment paſs d upon this Creed in particular, does very well 
comport with the Article, which is made in favour of all 

the three Creeds, is very eaſie to determine. 7 


But: 


But to proceed: If what hath been already ſu 
in ſome meaſure hath been ſhewn, be granted; that the 
ten Articles, from the 9th. to the 192h. do principally, if 
not altogether, concern the great Fundamental Doctrine of 
the Chriſtian Religion, of Forg7veneſs of Sins and Eterna 
Salvation, tenderd to Mankind by the Mediation ot 
Chriſt, notwithſtanding Man's Original Corruption, and 
Fall from Righteouſneſs : That notwithſtanding his hay- 


ing been dead in Sin, and thereby become incapable of 


doing any thing that of it ſelf can be pleaſing or 
table unto God; yet is Life Eternal procur d for him, and 
he is ordain'd and call d thereto by God's Eternal Purpoſe 
and Secret Counſel, through the Mediation of Chriſt, upon 


condition of believing in him, and of obeying his Goſpel; 


and by no other means, or upon any other terms whatever, 
can we hope to be fav'd. If this be the main Scope and 
Deſign of all that Sett of Articles, excluſive of all abſtruſe 
diſputable leſs momentous Points, about Juſtification,” Free 


Wil, Predeſtination, &c. (which ſome have to ſo little 


purpoſe ſpent ſo many Thoughts upon) if upon a right 
View taken of thoſe Articles, it ſo prove, that all the 
odd Notions of ſome People 
lity (as the "Reſult: of Divine Preſcience) are induſtri- 
ouſly avoided, then the Expoſition giuen us of theſe Ar- 
ticles, whiehfis to revive all thoſe Queſtions, cannot but be 
contrary to the Deſign of the Articles. So often to bring 
upon the Stage God's Decrees, and the Efficacy of Grace, and 
the Doctrine of St. Auſtin, and the old Stories of Sublapſa- 
tians and Supralapſariaus, is but to do wrong both to the 
Reader and to the Articles themſelves, upon which ſuch 
Speculations are grafted, as do no way belong to 
them. 915 1 5 2 1 | 
f from our Homilies, and ſeveral ColleQs in our Li- 
turgy, the Dogrine of the Church of Ezgland, as to what 
is intended in thoſe Articles, ſufficiently appears; then to 


lay down ſeveral other Opinions, and leave them uncontra- 


dicted, and encourage a Latitude of ſubſeribing in any of 


„as to Reprobation and Fata- 
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ggeſted, and 
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Ne Second Head of Complaint cunſiderd· 
thoſe Senſes, is ſo to expound the Articles, as to make way 
for Opinions contrary to the Articles themſelves. 

And as to the laſt of theſe Articles, viz. the 18th, Of ob- 
taining Salvation only by the Name of Chriſt (which whoe- 


ver contradicts, is by the Article declar'd to be aceurs d;) 


whether the Expoſition be conſiſtent with the Words 
of the Article, may be gather'd from a remarkable Paſ- 


ſage, which muſt. be allow d to have been a very unhappy 
Miſtake (if altogether owing to Inadvertency) and that is | 


the better to take off the ſevere part of the Article, to be 
told, as we are, p. 171. That there is a great difference be- 
tween being ſaved by the Law, and ſaved in the Law, The 


ene, his Lordſhip ſays, is condemned, but not the other. 
Now this is a Difference the Church was ſo far from in- 
tending ſhould be made, that a particular care is taken to 


fence againſt it, by making the Latin Article to be 7» lege, 
and the Engliſh by: the Law ; and it is well known, that 
both alike, as. well the Latine as the Engliſh, were ſigned 
in Convocation. Thus the Difference the Expoſitor would 
have to be obſerv'd, proves none at all; but at the ſame 
time it cannot but be obſerv'd, that here was a very fair 


Endeavour to take off the Anathema laid upon ſuch as px: 
fume to ſay that every Man ſhall be lav d by the Law o2 


Sect which he p2ofefleth 2: Which is a thing there are too 


many do preſume to fay in the Age we happen to 


” 


live in. 25 


What hath been already ſaid of the 3d Article, may 


ſuffice to prove, that to call an inſiſting upon Epiſcopal 


Ordination in oppoſition to other Conſlitutions, Magiſteri- 
al Stiffneſs, (making it only ro be found in the hotter Spi- 
rits) is neither conſiſtent with the Deſign of the Article, 


nor with the receiv'd Doctrine of the Church. To ima- 
gine that an Epiſcopal Church ſhould frame an Article ſo 


looſely, as to leave room for Presbytery or Independency, 
is very particular, and what it will not be very eaſie to per- 
ſwade any one to believe; and yet if this be not ſo, unleſs 
this be granted, thus to manage the Article as to ſuppoſe 
no leis, is certainly to make it ſpeak againſt it ſelf. 
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What is given us under the 27th Article of B4PT, 2 


ſo far as Infant-Baptiſm is concern d therein, very plainly 
contradicts the Article it ſelf, p. 306. It is taken for granted 
that There is mo expreſs Rule or Precept in the New Te- 
ſlament for the Baptiſm of Infants, and yet in the Article it 
is affirm d that The Baptiſm of young Childzen is in any 


wiſe to be retained in the Church as moſt agreeable 


with the Inſtitution of Chat, C cum inſtitutione Chriſti 
opt imè congruat, ſaith the Latin; which takes off all ſeeming 
Ambiguity of our Engliſh Expreſſion moſt agreeable, and 
ſhews theChurch's Senſe to be, that Infant-Baptiſm is as 
much according to Chriſt's Inſtitution as any thing can be; 
which if it be, and nothing can be ſaid to be inſtituted by 
Chriſt, but what is recorded in Scripture, it cannot be true 


that there is #o expreſs Rule or Precept for Infant-Baptiſm in 


the New Teſtament, unleſs there be ſuch a thing as a Real 
Diſtinction between Divine Inſtitution, and Divine 
Rule or Precept, and the one may be without the 
one: . 5 | 5 


Whether there be or be not any expreſs Text in the 


New Teſtament for Infant-Baptiſm in particular, as in 
contradiſtinction to that of the Adult, may be a Queſtion 
fit to be conſidered in its proper Place: But if the Article 
ſays, as it doth, tha: it is according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, 


the only Queſtion at preſent, is, whether, to ſay there is no 
Expreſs Rule or Precept in the New Teſtament, is not con- 


trary to the Article. That it is contrary to the Article, 
will be the more eaſily admitted, if we confider one thing, 


which the Expoſitor does not ſeem to have been aware of ; 
and that is this, that there may be an expreſs Rule or Pre- 
cept where there are not expreſs Words for every individual 


Perſon concerned in the Injunction, as is evident from 


Chriſt's Iuſtitution of the other Sacrament, Do this as oft 


as ye do it, in remembrance of me, ſuppoſes an Obligation 


laid upon all that are capable of. remembring | Chriſt, {0 as 


to include Women as well as Men: And tho' there is no 
one Text in Scripture that expreſly ſays, that Women are 


to receive the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 8 55 
| | | that 


— 


IF - N 
: 8 6 5 2 
— 
3 1 83 
* p 8 * 
1 = . 


5 
„ 
& 


46 The Second Head of Complamt con ſider d. 
that they did receive it; yet no one ought to doubt of 
their being included in the Iaſtitution, Rule, or Precept. In 
like manner the Inſtitution of Baptiſm being deliver'd in 
general Terms, as general as 'tis poſſible, viz. Joh. 3. z. 
av wm Tis, Except any one, &c. (not except a Man, as we hap» 
pen to tranſlare it) and again Mat. 28. 29. Go and diſciple 
all Nations, baptizing them, &c. Since Children are by the 
Divine Inſtitution of Circumciſion ſhewn to be capable of 
' being admitted to a Covenant of Grace, and they are no 
i where in the Goſpel excepted or excluded, it neceſſarily 
| follows that they are included in the Iaſtitution, and con- 
| ſequently that there is an expreſs Rule or Precept in the 
| New Teſtament for their being baptiz'd, though Infants are 
| not namedin expreſs Words. | : þ 
| As the foregoing Inſtances (to the which many more 
. might be added) way ſuffice to prove that the Expoſition 
betore us is in many reſpects inconſiſtent with what is 
containd in the Articles In like manner, it will be as ea- 
| fie, and indeed more eaſie, to give many Inſtances of its 
1 not agreeing with the common receivd Doctrines of the 
| Church where the Articles themſelves may have happen d 
| to eſcape. ä Ty 55 55 
1 Some few, in the way of Specimen, may ſuffice to 
prove a thing ſo very obvious to any common Reader, that 
applies himſelf to the Examination of the Book, with any 
degree of Attention. 5 Ws 
*. And, not to 50 back again, take we the very next Arti- 
cle, viz. the 2870. Concerning the Lord's Supper. I his Sa- 
erament our Liturgy in the Communion Service teaches us 
to call a Holy Mytery : We are by it made in a Spiritual 
manner ?o eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his Blood ; the 
Spiritual Nouriſhment we receive from it, is compar'd tothe 
Natural Recruit our Bodies have from Bread and Wine. 
Our Catechiſm tells us, That the Body and Blood of Chril 
are verily and indeed taken and received by the Paithful 
in the Lord's Supper. We are there told of an extraordr: 
nary, inward, Spiritual Efficacy: There is an inward and 
Spiritual Grace; and that to eat of the Sacramental * 
N | 5 - ant 
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The Second Head of Complaint con ſider d. 
and to drink of that Cup, is as the Means whereby we re- 
cerve that Grace as well as Pledges to aſſure us thereof. 


Aſter this, and conſidering withal, what is known to be 


the Doctrine of the Latheran Churches, and the French 
Proteſtants, as taught by Cavin, and of the Greek Church, 
and what is found to be the current Dotrine of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and Fathers, and of our firſt Refor- 
mers, and of moſt. Writers ſince the Reformation of any 
note; and the Article it ſelf making mention more than 
once of our receiving the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
one would not expect ſuch an Expoſition to be affix'd to 
this Article, eſpecially as to the Myſterious Part, as ſhall 
make this Sacrament as plain, and intelligible, and void 
of Myſtery, as any other Evangelical Precept. We are 
told p. 314. If this: Sacrament had been that myſterious and 
unconcei vable thing which it hath been fince believed to 
be, we cannot imagine but that the Book of the New. Teſta- 
ment, the Acts of the Apoſtles and their Epiſtles ſhould haue 
contained fuller Explanations of it, and larger Inſtruftions - 
about it. If Tranſubſtantiation were that myſterious uncon- 
ceivable thing referrd to in theſe Words, it were indeed 
unreaſonable to expect an Explanation of it in Scripture, . 
it being a thing al ogether unknown to the inſpir d Writers, 
and not to be heard of for the firſt ſive or ſix hundred 
Years after Chriſt, or any colour for it; but that ſome 
things relating to this Sacrament may be fit to be believ- 
ed, and yet be leſt unexplained in the way of Myſtery, 
may well enough be ſuppos d, if we conſider that the 
Caſe is the ſame with reſpect to that which is even ſtill 
more My ſterious, v/z. the Doctrine of the Trinity. There 
are, no doubt, Expreſſions enough in the 47s of the Apo- 
tles, and in the Epiſtles, as well as in the Goſpels, to ſhew 
that this Holy Sacrament was intended to be one of the 
great myſteries · of the Chriſtian Religion; and therefore 
no wonder if it be not unfolded to every body's Mind, 
= in ſuch manner as to make it ceaſe. to be a My- 
TY. 55 | | 


Ir 


: _ 
v. a; 4 Y 
. 5 ; A wh 
» „ * 0 FA * * 
* 
A 
> \ 
* * 
* * 
* I 
* 0 
15 * * 74 
» $3 ” 8 
[Y, ©. 
„ 
F 7 
» - 7 ; 
- 


mn — ara 5 


48 


SFcripture, is to be worſhipp d. 


The Second Head of Complaint confider d. 
It is eaſie to imagine that the more myſterious any 
thing is defign'd to be, in the way of Trial or Exerciſe 
of our Faith, and to heighten our Admiration of the God 
we adore, the leſs is ſaid of it in Scripture, in the way 


of Expoſition, to bring it down to our Comprehenſion 
and Capacities : And hence it is, that there is ſo very little, 
if any thing, to be met with in Scripture, to explain the 


Trinity; nor is it what any one ought to pretend to explain, 
any further than to prove that a Trinity in Unity, and 
Unity in Trinity, according to what is reveal'd to us in 

It is plain, that the God we worſhip does expect a double 
Homage from us ; as he is a Spirit, he will be worſhipp'd in 
Spirit: He expects an inward as well as an outward Obedi- 


ence : There mult be a Submiſſion of the Underſtanding as 


well as of the Will: There muſt be an Aſſent to what God 
is pleas d to reveal, though never fo hard to be underſtood, 
as well as a Conformity in our Actions to his Laws in 
things which may not perhaps be very eaſie to Fleſh and 
Blood. As this may be ſaid of Myſteries in general, ſo it 
may be truly ſaid of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in 


particular, that there is enough revealed to us in Scripture 


concerning it, to ſhew it was deſign d to be a Myſtery, and 
conſequently that we ought to look upon it as amounting 


to ſomething more than what the Expoſition ſeems to en- 


deavour tobring it to in the following Words. | 

We do therefore underſtand our Saviour's Inſtitution thus; 
That as he was to give his Body to be broken, and his 
Blood to be ſhed for our Sins; ſo he intended that this 
his Death and Suffering ſhould be flill commemorated by 
all ſuch as look for  Remiſſion of Sins by it, not only in 
their Thoughts and Devotions, but in a viſible Repreſentati- 
on which he appointed ſbould be done in Symbols that ſhould be 
both very plain and fimple, and yet very expreſive of that 


which he intended tould be remember d by them. TE; 


All this may be'very well; but this is far from being all 
that our Church teaches us to underſtand by this Divine In- 
ſtitution. Here is indeed in this Account of it, a Com- 

; | | | me- 


The Second Had of Complatit confided. 
memoration and Repreſentation of Chriſt's Death,not only 
in Thought and Devotion, but in Symbols ſufficiently ex- 


_ preflive of the thing to be remembred: But if this be all, 
what becomes of the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of our 


Souls by the Body and Blood of Chriſt, where is the 
receiving of the Body and Blood of Chriſt as the inward 
part or thing ſignified in this Sacrament, over and above the 
continual Remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of 


Chrift > Where is the myſterious Conveyance of God's 


Grace whereby we are cleans d from our Sins, and re- 
coneil d to God? There is à great deal of this kind an 
Expoſitor of this Article might in defence of the Doctrine 
of our Chureh contained in our Catechiſm, have found 
good Occaſion to enlarge upon; and ſomething at leaſt, 
of this, might have been more proper than to dictate the 
contrary with an Air of Difdain, as if all that have writ 
another way, were beneath our: Ig pgs Notice or 
Regard. r 

Should any one beppen in his own private judgment to 
favour the Zwingl;an Doctrine in this particular, it were 
certainly however but fit to keep it to himſelf, and not 
publiſh it to the World, profeſſedly oppoſin the common- 
receiv d Doctrine of the Church of England in fo material 
2 Point, under colour of expounding her Articles. For 


whether the Article it ſelf be fo very expreſs or not (and 


perhaps for ſome Reaſons at the time when the Articles 
were fram'd, it was thought moſt proper not to fay more 
than is faid ; J yet, as it certainly does ſay more than the 
Expoſition any where comes up to; fo the Church, upon 
adding the Doctrine of the Sacraments many years after 


to the Catechiſm, hath ſufficiently explain d her ſelf; in- 


ſomuch, as were a Declaration to be penn d againſt the Ex- 
poſitor's low Senſe of the Sacrament, it is not eafie to ſay 
how any thing could be more full and expreſs for receiving 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt ſpiritually and by Faith, than 


the Words of the Catechifm are: And what we are enjoin'd 


to teach our Children, may very properly be termed: 


the common receiv d Do Arint of our Church. e 


MH Ic 


* — 


The Second Heal of Camplin anf 


It having been ſufficiently labour d in the Expoſition to 


bring down the uſual Notion we have of the Lord's Supper, 


not allowing it to be myſterious, but making it very 
plain and intelligible, by reducing it to little more than a 


Commemoration or Repreſentation of Chriſt's Suffterings 


(which ſome may be apt to think may be as effectual in 


our Cloſets, as with the. uſual Formality of going to 
Church, or of kneeling at the Lord's Table,) ſuch Do- 
ctrine bearing no proportion to the Dignity and Solemnity 
of ſo Divine an Inſtitution : It is the leſs to be wonder d 
at, that ſo little regard is elſewhere had to Excommunicati- 


en, or what we call the Power of the Keys as to binding 


and Joofing. The being debarr'd the Benefit of the Sacra- 


ment by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure and Authority, muſt needs 
fall ſhort of its due Efficacy, when the Sacrament. it ſelf is 
brought ſo very low : And whether in theſe two Particulars 
of Excommunication and Abſolution, the Expoſition before 


us doth not advance Interpretations of Scripture, which do 
by no means come up to the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, may be fit to be conſider'd in this place, 
though to- be met with elſewhere, and not under this 
Article. - | +, | 
The Power of Excommunication and of Abſolution, the 


Church of Chriſt hath all along been ſuppos'd to be en- 


truſted with by our Saviour. As to the firſt, the uſual 


Notion which our Engliſh Divines have of it, may be ga- 
therd from the 33d. Article to the which they ſubſcribe, 
- where we are told that a Perſon which by open Denuncia- 


tion of che Church is rightiy cut off from the Unity of the 
Church, and Excommunicate, ought to be taken. of the 
Multunde of the Faithful, as a Heathen and a Publ 
can, until he be openly reconciled by Penance, &c. Who 


ever reads this Article, muſt needs conclude that thoſe 
that fram'd it, had our Saviour's Expreſſion before them, 


Mat. 18. 17. and copied from his Words, viz. Tell it to the 


Church; and if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 


as an Heathen Man and a Publican. Here the P erſon Excom- 


municate is in the way of Puniſhment, rendred unfit to be 
„„ con- 
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The Second Head of Complaint conſider d. 51 
convers d with, which any Man that is but duly ſenſible 
of the Benefit of Society, (if there were nothing more in 
it, as no doubt there is, with reſpect to Spiritual Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip) would dread, and do his utmoſt not 
to incurr. Now quite contrary to any thing of this, our Ex- 
poſitor hath thought fit to put ſuch a Conſtruction upon 
the Words of our Saviour, as not only implies that the 
Compilers of the 33d. Article did really not underſtand 
them, but alſo that the being ſhunn'd as a Heathen and à Pub- 
lican, is not to be look d upon as the Effect or Conſequence 
of Ex communication, but antecedent thereto. His Words 
are theſe, p. 205. If thy Brother ſin againſt thee, firſt, pri- 
vate Endeavours were to be usd;. then the Interpofition of : 
Friends was to be tryd, and finally, the Matter was to be 
referred to the Body or Aſſembly to which they belonged - 
Aud thoſe which could not be gained by ſuch; Methods, were 
no longer to be eſteemed Brethren, but were to be look'd up- 
on as very bad Men like HEAT HENS. They might - 
upon ſuch Refractorineſs, be excommunicated, and proſecuted 
afterwards in Temporal Courts, fince they had by their Per- 
verſeneſs forfeited all ſort of Right to that Tenderneſi and 
Charity, which is due to true Chriſtians, Here is a ſending 
Men to Temporal Courts for further Puniſhment, but no 
notice taken of tell it to the Church, any otherwiſe than as 
a few Neighbours got together, be it in a Veſtry or Com- 
on-Hall, or the like, may be called the Church ; and yet 
chis Notion, which ſome late Socinian Writers are fond of, 
is here countenanced with that ſeeming Aſſurance, as ſcarce 
to allow the Text to be capable of any other Interpretation. 
We are very poſitively told, that this Expoſition does ſo fully 
agree to the Occafion and Scope of the Words, that there 
u 10 Colour of Reaſon to carry them further, © © 
That the Church of England hath thought fit to carry 
them further, is very plain; and, if we do but look to 
what follows, as well as to what goes before, it cannot but 
appear, that what begins with relation had to private Diffe- 
rences, plainly ends in the Suppoſition of an extraordinary, 
Power lodg'd in the Church, whereto to have recourſe upon 
| as 2 . ps 
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ture, and ſuch as in a manner was con 


The Second Head of Complaint confider d. 
all extraordinary Occaſions. What our Saviour fubjoins 
to his Direction of telling it to the Church, and the Paniſh- 
ment annextto ſo notorious an Inſtance of Contumac 


as is the neglecting to hear the Church, we find is this: WA . 
ri I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, fal! 


be boand 


in Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, 


| ſhall be looſed in Heaven. Let any one add theſe Words to 


the foregoing Text of tell it to the Charch, and then judge 


whether my Lord of Saru s Expoſition of it be ſuch, as to 


leave no colour of reaſon to carry the Words further. | 

Though thus, by taking all our Saviour's Words toge- 
ther relating to this matter, one would think there were 
fefficient Colour to carry the Words of tell rt to the Church 
alittle further than the Expoſition carries them; yet this 
is the lefs to be wondred at, when we come to find what 
Senſe is put upon the Text it ſelf, of binding and looſc 
ing, which we now come to conſider, as a further Inſtance 
of we from the known Doctrine of the Church, 
withreipet to Abfolntror, | be 

The Form of Abſolution daily pronounced by the Prieſt, 
as well as that which we find us'd upon ſeveral particular 


Occaſions, plainly ſuppoſes a Power lodg'd in the Church, 


of rewitting and retaining Sins upon certain Conditions; 
as in Chriſt's Name, by his Authority, and in his ſtead; 
he having been pleaſed to promiſe a Ratification of the 
fame in Heaven. This hath been always called "the Power 
of #be Keys , becauſe our Saviour was pleaſed to give this 
Authority to his Apoſties, and their Succeflors under the 
Meraphor of ing or ſhutting Heaven-Gates to thoſe 
committed to their Charge, in fuch Ways, and according to 


neh Terms and fuch Qualifications and Reſtrictions as the 
_ Goſpel directs. But this is what the Expoſitor ſeems to have 


no Notion of at all; giving thoſe Texts of Scripture, 
upon which this Doctrine is founded, a quite different turn, 
and making the Commiſſion to be of a quite different na- 
| to the Apoſiles, 
or thoſe of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. What is given us up- 
on this occafien, p.190. is very remarkable, and therefore fit 

a 3 to 
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Me Second ad of Complaint confider d 
to 15 2 4 he ä and LOOSING are u- 
ed by the Jewiſh Writers in the ſenſe of affirming or denying the © 
. of any Precept of the Lam that might 2 
Ss according to this common Farm e Speech, and the Sem for- 
merly given to the Words KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, 
the meaning of theſe Words muſt be, that 'Chraft committed to 
the Apoſtles, the diſpenſing bis Goſpel to ne World, by which: 
he autherized them to difſolve the Obligation of .tbe Moſaical 
| Laws, and to give other Laus to the Chriſtian Chareh, which 
they ſhould do under ſuch vifble Obaratters of a Dive du. 
thority, empowering them and conducting them in ir, that (it 
ſhould be very evident that what. they did on Earth was alſo © 
ratified in Heaven. Theſe Words thus underſtood, carry an 
5 aclear Senſe which agrees with the whole Den of tr 
What is here meant by a clear Senſe, is not eaſie to ay; 
but that it is ſuch a Senſe as lays aſide the receiv'd Do» | 
ctrine of the Church of Euglaud, of a Power of Binding 
aud loofing lodg d in the Church by Chriſt, not confined - 
to the Apaſtles, but to-continue to the World's end, is ve- 
ry plain. The Power of diſpenſing the Goſped, and diſ- 
charging Men from the Obligation and Burden of the 
Ceremonial Law, is all the Expoſitor allows to belong to 
this Commiſſion, given by our Saviour in ſo ſolema a 
manner as we know it was, both before and after his Re- 
ſurrection. fr ſeems to have been deſigi d as a laſt Legacy 
bequeath'd to the · Church in Jab. 20. 2 2 J. He breathed os 
| them, and ſaith. unto them, Rert ĩue je ibe Hdoly Ghoſt + 
Wheſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they art remitted ; and whoſe- 
ſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained 71. 8 VT; G1 
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As it is evident that here is a Power given amounting to 
more than barely preathing the Goſpel, or dvſolving the” 
Obligation of the Mofaical Laws, or of imrodueing other 4 

Laws in the room of them, by their preaching with Autho- N E 

ity: And as it would not be hard to ſhew that the Catho- | if 

lick Church hath in all Ages underſtood it to extend to _ 
more, wiz. to a Relaxation at leaſt of Eccleſiaſtical Cen- ©; 
_ kites and Puniſhments upon true Repentance; 3 | 8 


The Second Head of Complaint conſider d. 
plain and undeniable, that our Church in particular in her 
Form of Ordination does intend ſomething more; which 
if prov'd, is all that is needful at preſent whereby to ſhew _ 
that the Expoſition is contrary to the receiv'd Doctrine of 
| the Chur. | Th | W 
| Whoever looks into our Form of Ordination, will find 
3 that the Biſhop gives the Prieſt his Commiſſion at twice. 
| Firſt, he ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the Office and Work 
; of a Prieſt in the Church of God now committed unto thee by 


the  Impofition of our Hands, whoſe Sins thou dſt forgive, 


| 5 they are forgiven, and whoſe Sins thou doſt retain, they are 
Þ retained; and be thou a faithful Diſpenſer of the Word of 

i God, and of his holy Sacraments, &c. And then follows the 
=. Delivery of the Bible, ſaying, Take thou Authority to preach 
4 2 

g the Word of God, &c. 2 

| This were a needleſs Formality thus to ſeem to give a 


| twofold Commiſſion, if they really and truly meant but one 

and the ſame thing, Here is plainly a Power given of binding 
and loofing diſtin from the Power of preaching the Word 
of God, if we will allow the Expreſſion of forgiving and 
retaining Sins to be the ſame as binding and loofing, or 
the one to be the Conſequence of the other; and that they 
are the ſame, or at leaſt referr to the ſame thing, may be 

1 gather d from the promiſcuous Uſe made of the Exprelſli- 
4 ons by him that gives this extraordinary Power, and by their 
N 
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mY always being taken to be the ſame by all Commentators 
(| and Writers of any Note, and one may ſay by the Catho- 
i tick Church, as appears by the primitive and uninterrupted 
a Practice in all Ages, in purſuance of an Authority ſuppos d 
I do be deriv'd by vertue of our Saviour's Commiſſion, Matt. 
4 | 18.18. Whatſeever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
FT Heaven ; and Joh. 20. 23. Wheſe-ſoever Sins ye remit, they 
$i are —_— ; and whoſe-ſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained, | „ Ne | 
As for our Expoſitor's Gloſs, (if what is taken from ſuch 
Authors as Epiſcopius and Curceilæus may be called my 
Lord of Sarums) though it may very well agree with 
ſome ſort of Divinity, and ſome ſort of People; yet it ' 
| | y 


The Second Head of Complaint conſider l. 
by no means ſuited either to the Doctrine or Diſcipline: of © 
the Church of England, or the Notions which our Divines 
have been bred up in. Such critical Diſcoveries and Refi-' 
nings upon SC ous, may give ſome Men àa Reputation 
with thoſe that ſet up for Wit and Delight in Novelty, eſpe- 
cially where the Diſcoveries tend to the leſſening the Au- 
thority of the Church: But, of all things, they do ſuit - 
the worſt with an Expoſetion of our Articles.  — 

It is what ſeems by no means to become an Expoſitor of. 
them thus to paſs by (as if not worth his regarding) ſuch: 
Men, as Juel, Ußber, Mountacut (the two former being referr'd. 
to by the latter upon this Subject, p. 467. Orig. Eccl. Tomi 

primi pars poſter.) or ſuch as Biſhop Andrews, Dr. Hammond, 
and other Learned Divines, who follow St. Chryſeſtom, and 
the generality: of the Fathers of the Church; and inſtead 
of. theſe, to borrow Notions in Divinity from Leyden and. 
Geneva, and affect the following ſuch Authors as are by no 

means approv d of in our Univerſities ; but have been. 
judged to be unorthodox and dangerous. | 7 

Upon the whole matter, after this curſory - View taken 
of. ſome few ſcatter'd Paſſages to be met with in the Expo- 
ſition, it may be truly ſaid, that over and above the Deſign ' 
of an unjuſtifiable Latitude which is diſcoverable througli- 
out the Book, there is this further Obſervation to be 
made, though not expreſsd in the Complaint made in Con- 
vocation againſt it; that though the Articles were man 
of them penn d in oppoſition to ſeveral other Adverſaries - 
as well as the Papiſts, which our Church at that time had, = 
and (till continues to have to deal with, the Expoſitor is . 

found unhappily to have kept his Eye ſo much upon one Þ 

_ fort of Men, zz. the Papiſts, as in great meaſure to have 
overlook'd the Danger we are in from any of the reſt. It muſt 

be acknowledged, that a great deal is extreamly well ſaid a- 
gainſt Popery ; but whether after the many :admirable, 
Tracts upon all Subjects of that kind the late Reign produ- 
ced, ſo very much of the ſame again was ſo very needſul 
at this time of day, his Lord{hip may beſt judge. But, as 
tor all our other Adverſaries, whichare very numerous (and. | 
OMe: - 
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times ſpeak againſt themſelves, and very often 


The Seaand Heat of Complaint conſoles d. 


ſome of which we do not obferve to be the more modeſt, 


or more inclining to Peace, for the Toleration granted them 


by the State) if againſt theſe our young Students in Divini- | 


ty ſnall need any Help to vindicate their Articles, it is not 
to this Fopeſuion of them they are to have recourſe, if they 
hope fen au Aſſiſt ance: So far from it, that under the 
Name of an 'Expot 


as he finds it: But when he does vouchfafe to ſpeak out, 
conſidering he is himſelf a Biſhop of the Church of Erg · 
land, he is willing to keep from the Imputation of Partiali- 
y. This he does im ſack manner as am unprejudic'd Rea - 


er would be apt to miſtake him, as he himſelf tells us in his 
Preface, p. 6. ſome have really done, as to what fide he is 
of, with reſpe& to the Doctrine of Predeſtination, he carries 


things with ſo even an hand, or rather fo feemingly inclining 
againſt the eſtabliſh's Retgion, making the Articles ſome 
| en againſt the re 
ceivd Doctrines of the Church, and to the Advantage of the 


Diſſenters, and of ſuch Conſtitutions as are oppoſite to our 


oun, as one would be apt to take this Hepeſitias as a Ba- 
lance of Proteſtantiſm in general. His Lordſhip manages 
the ſeveral Points in debate with ſo much . Calknmeſs of 
Temper and Indifference, when in behalf of our Conſtituti- 


on he is to face an Adverſary, that no ane can cliarge him 


with Partiality, fo much as to his o Order; he manages 
the whole in ſuch ſort, with reſpect to the Church, as accor- 
ding to the uſual Phraſe, may be ſaid to be without Favour 
or Affection: Witneſs this ſhort Recapitulation of his way 


of dealing with ſeveral forts of Adverfaries which have hap- 


ned to come in his way. SP 
W hat is ſaid of the Text of St. John un Jer the firſt Arti- 


ele, the Socinias is certainly very much oblig d to his Lord- 


ſhip for. By w har is ſaid of the Creeds, and eſpecially that of 


Athanaſius under the 8th Article, not oaly the Sacinian, but 


the Deift, is gratify d; and ſo E-kewife by the Diſtinction 
without a Difference of in the Lam and by the Law, _ 


— — ates * — ans” nn Coke . 


or, his Lordſhip ſeems rather to ſet 
himſelf between the Church of gland and the Diſſenters, 
in the way of Moderator, and very often leaves the Point 


The Second Head of Comiplaat confer. 
the 18th. All ſort of looſe Sectaries, u ho have no regard to 
Divine Commiſſion, but look upon any Lay-man'or Mecha- 
nick, to be as well qualify d to baptize or preach; as thoſe: 
that are called Prieſts or Deacons. Theſe have under the 
109th Article ſufficient Encouragement to truſt to the Word 
preach'd, and Sacraments adminiftred in their way. The 
Presbyterians and Independents are under the 23d Article 
treated in the moſt courteous manner that can een by: 
themſelves be deſired. The Anabaptiſts have the great 
thing they contend: for ſupposd in the 27th Article: 
Grant that there is no expreſs Rule or Precept in - Scripture 
for Infant-Baptiſm, and they reckon their Point gained. 
The 28th  Artiele is brought beneath the Calvin, 
and the Doctrine of it brought upon the level with 
the Zwinglian and the Socinian, by allowing little 
or nothing of Myſtery in the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 
per: And whereas there is one fort of Men who were 
not in being when the Articles were fram d; and conſequent- 
ly one would ſearce expect to have them ſhare in his Lord - 
ſhip's Fa vour in this Expoſition: Vet, what was in the laſt 
Article level 'd at the old Anabaptiſts, with reſpect to Sweas 
ring, coming now to be the Caſe of the Quakers, they 
are extreamly oblig d to his Lordſhip for what he ſays 
of the Two Texts in Scripture which they chiefly reſt 
upon. The 39th Article takes notice both of. our Savi- 
our's and of St. James's Words, and gives us the true:mean- 
ing of them, and at the ſame time afjerts the Lawfulneſs'of 
dwearing when call'd thereto by good Authority. Now, 
tho after ſome pains taken with Men that are not eaſily per- 
fwaded to any thing, they are come at length to ſome ſort of 
Reaſon; and the better to avoid ſome Worldly Inconveani- . 
ences, do think fit to diſpenſe — teſtimony by a 
folemn Declaration in the Prefence of God; yet at the ſame 
time being willing to fancy ieh themfelves, that they keep 
to their old Rule of yea, yea, na), nay, and ſwear not at all.T hat 
theſe People may have their due proporriorr of my Lord of 
Sarum's Kindnets, in expounding the Article vherein thexß 1 
happen to be coneern d, he repeats - the two Texts, 2 | ; 


58 


Die Third Head of Complaint conſider d. 

Mat. 5. 34. and Jam. 5.12. And though his Lordſhip hath. 
not thought fit to ſay directly that the Quakers are in the 

right; yet this he does ſay for them, that It muſt be con- 
feſs'd that theſe Words ſeem to be ſo expreſs and poſitive, that 
great regard is to be had to a Scruple that is founded on an Au- 
thority that ſeems to be ſo full : But whether this Authority 
does ſeem to be ſo full, may be gather'd from the Texts 
themſelves, as well as from the Article. St. James, to be 
ſure, muſt be ſuppos'd to mean the ſame as our Saviour, 
and to referr to his Command ; which when we turn to, 
we find explain'd by what he ſubjoins, viz. Let your Com 
munication be yea, yea, nay, nay ; confining the Rule of 
Swear not at all, either to the doing it by any Creature, or 
in common Converſation. After all theſe Inſtances of 
my Lord of Sarum s Moderation and Temper, if not Fa- 
vour, ſhewn to the Adverſaries of our Church, though they 
are but fe in compariſon of what might be produced; 
yet, ſhould the Expoſitor or any one think fit to reply to 
theſe Sheets, it may ſeem to be but a reaſonable Requeſt 
in the way of Anſwer, to pick up and put together but 
the like Number of Paſſages throughout the whole Folio 
Book, which may be fairly ſhewn to be meant in favour of 
the Church of England, as by Law. eſtabliſh'd, in direct 
Oppoſition to any of her Adverſaries whatſoever, except 

the Papiſt. F 


This being ſaid, it is preſum'd the Second Head of 


Complaint againſt the Expoſition, will be allow'd to be 
for the preſent ſufficiently made good. Come we now 
to the Third, viz. | 


Ty bat there are ſome things in the ſaid Book, which 
— - ſeem to be of dangerous Conſequence to the Church of 
2Z 3 as by Law eſtabliſhed, and to derogate from 
. r of its Reſormation. : 


Here are two things to be conſider d: Firſt, that there 
gre ſome things in the Book before us which ſeem to be of dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the Church of England as by Law, 2 

2 id; 


% 


3 
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liſh'd ; and Secondly, there are things in it, which ſeem ro 


derogate from the Honour of its Reformation. 


As to the Firſt, well is it, if what we find in the Book. ſhall 


only ſeem to be of dangerous conſequence to the eſtabliſh'd 


Church, and not really prove ſo in the Event. 


Before we come to particular Paſſages, there are ſome 
things may be fit to be conſider d in groſs, with reſpe& to 


the Conſequences they draw after them. As firſt, It can't but 


be of ill conſequence, that any private Perſon ſhall at plea- 


ſure take the liberty of putting what Senſe he pleaſes upon 
the publick Acts of the Church; for ſuch the Articles are 


knowh to be ; and by them we are to ve 19-6 in our Judg- 


ment of things. By way of Excuſe, and the better to ju- 
ſtiſie ſo new an Undertaking, we are told in the beginning 
of the Preface, That it has been often rec on dd among the 


things that were wanting, that we had not a full and clear Ex- 
planation of the 39 Articles, which are the Sum of our Do- 


drine, and the Confeſſion of our Faith. © _ y 

A full and clear Explanation of any thing is, no doubt, 
what all, except ſuch as think Ignorance an Advantage to 
Religion, muſt needs very heartily wiſh, and deſire, and a little 
repine at the want of, be the thing to be explain'd of what 


nature ſoever. But the Queſtion is, which way in the Caſe 
before us, ſuch a full and clear Explanation was to be hop'd _ 


for, when for any private Perſon to undertake it and miſ- 
carry in it, muſt needs be of dangerous Conſequence to the 
Church: the Modeſty therefore and Cantion,to the which the 


| Preface imputes the want of any ſuch Explanation hitherto, 


ſeem to have been very commendable Qualities in our. Dz- 
vines ;as it might very juſtly ſeem to them too aſſaming for any 
private Perſon to venture on ſuch an Undertaking, conſidering 
how apt Men are to be miſtaken, when by endeavouring to 


explain a thing and make it clear, they ſometimes rather ren- 
der it more intricate gadconfuſed than before. Perhaps for 


any one to undertake 4» Expoſition of the 39 Articles, and 


- publiſh it as ſuch, was one of the things the leaſt wiſh'd for 
of any thing of that kind whatſoever, by all wiſe _ : 
En a 
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Ne Third Head of Complaint coufider' d. 


andeould our Great Men have foreſeen what proves to be 
the Effect at laſt of ſuch an Undertaking, they would 


not only have wiſh'd againſt it, but would have oppo- 


It is very well known, that ſince the Year 1562, when 
the Articles were ſetled as ue now ſubſcribe them, there 


have been very many learned Men, who by their Writings 


upon other Subjects, have ſhewn they neither wanted Abi- 


lities nor Induſtry, they neither wanted Parts nor good 
Wilt to ſerve the Church in this or any other Way that 
might be thought expedient ; and yet the more Judicious, 
by their letting this alone, or chuſing to. do what of this 
kind they judg d needful, in another way (as Hooker, Biſhop 


- Pearſon, and ſame other great Men, are known to have 


done) by their not attempting a direct Expoſition of the 
Articles as they he, or pretending to give their Senſe of 
them under that Name; they have not only given very 
good Proof of their Modeſty , but of their Wiſdom alſo, 
as they foreſaw an unanſwerable Inconvenience was like to 
attend fuch an Undertaking : For, as on the one hand, it is 
a thing too great for any private Perſon to pretend to, (and 
a Biſhop: is no more in reſpect of the Church of England re- 
preſented in Convocation;) it is too much for any private 
Perſon to offer at, unleſs the Work, before it be made pub 
lick, be ſubmitted to the Examination of a Synod, as ue 
find a whole Quarto Book to have been, Page by Page, in 
Biſhop Overals time; ſo, on the other hand, ſhould ſuch a 
Work be prepar d, and brought before a Convocation, there 


would be as great an Inconvenience in the Publication of it 


by the Authority of the ſame Body of Men that firſt gave 
the Articles their Being; ſoraſmuch as ſuch an Expoſition 
fo warranted; would look too like an unreaſonable Addition 


to the Terms of our Communion, 


But, be it as it will, whether a E ſett Expoſition publiſh» | 
ed to the World as ſuch, was either needful or proper, isa 


thing not eaſie todetermine; but thus much is plain, that ſince 


all our great Men for the ſevenſcore X ears laſt paſt (and 
thoſe eſpecially who lived ſo near the Fountain · Head,, and 


were 


The Third Head of Complaint confuler'd 6x AM 
were Men of excellent Abilities, and fully underſtood our. ] 
Conſtitution) thought it 00 aſſuming for any Man to bentar e 
upon ſuch an Undertaking, without a Command from thoſe: who ” 
had Authority to give it, till it had been better known where 4 
that Authority is lodg'd, that can render an Expoſition of uZ 4 
Articles Authentick. It had been happy for the Church if | 
my Lord of Sarum had thought fit to have been reſtrain- . > of 
ed by the ſame means of Modefly and Prudence, or be it _—_ 
Caution, as his Lordſhip terms it, till it had been regularly. 1 
determin'd in Convocation, (as thither, no doubt, the Que 
ſtion ought firſt to have come) whether an Expeftion of 
the Articles were needful or not; and if it were, then W- bo 
were the moſt proper Perſons to be employ d therein, whe- 
ther a Stranger, or ſome of our own Divines 

This being ſaid of the ill Conſequences that may attend. 
the Example of what hath not hitherto been thought to-be: 
2 juſtifiable Liberty to be taken by wiſe and modeſt Mens 1 
Come we now in the next place, to conſider the Authority 1 
that is pretended to by the Author of this Ex poftion where 1 
by to juſtiſie the Undertaking. It is ſuggeſted that the late 9 
Archbiſhop put him upon this Work, he encoura- 1 
ged the Progreſs made in it, and approvd of the whole nn 
when finiſh'd. The Approbation of both our preſent Me- 1 
tropolitans, many of our Biſhops, and Learned Di vines is ah = 
ſo brought to warrant the Publication of it. This, ſo far — 
as concerns Matter of Fact, it may be more proper to con- 1 
ſider elſe u here: But it is the Conſequence: of all this, ſo 4 
far as it affects the Eſtabliſh'd Church, is the thing to be con = 
er ar this place; 27 =; non innon worn a7 — 
And can any thing look more fatal to the Eſtabliſh'd 9 
| Church, than to have a Platform laid for Comprehenfion,. 1 
and a Way ſcor'd out to evade the Force of all Subſcripti- 1 
ons, and this to be uſher'd into the World with ſo much 40 
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ſeeming Authority? The Name of a Great Frelate is in the 44 

Front of it, and the Approbation of feverat Archbiſhops,/ 4 

and Biſhops, and many Learned Divines, pretended to, and 744 

aShew made, as if publiſh d at their Deſire. May not this 1 

Dive too great an Alarm to all true Sons of. the * o 
EE Eng- 
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| England, and make them imagine that ſomething very extra- 
ordinary is at the Bottom of all this? Is there not here a very 


n. Third Head of Complaint cr d. 


t Occaſion given for ſuch Fears and Jealouſies as have of 
C in warm Diſputes between the Two 
Houſes of Convocation? And if ſuch Diſputes may be faid 
to be of dangerous Conſequence (as no doubt they are) it may 
be very fit to conſider how far they are or have been owing 
to the firſt Leaf of the Preface of this Book, where ſo ma- 
ny great Men are made to countenance a Work which the 


_ Clergy in general cannot apprehend to be of Service to the 


Church, but very much the contrary. 
It is very unhappy that the Lower Houſe of Convocation 


mould at this time of day be found to complain of the Wri- 


tings of one of their own Biſhops ; and yet conſidering with 
how much ſeeming Authority this Book pretends' to come 
forth, this is what could not be avoided, unleſs we could ſup- 
poſe it were fit that the whole ſhould paſs for the future as the 
Senſe of the Church, and the Clergy would be contented to 


ſit down by it upon all Occaſions as an AuthenickExpoſition, 


whenever it ſhall cometo be quoted upon them by the Ad- 
verſaries of our Church, be it either the Papiſt or any o- 
ther Diſſenter. The Name of a Biſhop alone goes a great 
way with the Engliſh Clergy ; and the Authority of ſeveral 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops . muſt needs go fo much further. 
And though this part of the Preface, when it comes to be 
examined, may poſlibly admit of different Grammatical 
Senfes, fo as to acquit the many that are ſaid to approve 


of the Book: Yet, to have fo great a Man as the late Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter brought upon the Stage to countenance 
what is generally thought to be very oppoſite to his laſt 


and ripeit Notions of things, is very ſurprizing: And 
however it may prove upon a full Examination of the mat- 
ter in point of Fact, it muſt be acknowledg d that to be 
forc'd to queſtion what (if any regard is to be had to 
Words) does ſeem to be affirm'd by a Biſhop of our Church, 
1s a thing of ill conſequence; and nothing can be more 
unhappy, than that there ſhould be occaſion given for ſuch 
3 3. A- 
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3. Among the many things to be found in this Book, 
liſh'd Church, all the wrong Conſtructions. put upon the 


Particulars. 


came a Stranger amongſt us, and may be ſuppos d to have 


of LESS IMPORTANCE. 


He IG p 


Lutheran is brought in obje ting againſt our Church, that 
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«hich may ſeem-to be of danzerous conſequence to the EH. 


Articles contrary to the received Doctrines of the Church 
(which have been already ſhewn)) might very well be rec-. 
kon d, and ſo, no doubt, may the Latitude contended for in 
ſubſcribing, the Inconvenience. whereof hath been already. 
conſidered under the Firſt Head of Complaint.. It is not 
caſie to ſay what can be of worſe.conſequence to an Eſtab. 
liſh'd Church than ſuch Projects · as undermine Foundations 
and-fruſtrate the Deſ:gn of having Articles to be ſubſcrib'd 
to: which cannot but be ſuppos'd to have been with a par- 
ticular Regard had to Men of difigrent Perſwaſions, and to 
keep them from being of the Maittry, by whoſe Prea- 
ching the Minds of well-diſpos'd Chriſtians may come to 
be diſturb'd, if not depra vd and drawn into Error. 

But this is not all that naturally comes under this 
Head; and therefore from theſe Generals deſcend we to 
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1. We no ſooner look into the Book, but in the very 


firſt Leaf of it we meet with that which may prove of ill 


conſequence; and that is, the giving his Majeſty a wrong 
State of the Caſe, as to our Differences in Religion in E- 
land. Such Impreſſions to be made upon a Prince, who. 


great regard to what is ſaid by ſo great a Man, may prove 
very diſadvantagious to the Eſtabliſh'd Church. A great 
deal of blame may ſeem to lie at our door, were it really 
true, that the Wounds and Breaches made among thoſe wo 
in common profeſs the ſame Faith, are owing to their being. 
unhappily disjointed and divided by ſome Differences that are 


To ſhew that this is no Slip or Miſtake, at the End of the 
preface the ſame thing is in a manner repeated, or fuggeſted, 
in a Diſcourſe our Author had with a Foreign Divine, 4 


our 


* 
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our Diſputes are only about Forms of Government and 
Worſhip, and about things that were of their own' nature IN. 
DIFFERENT ; things of leſs moment by far than what 
the Lutherans and Calvins differ about, with reſpect 
to Predeſtination. How the Latberan was anſwer d, we 
are not told; but we may eaſily gueſs to what effect it 
was, by tlie Prayer which follows; which is, that God would 
enlighten and direct all Men to confider well how it ought to 
be anſwered :- which looks as if he that thus prays, were 
of the fame Opinion with the Zutherav, That our 
Church ſhould be thus miſ-underſtood both at home and 
abroad, is very unhappy. It is much to be lamented, 
that fo great a Traveller ſhould not firſt have been bet- 
ter acquainted with the State of the Church to the which 
he was ſuppos d to belong: For who is there almoſt. 
does not know thatthe Cafe is quite otherwiſe > This is 
indeed pretended by our Adverfaries, but is far from 
being trve. It is well known that the Diſſenters from 
the Church of Exgland, who pretending to profeſs the 
ſame Common Faith with vs, make all our Wounds and 
Breac hes, are the Papiſts, the Socinians, the Deiſts, the 
Quakers, the-Anabaptiſts, the Presbyterians, the Indepen- 
dants, and fome others, (who having not yet arriv'd to 
the Perfection of a ſettled Sect, ſeparate from the Church 
without a Name.) Theſe are the Men that make all 
our Wounds and Breaches ; And whether our Diviſtons 
(while theſe are the Men we are daily obliged to encoun- 
ter) can be ſaid to be of things of /e/s Importance, let any 


* 


2. If it be of ill conſequence to a Church to have its 

Clergy mif-repreſented both to the King and to the World, 
there does not want for a further Inſtance of this kind: 
In the very beginning of the Book; the firſt Paragraph of 
the Epiſtle, and again, the very firſt thing we meet with 
in the Preface, gives a very odd Account of our Dives. 
What is ſaid of them, can by no means redound to their 
Credit, in point of dealing ſincerely either with _ or 
* | I 
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| Man. In the Epiſtle they are ſuppos d to have pray d for 
two Kings ſucceſſively as Defenders of of the Faith, whom at 


the ſame time they apprehended to be led into the Defign of 
overturning it. This, it is faid, we were aſham'd to do; 
but yet this it ſeems we did : But whether this be a juſt 


Imputation upon ſuch as were Preachers in thoſe Days, or 
not, depends upon theſe two Points: 1. Whether by the 
Title of Defender of the Faith, we muſt neceſlari- 
ly mean Defender of the Proteſtant 
the Chriſtian Faith in 
rent to the Im 


general ; fince that Title was inhe- 


our Religion and have the Protection of the Law, under 
the Ad ration of a Prince that ha tobe of 2 
different hee this may not be ient to juſtiſie 


the terming ſuch a Prin 
Salvo of this kind h more to the Advantage of 
the Clergy of the Chyirch of England, than to make them 
take Shame upon OD for prevaricating with Almigh- 


ty God. 
In the very Beginning of the Preface, our Engliſh Di- 
vines are again brought t acknowledge a hike 3 - 4 


ſincerity: It is told in ſuch a manner, as if they 
ther thought any hurt in it, nor would 
it. The Words are theſe: Ir hath been thkewife often 
fed; that theſe Articles ſeemed to ze fo plain a 


rau 


ſcript ef 82. Auſtin's Doctrine in thoſe much 755 uten Points 


concerning the - Decrees © of God, and the Efedy F Grace, 
that they were not ex 


pounded hy our Divines, for that ve. 
ry reafon ; frace the far greater Number of them is believell 
to be nom of a different Opinion. What is here ſaid to be ſug- 
. peſted, the Expoſitor doth himſelf 0 gun tug- 
geſt, p. 168. which, if true, the very Exam 

deed very much countenance the By Practice * e 

one thing, and mea 


it cannot but reflect upon the Church, were it true that 


fluch 


t Religion, or only 


perial Crown of this Realm long before the 
Reformation. 2. Whether, if we enjoy the” Profeſſion of 


Defender of the Faith. Some 


= to 2 | 


| ning another, ſo 1 e the 
Latitude feor'd ont in the Expoſition ; but, at the fame time 


| the . atlow'd eres wid A Liberty of fubſeribing in 
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The Third Head of Complaint conſuler'd. 


ſuch a manner as muſt of courſe render all Subſcriptions 


ol no eſſect. 


1. A very ill uſe might be made to the Prejudice of the 
Church, of a very groundleſs Suggeſtion to be met with, 
both at the End of the Iutroduction, and at the Beginning 
of the Expoſition of the 20th Article; in both which pla- 
ces the Reader is led to imagine, that the printed Articles 


to the which we ſubſcribe, do vary in very many particulars 


from the Originals, ſome of which Variations are very 
conſiderable: And to make this the more obſervable , our 
Articles are collated in p. 10-11, 12, c. with the Synodalia 
laid up in Corpus Chriſti College Library in Cambridge. Now, 
though in ſome reſpects thoſe ' Manuſcripts may be call'd 
Originals, or Authentick Draughts ; yet are they not by a- 
ny means to be look d upon as the laſt Originals, from the 
which our Articles were printed. The laſt Record was 
_ doubtleſs either burnt in the Fire of London, Au. 1666. or 
hath otherwiſe hapned tobe loſt. it, 
True it is, that as much as this comes to, ſeems to be in- 
timated at the End of the Iudroduction, fo as in effect to 
make the pompous collating of Copies to be altogether 
inſignificant, and of no uſe: But if we turn to the 20h 
Article, where the Church is ſaid to have Power to decree 
Rites oꝛ Ceremonies, and Authozity in matters of Faith. 
We are there told what revives the Difficulty, and leaves 
it unanſwerd: For the Expoſitor is pleas'd to ſay p. 192. 
The firſt Words of this Article were put in this Place ac- 
cording to the printed Editions, though they are. not in the 
Original of the Articles figned by both Houſes of Convocati- 
on, that are yet extant. Who would not hence inſerr that 
theſe Words were not in the Original ſignd in Convocati- 
on, whenas his Lordſhip can only mean the Manuſcript 
in Corpus Chriſt; College: For that they were in that Origi- 
nal from whence our Articles were printed (and which was 
ſigned in Convocation, as well as that imperfe Draught 
ſtill remaining) was put beyond all Diſpute or Queſtion by 
Archbiſhop Laud, in a Speech in the Star-Chamb 2 
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occaſion hereafter to ſne more at large. 
The Truth of this Fact, ſo great an Hiſtorian as is my 
Lord of Sarum, cannot be ſuppos d to have been ignorant 
of, which makes it the more unaccountable, why ſuch a 


Saying ſhould, be plac'd in the Front of the Expoſition of 


that very Article, and be left unexplain'd, whereby the Rea- 
der may happen to be but too eaſily mif-led, and imagine the 
old Cavils raiſed againſt the Clauſe to have been juſt: by his 
calling thoſe Manuſcripts Originals, too much Credit may 
come to be given to a thing, which after a . great deal of 


_ noiſe made of it in the World, hath ſo publickly and ſo 


many Ways been refuted: And to this we may add one 
further Inconvenience which may happen to attend the 


keeping up ſo groundleſs a Scruple, (and the more Variati- 


ons are pointed out, the greater ſtill ſhall be the Objection) 
the Clergy in general, upon the Suppoſition of thoſe Ma- 
nuſcripts being true and Authentick Originals, may ſeem to 
labour under ſome Difficulty with reſpect to the Obligati- 
on they lie under to read the Articles paſs'd in Convocati- 
on Anno 1562, in the Face of their Congregations within 


ſuch a time after their Admiſſion to any ky rang Prefer- 


ment; and this they do from the Printed Editions: which 
it not truly taken, but on the contrary, innumerable Varia- 
tions are to be met with, and ſome of thoſe of Length and 
of Moment; ſuch an Objection (were the Fact true upon 
which it is grounded) might create a great deal of Trou- 
ble: But of this enough. 3 cy 
The ſeveral foregoing Inſtances of the Expoſition being 
in many reſpects of dangerous Conſequence to the. Church, 
might ſuffice to make good that part of this Third Head 


of Complaint which is now before us: But there is ſtill 


ſomething behind of greater conſequence than all that has 

been ſaid as yet, and which will therefore deſerve to be fully 
conſider d; as what, if not ſet in its true Light, may one 
time or other prove very fatal to the Churcdcn. 


> Such 


IEF 6 
by Dr. Heyliv in his Hiſt, of Presbyt. 5p. 268. as there may be 
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The Thi = . c= 
Suck is the Nature 6f dif Conſtitttion beth in Church 


"ol State, that things being ſetled upon à BoD Foindati- 
on, and many i Laws being provided to our 


Hands, fot the good Government both of the one and of 


the other ; ( a it being natural for alt wife Men to deſire 


2 Contintance of that i hich they have long enjoy d the 


Benefit of.) Our Happineſs in reeds degree may be faid to 
conhiſt in the Security we have of never undergoing any = 
conſiderable Alteration, but by our own Conſent ; no confide- 
lable Alteration can be made in the State, but with the Con. 
{ent of our temporal Repreſentati ves. No regular Change of 
Church Gbverumeut of of any thing that is of moment in Di- 
vine Worſhip, or the Eftabhiſn d Rehgion, but with the Ap- 
probation-and Coneurrence of out Spiritual Repreſentatives 


Aſembled in Convocation. So ſecure is the Church of its 


continuing in a quiet Poſſeſſion of all its juſt Rights ac- 


- cording to its preſent Eftabliſhment : It being only in caſe 


of great Neceſſity, that the Secular Power does ever 8⁰ & 


bod to overcraſe thit Authority that is lodged in the 
Church, ſo as bo include all Spiritual Perſons in their San- 


ions, without their more immediate and explicit Coty 
lent. This in things purely Spiritual, hath rarely been 

exercis'd, and never but upon extraordinary Occaſions; and 
here the Welfare of the State hath been Jadg d through 
ten Emergencies to be conctrid. 

The King, as the Head of the L Legiſhtive Power, is by 
the Law declared to be (as even withour ſuch Declaration he 
undoubtedly would be, and is) Supreum, as well in Church 
as State: And the Church of England has been always ſo 
very careful to acknowledge it in its full Extent and Lati- 
rude, as never to have given the leaſt Occaſion of Jealou- 
fie; but hath rather run into it chearfully, as its great Hap- | 
pineſs and Security to have it maintain « > and yer we may - 
remember the time when: we lay under a Neceſſity of ma- 
king a ſtand in behalf of our Conſtitution, denying the 


Supremacy in the King to reach to a Power of ſuſpending 


_ or of making Alterations,. WO to Law by os 


WFG 


e — rin wr 


new Laus by the fame Power. 
pon the whole matter, ſuch is the nature of our Co- 
ſtitution, and the wiſe Contrivance of it, both with re- 


ſpect to Church and Stare, and with a due regard had to 


the Monarchy at the fame time, that it cannot eaſily hap- 
— that any of the three ſhould ſuffer by the one break». 
g in upon the other, unleſs it be brought to paſs by ſome . 
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ien ; becauſe this comes too near to eng: LEN 


baba inteſtine Diviſions and Feuds : And ſuch was the 


Caſe when all the three did ſuffer an Eclipſe fora time, it 
as owing to no tefs x Cauſe than an abſolute unhinging ok 


the Government K and a Tore Of. Ditfolution of the. 


whole.” | 

When thus the ppm of our Oude confifts. 
in 2 due Poize and good Correſpondei 
Monarchy, and its Spiritual and” Temporal Subjects, what. 


could be rhought of more effectually to lead to a 


Miſunderſtanding, than to go about to caſt the hole 


into a new Mould, and put things upon a new. Bottom? 


To throw down our Boundaries, and let in all forts of Ad- 
verfaries into our very Beweis by à new Scheme of Lati- 
tude in ſubſeribing to the Articles, is bad enough: But to 


carry it ſo far, as to make all ſorts of Changes practicable, 


without going the round-about way of Convocational De 


ſions, or Acts ot Parliament, is certainly much worſe: A Way | 


tobe ſcor d out to baffle all Security from the prefent Eſtab-.- 


 liſhment $ ſuch a Notion tobe ſtarted, and often ſuggeſted 


by a Biſhop (which was with great reaſon univerſally explo- 


R ded, whey the Conſequences of it began to appear in tlie 


late Reign) is very ſurprizing; and yet this is what we do 
often meet with up and down, and ſeems to be taken for 
granted upon all Occaſions in the Expoſetion, viz. That a 
Prince finding, or at leaſt apprehending his Clergy to be 
corrupted, or to be fo ſtubborn and refractory, as not eaſily 


to be brought to ſuch Meaſures of Retormation as he thinks 


needfal for the good of the Church, may call ſome few - 


Divines to his Alliſtance, whom he takes to be the moſt 


knowing and ficteſt Counſellours; and with their Advice 


nce between the 


Ne Third Head of Complaint con ſider d. 
he may bring things to what Shape he pleaſes, by his 
Regal Authority. If this be not of dangerous Conſe. 
quence to an Eſtabliſh'd Church, and a free People, where 
all things are ſetled and bounded by Laws, it is not eaſie 
to ſay what is. An abſolute Sovereignty in Spirituals is 


that which exceeds all Pretences even of the Pope 


himſelf : And what the late King James, to the Loſs 
of his Dominions, was flattered into the Exerciſe of, is 
nothing in reſpect of what the Expoſitor (unleſs he ſhall 
think fit to explain himſelf, which is much deſired ) 
ſeems at preſent to promote. And though the Notion, if 


carry d to the l be of as pernicious Conſequence as 
can well be imagin 


d, yet the Expoſitor ſeems ſo very fond 
of it, as to be found to ſcatter the Suggeſtion up and down 
his Writings in ſome other Books, as well as in this 

laſt, which he is willing we ſhould believe to have been 


written with Care. His Hiſtory of the Reformation gives 


us every now and then a Taſte of it, taking much leſs 


notice of the Concurrence of the Clergy in Synod, ot 


of the Part they bore in that great Revolution, than he 
might have done. There is no Conſtitution lands better 
affected tothe Supremacy than the Church of Exgland: 


But co carry it beyond what ever any Proteſtant "WB ſince 


the Reformation has ever deſired it ſhould be carried, or is, 
in truth, conſiſtent with the known Laws of the Land, is 
not to complement, but to diſ-ſerve the Crown; and 
therefore it is hoped his Lordſhip does not mean ſo 
_— as his Words, upon reading, do ſeem to im- 


Our Expoſitor's great Unhappineſs in this particular 
(not to make it more than an unhappy Miſtake) is want 
of ſufficiently diſtinguiſning between the Regal and the 

Legiſlative Power in England; but that, through this 


 Miltahe, he ſeemsto labour an unlimited Power of ma- 


King [terations in the Church at Will tobe in the Prince, 


appegrs not. only from what we ſhall find inſinuated 
in the INTRODUCTION, as to what he is. willing 


mould be thought to ha ve been in Fact, upon the feſt ſe⸗ 
* ling 


| ſeveral other Parts of the Book. As for Inſtance, p. 259. 


there is this Paſſage which will need to be explain'd and 


ſoften'd, if otherwiſe meant. When the Body of the Cler- 


gy comes to be fo corrupted, that nothing can ee 


the regular Decifions of any Synod or Meeting called accor- 
ding to their Conſtitution; then, if the PRINCE ſhall ſe- 
left a peculiar Number, and commit to their Care the exami- 
ning, and reforming both of Doctrine and Worſhip, and ſhall 


give the legal Sanction to what they ſhall offer to him, we 


muſt confeſs that ſuch a Method as this runs contrary to the 
eftabliſh'd Rules. —— But ſtill here is an Authority both in 


FACT and RIGHT ; for if the Magiſtrate hath a power to 
make Laws in Sacred Matters, he may order thoſe to be prepa- 


red by whom, and as he pleaſes. 


When by Magiſtrate, is meant the whole Legiſlative, - 


Power, the Queſtion is different, and conſequently the 
_ Expreſſion at beſt, in a thing of the higheſt Importance, is 
left ambiguous ; in the one Senſe it is not true, and in- 
the other it ſtands in need of ſome Proviſo's, with reſpect to 
the. Law of God, and the particular Conſtitutions of States 
and Kingdoms. | | 


But the Apology made for the Irregularity, as being cots. 290 


trary- to the Eſtabliſb d Rules, ſeems to take off all Am 
guity, not leaving room for ſo favourable an Interpreta- 
tion, as by Prince to mean only as in Conjunction with 
the Three Eſtates off the Realm. The Power attributed to 
the Prince, is ſuppos d to be againſt the Eftabliſhd Rule, 
which, were all the Three Eſtates ſuppos d to concurr, can- 
not be ſaid to be the Caſe. This therefore ſeems to reſtrain 
the Senſe, and makes what is faid to be only meant of 
the Prince himſelf. Now, whatever may be the Caſe of an 
Abſolute Sovereign, this is certainly what does not ſuit 
| with the Conſtitution of Exgland: And, as we ſhall find 
that it was not fo ix Fact at the Reformation, ſo neither- 
hath it ever been-allow'd, that there is a ſufficient Authority 
any more in Right than in Fact; and to have ſuggeſted - 
uch a thing in the late Reign, might have ſeem d to juſti- 


ling the Reformed Religion in Exgland, but alſo frmm 


fie 


- 
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louſly oppos d. | 


True it is that this Authority of Fa and Right, is upon 
the Suppoſition that the Clergy are fo corrupted, as that 
nothing can be truſted to a regular Deciſion. But is not the 


Prince left to judge when this is the Cafe, and when it is 
not? And may not a Reſuſal to ſuſpend when commanded, 
be reckon'd a Degree of this Corruption, as was the Cafe 


inthe late Reign? Or may not the Clergy be look'd upon 
to be headſtrong and intemperate when they are only do- 
ing their Duty, and what becomes them in behalf of the 


Church, and thereby be adjudg'd nor fit to be truſted with 
a regular debating of any t ing in order to their coming to 


This abſolute Power in the Prince in Matters Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, is more than ſuggeſted in the Expoſition of the 371% 
Article, viz. Of the Civil Magiſtrate. Many Inſtances are 
brought from Scripture of the Kings of Hrael, importing 
a Power in the way of Precedent or Pattern to us, Which 


neither they, nor our Princes can ever be ſhewn to 


have exercis d or claim d. Vid. p. 383. and then in the 


next Page no notice being taken of the many regular Sy- 


nods, whoſe Advice and. Concurrence was requir d in the 
fit framing the Canons and Edicts, to be found in 7htode- 
ust and Juſtinan's Code, and the Capitulars of Charles the 
Great (all which may, notwithſtanding be made to run in 


the Names of the ſeveral Emperors, and be term d their 


Acts, as all Acts of Convocakion in Exgland are rightly 


termed #he Ning s Ecelefiaſtical Laws) the Expoſitor, with- 


out any regard had to the manifeſt Difference: between 
their Conſlitution of Abſolute Monarchy, and ours, which 


is otherwiſe ; the Words given us, and which we are to make 


the beſt of we can, are theſe. When the Church came to fal 


ander many leſſer Sovercignties, thoſe Princes continued to 


make Laws —— aud to do every thing that appeared neceſſary 


d them for the good Government of the Church in their Do- 


% 


minton. 


But 
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But, * his Lorèſhip s good leave, bay of thoſe Prin- 
ces (and thoſe of this Kingdom in particular) have for 
many Ages es acted both in Spirituals and Temparals; accor- 

ding to ſuch Laws, only as have firſt been conſented to by 
the Repreſentatives of all Parties eoncernd. This is.ſlid o- 
ver, and not taken notice of, and the Notion of the 
Supremacy carried on at the ſame rate as in the Caſe of 
the Roman Emperors, and even von what they really 
did take upon them to doe. 

Leaſt this ne SIDE! laid for a new capacious Church, 
and a way ſcord out for the erecting it, ſhould alarm the 
Clergy too much, and the Methods to he purſu d in order 
to it, mould not ſo very readily. bedigeſted, The: better to 
aſlert a Right, the ſame is ſuggeſted in the: {v2redudtion as to 
act; and our Reformation is made to be owing to the 
ſame irregular way of proceedigg, gad the -Exercile of 
this extraordinary Power, What Methods may have be 
purſued in other parts oſ the World, the better co throw o 
the Uſurpations of the Pope and Popiſh Superſlition, is not 
of preſent concern to enquire; that this might he che Cale 
elſewhere, is very poſſible: But to fx it ppay Eng/ang, is 
very much to derogate fram the Honour of our Reformati: 
on Which is the other part of this Bens 0 Complaint, and 
the laſt thing to be made out. 

One that has given the World fo ave: al ee of 
whale: times, as to have publiſh'd two #9{zs's under the Title 
of the Hiſtory of. the Reformation, {hould, 'one. owe think, 
be ſo well acquainted. with all material Circumſtances of 
that whole ;Alair, as not to. over-look the moſt conſide- 
rable part of it; and Which moſt of any ching. redounds + 
to the Honour of dur Church z and: that is. the having 
had all things tranſacted in a more regular Way than per- 
haps in any other reform d Church Whatſoever, Things, 
generally ſpeaking, wexe carry d on according to the an- 
cient Rules of Sy nodical Hebates and Deciſipns. A provi- 
dential Juncture of Affairs made many things practicable 
here, which.other Countries culd not he ſo happy as 40 
come up to. "NR: Wat Ge. ble reaſon to ae dr 

elves 


The Third Head of Complaint conſider d. 
ſelves upon, and bleſs God for, and not go about in 
Complement to others, (the better to bring our ſelves up- 
on the level with them) to paſs over in Silence, or diſ- 
guiſe. 4 1 HDL OP. 8 
So conſiderable a Part as the Convocation bore in all 
the moſt material Steps that were made towards the Re- 
formation, as well in framing the Articles and Canons, as 
the Liturgy, was what one would have expected to be ta- 
ken notice of at every turn in ſuch a Hiſtory, and not find 
it oftentimes crowded into ſo little Room as we do, and fo 
ſlightly mention d, as if it were ſcarce worth the obſerving. 
One would really take that part which ought to have been 
moſt dwelt upon (and ſtood moſt in need of an Hiſtorion's 
Pains to ſet it in the beſt Light he could) to be but as a 
thing by the bye, a mere Circumſtance that hapned to at- 
tend that mighty and happy Revolution in the Church: 
It is very often ſo mention d, as one woyld not take it as 
any thing of an efficient Cauſe, or ys what did in any 
meaſure help on the Work, or contribute - towards the per- 
fecting of it. „ On | Es 
Far be it from any one to go about to detract from a 
Work, for the which the Author hath ſo deſervedly had the 
publick Thanks of both Houſes of Parliament ; but as he 
never thought it worth his while ro have the like Thanks in 
Convocation (though many have fate ſince the Publication 
of that Book ;) ſo it muſt be confeſs d he has throughout 
ſhewn but too little regard to that part of our Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution. So far as the Reformation was carry'd on by 
Convocational Deciſions previous to publick Sanctions, 
there ſeems to be a fort of deſign'd Concealment, and a 
more than accidental Silence. | GE 
It is well known, that Convocations were not only in thoſe 
days,as well as now, conven'd by the common Courſe of the 
_ Law; but alſo as conſtantly met and fat, as did the Parlia- 
ment: And as in Convocation, things of the Church are 
molt properly cogniſabe, ſo it is not to be imagin'd, that ſo 
many Learned Men fat idle, when there was fo great an 
Occaſion of Application and Diligence; and yet our 
CEE | -. , great 
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great Hiſtorian ſometimes. makes a Line or two ſerve for. a 
Whole Seſſion, at that very critical Juncture when thegrea 

teſt things of all were tranſacted. A remarkable In- . 

ſtance we have of this, p. 195. * Vol. 2. A. 15 52. after a * Burner's Er. 

large Account given of the Proceedings in Parliament, at 7% ofthe Re 

which time the Reformation receiv'd many finiſhing Strokes. 288 

It is ſaid, on the 157% of April the Parliament was diſſdl vd, 

Sc. Then follows this ſhort Account, The Convocation at 

this time agreed to the Articles of Religion that were prepar d * 

the laſt Tear, This is ſo ſlender an Account of that matter, 

looking as if it were dropt into the Hiſtory by chance, that 

one would be apt either to overlook it as an inſignificant 

Parentheſis, or run it over as an accidental thing, as little 

worth the Reader's notice, as ſeemingly diſregarded by the 

2 ſo far as may be gather d from his way of expreſ- 

ſing it. 9 8 8 „ | 

Whether more might not have been ſaid of that Years 

Convocation, we ſhall ſee by and by. In the mean time, 

that the Reformation was not carry'd on in the way it is in 

the Introduction made to be, may be learn'd from Dr. Bur- 

net himſelf, without going any further; and his Authority 

in this caſe ought not to be queſtion d, whilſt he will fo et> 

fectually be found to confute. what is ſuggeſted by the Ex- 

poſitor; the Hiſtorian will ſoon ſatisfie the Expoſitor that 

the Church did not lie under that fatal Neceſſity which he 

 ſeerns. to ſuppoſe it did. There was no want of a regular 

Deciſion of Matters in Synod ; nor were things alter d by. 

Regal Sauctios only, as we are made to believe in the In- . 

troduction, according to what the Papiſts ſometimes will 

pretend to object to us, as if our Religion were at firſt meer- 

ly Secular and Parliamentary: That which is ſaid upon this 

Occaſion ſeems very full and expreſs, as we find p. 5 6. of the 

Introduction; where mention being made of the Articles, 

and of the manner of their being fram'd, we have theſe - 
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Words i. INN 
This may ſerve in general to juſtifie the Largeneſs and 
the Particularities of this Confeſſion of our Faith. Some 

Steps made-- in a large Book — under the Title of the Ne- 
J gn po rs wn WT Wt | ceſſary 
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offered at 


laid open and condemned in it, but none were obliged to aſſent to 
it, or to ſubſcribe it. After that, the Worſhip was reform- 


ed, as being that which preſs d moſt, and in that 4 Foun- 
dation , was laid for the ARTICLES, which came quickly 


after it. How, or by whom they were prepared, we do not 
certainly know. —— Queſtions were fram d relating to them. 
Theſe were given about to many Biſhops and Divines, who 


"gave. in their ſeveral Anſwers. —- All Sides had a free and 
air Hearing before Concluſions were made. In the Fermen- 


tation that was working. over the whole Nation at that 


time, it was mot poſſible that a thing of that nature 


— * 


have paſſed by the Methods that are more neceſ- 


C 
ſary in regular times, and therefore they could not le 
7 rſt to Synods or Convocations. The Corrupti- 


ous complained of were ſo beneficial to the whole Pay of 
the Clergy, that it b juſtly to be wonder d that ſo pry p 


Number was prevail'd with to concurr in reforming them; 


but without a Miracle, they could not have been AGREED 


TO.BY A MAJOR PART. _ They were prepared, as is 


maſt probable by Cranmer and Ridley, and publiſhed by the 


REGAL AUTHORITY. Not as if our Kings had pretend- 


ed to an Authority to judge in Points of Faith, or to decide 
Controverſies ;, but as every. private Man muſt chuſe for 


himſelf, and believe according to the Conviftions of his Rea- 


mal? give the publick Sanction according to his own Perſwa- 
fon. IT bus the Part that our Princes had in the Reforma- 


tion, war only this ; That they being ſatisfy'd with the 


Grounds. on which it went, received it themſelves, and en- 
atted it for their People. —— It was alſo remarkable, that 
the Law which ſtood firſt in Juſtinian's CODE, was an Edict 
of Theodofius's, who finding the Roman Empire under 


great Diſtractions by the DIVERSITT OF OPINIONS in E 
matter of | Religion, did appoint that Doctrine to be held, 


which was received by Damaſus Biſhop of Rome, and Pe- 
ter Biſhop of Alexandria. Such an Edict as that being 


and 


put an ſo conſpicuous a Part of the Law, was a full 


— 


the Errors of Popery were 


fon and Conſcience ; ſo every Prince (or Legiſlative Power) 


de Third Hitad of Complaint confilerd !?! „ 
ind ſoon obſerved Precedent for our Princes to aft accorg Wt 


Here are two things ſeem very obvious: The one, that 
the Engliſh Clergy were ſo govern'd by their Intereſt, that 
a Major Part of their Repreſentatives in Convocation 
could never have been brought to conſent to the Articles, 
which were prepard in order to a Legal Eſtabliſhment of 
the intended Reformation, which began in Henn Villeh's 
Reign, and was brought to great Maturity the very firſt 
Year of K. Edw. VI. The Second Thing is, that for want 
of that which could not be expected without a' Miracle, the 
Articles were publiſn d by Regal Authority, without any 
Synodical Deciſion. An Apology is made for this way of 
proceeding, as if things had not been done in à regular 
way: But there was a Neceſſity for it. Roman Emperors, 
who had the entire Legiſſative Power, are brouglit as a 
precedent for making Edicts to prevent the Diſtractions a- 
riſmg from Pi verſity of Opinions in Religion (Which is the 
very thing Oar Articles were ſrame'to'avordl,) and accord- 
ing to this, our Princes are ſuppos d to have acted upon the 
ke Occaſion: And who would not after this imagine 
that our Articles were required to be ſubſeribd by Reg 
Authority only whether tlie Clergy lik d it or not; and the 
Articles themſelves fram d by the fame Regal Authority, and 
the Clergy in Convocation had nothing to do either in che 
compoſing them, or in agreeing to them. This ſeems to 
be che Expoſitor's Notion of this matter: Come We now 
5 the Hiſtorian, and learn from him true Matter 
The great Step made towards the Reformation in the 
Reign of K. Henry VIII. conſiſted in the acknowledgment 
of the King's Supremacy: And what Foundation that ſead- 
ing Doctrine had from the Acts of Convocation, and how far 
it was eſtabliſh'd by the ſamous Act of Submiſſion, is too well 
known to need any Proof, or to be dwelt upon. Whatever 
| other Progreſs was made in that Reiga, ſavout d more of 


laclinition and Deſire of Reformation in the generalmy Po 


— 
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concerning the Sacrament, and ſo were ſeveral other Bills 


can it be ſaid that any thing conſiderable was done, or fo as 


net's Hiſtory, Vol. 2. p. 40. 


3 This AH mis occaſioned by a Speech that Archbiſhop Cran- 


| timated to him, that as long as the fix Articles ſtood in force, 
it was not ſafe for them to deliver their Opinions. This 


and as becomes ſuch a Body of Men. This was reported 


The Third Head of Complaint conſider d. 9 
the People, than of any actual compleat Change. Not 


to be look d upon to be fixt and eſtabliſh'd till the Parlia- 
ment fate in K. Edw. VIrh's Reign, which was within leſs than 

a Twelvemonth after he came to the Crown. In which 
Parliament many things were enacted for the better Eſtab. 
liſhment of the Reformed. Religion; but whether things 
were done without a Convocation, or whether the Clergy 
of England were a Body of Men ſo ſelf-intereſted, as not 
to be brought to depart from the Corruptions of Rowe by 
reaſon of the Benefit they reaped from them, may in ſome 
meaſure be gathered from the 3" 2506 Paſſages in Dr. Bur- 


mer had in Convocation ; in which he exhorted the Cleig 
to give themſelves much to the Study of the Scripture, and 
to conſider ſeriouſly what things were in the Church that 
weeded Reformation ; that ſo they might throw out all the 
Popiſh Tralh that was not yet caſt out. Upon this, ſome in- 


ſhews a good Inclination rather than Averſion to what was 
propos d, and their pointing out a Step ſo very needful to 
be firſt made, only argues that they acted with Caution, 


to the Council; upon which they order d an Act of Repeal. 
Pag. 41. A Bill is ſaid to be brought into Parliament 


conducing to the Reformation; bur ſince a Convocation was 
fitting with an Archbiſhopat the Head of them, ſowell incl. 
ned,(unleſs the Lower Houſe were ſuch People as the Expoſ. 
tor repreſents them, which we ſhall know more of preſently.) | 
It is not at all likely, that the Houſe of Commons would 
deſire to have the firſt debating of ſuch Points, as is that 
of the Sacrament, and of Communion in both kinds, with- 
out hearing what the Clergy. had to ſay upon ſuch Subjects 
Dr. Burnet tells us, p. 47. They were not idle in the Co. 


70 


vocation, though the Popiſh Party was ſo prevalent in both _ b 
Houſes, that Cranmer had no hopes of doing any thing, til 
they were freed of the Trouble which ſome of the great Bi- 
ſhops gave them, There were, it ſeems, ſome in the Lower 
Houſe ſo far influenced by ſome great ones of the Upper 
Houſe, as to obſtruct Buſineſs, and make things go on 
but heavily : But if the Convocation did not 'proceed fo 
vigorouſly as might be wiſhd, it looks as if the 
Fault lay more in the Upper Houſe of Convocation than 
in the Lower. bs i 165 2 3 
We are told, the moſt important things they did, was 
the carrying up four Petitions to the Biſhops : 1. That 
there might be Perſons empowered to reform the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws. 2. That according to the Ancient Cuſtom of the Nation 
and the Tenor of the Biſhops Writ to the Parliament, the In- 
feriour Clergy might be admitted again to fit in the Houſe of 
Commons; or that no Act concerning Matters of Religion might 
paſs without the Sight and Aſſent of the Clergy. 3. That 
fince divers Prelates and other Divines had been in the late 
King's time appointed to alter the Service of the Church, and 
had made ſome Progreſs in it, that this might be brought to 
its full Perfection. 4. Among other things, a Defire to know. 
whether they might. ſafely ſpeak their Minds about Religion 
without the Danger of any Law, The Nature of theſe Peti- Wi 
tions is ſuch as does not at all look like favouring of Popery, 1 
or as if the Inferiour Clergy were ſo inſeparably link d to | 1 
their old Religion by their Intereſt, as the Introdu- 
ction makes them to have been. But to proceed, 
though theſe Petitions are ſaid to be the moſt conſiderable 
things they did, yet there ſtill follows ſomething more, 
which may be worth our obſerving ; becauſe it comes home 
to the Point in hand, p. 50. On the 29th of November a De: 
| claration was ſent down from the Biſhops concerning the Sacra- 
ments being to be received in both kinds, to which Jo. Tyler 
the Prolocutor, and ſeveral others, ſet their Hands; and be- 
ing again brought beſore them, it was agreed to by all without 
a contradiftory Vote, 64 being preſent. And that this was 
antecedent to the Act of Parliament concerning it, appears 
. e from 
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The Third Heal of Complaint confider dl. 


from g. 41. where we find the Bill concerning if was e 


ſent down to the Commons till Dec. o. Os the 1th ef 
Dec. the Propoſition concerning the Marriage of the Clergy nu 


ſent to them and fuſer ied in 1 5 ffemarively and by 14 nega- 
diehy ; ſoit was order d that a . ſhould be- draws concern. 


ig it. Which Bill; pag. 47. was brought into the Houſe of 
Commons Derr. and tent up to the Lords on the 21; but 
did not paſs that Houſe that Seſſion, nor till the Vear follow. | 
ing, ur ina Parliament which met on Nov. 24.1548. Inwhich 
Parliament we alſo find an Act made to confirm and eſtab- 
liſh a new Form of Divine Service, provided by the Arch - 
biſhop and Biſhops in purſuance of an Act of the fore- 
vnvocation. Nor is it to be queſt ion d but that the 


going 

_ Convocation had their Hands in the Progreſs that Was made 

in the Reformation, as well in this ſecond Parliament as in 
the firſt, and ſo in others; though the Hiſtorian ei- 


ther for want of Authentick Remains, or for ſuch Reaſons 
as art᷑ beſt. lmoun to himſelf, takes no notice at all of 2 
Convocation, — pggeagny WN though ſuch | 
| nente chere was. | 
As to what „. were ade in the Iareiuals of 
they were not only in great meaſuretranſacted 
by the Archbiſhop, with the ready Compliance of the n- 
rochial and . Clergy ;-but in moſt Particulars they 
may alſo be obſerv d to have been little more than the Con- 
tequence of things begun in Convocation, or in the way of | 
temporary Proviſion, and preparatory to a further Eflabliſh- | 
ment: and when in tbe Year 15 5. p. 166. the Articles 


began to be thought of, which required ſome time to be 


well digeſted and argued by Divines; it is ſaid, Cpon theſe 
Conſiderations that W, Work was delayed till this Te ear, jn which 
they ſet about it, and finiſhed it before the Comvecation met. it 
the next February: Not ſo finiſhed, as to be the Acts of the 
Church, but brought to ſuch Perfection as to be Jaid beſore | 
the Convocation, as.we find they were the Year following 
the very Title whereof is more expreſs tlian the ehen 
(ſo very ſhort he is in relating it as hat li been already ob- 


ler my. In the Title to the Articles, ve have this Aren | 
that * 


The Third Head of Complaint confided, 8 


that * are agreed upon by the Biſbops and other Learned. 
and Godly Men in the Convocation at London, Anno 155 2. % 


true Religion.Publiſhed by the Kings Majeſty's Authority, x 5 53 *,* Vid. Spu- 


gg . | e TOW's ColleBbf* 
But as for any Publication of them by the Regal Autborzty, 0" © Golent 


” / * 1 
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of this nature ry been better than to ſuggeſt the 


contrary, by apolo 
dune 8 * Wege 


The Third Head of Complaint confiler'd. 


izing for the Irregularity of things being 
' Authority only. By fomething of 


© © this kind he might have done both the Chureh and himſelf 


any Occafion for this 


ren reaſon to be thankful to Almighty God for thoſe 


more right than he hath , and had not been near ſo ob- 
noxious as he hath been ſheun to be to that part of the 
Gomplaint of derogating from the Honour of the Reforma- 


Other Paſſages there are of the ſame nature and tenden- 
cy; as particularly one that hath been already toneh'd upon 
under the 234 Article. The better to cool the Hotter Spi- 
rits, who will be Magiſterialy dictating for Epiſcopacy, in 
oppoſition to other Conſtitutions. We are there told, that 
thoſe that fram d the Articles, left things open and at large, 
conſidering that all things among themſelves had not gone ac- 


_ cording to t hoſe Rules that ought to be ſacred in regular times, 


cloſing with a common Saying that will ſerve all Conſtitu- 
tions alike, but does not uſe to be pleaded where there is 
no-Occafion for it: Neceſity hath no Law, and is a Law to its 
felf. What the re of this is, or wherein there was 

aſt Refuge, is not any where ſaid ; 
ſurely it cannot mean the Fable of the Nag's Head, or any 
of thoſe thread-bare Objections concerning a regular Con- 
ſecration and Succeſſion of Biſhops, which was no fooner 
urged, but was as fully anſwered in the Jate Reign: But 
ſome great Detect or other we are given to imagine 
there was in our Reformation, though not generally 
known. Somethiug, no doubt, the Expoſitor had in his 
Eye, or elſe there could have been no Occaſion for fo un- 
uſual a Plea as is that of Neceſſity, What Neceſſity this 
Church lay under, not to beregular in its way of retorming 
is not eaſie to ſay. 8 7 + ca 

t is certain this, that no Church in the World hath 
appy Opportunities given us, to have all things done 
canruing to Canon and Primitive Practice, to the 
gree of putting to ſilence even Calumny, it ſelf, 
id; fo as to enable us to deal with the known — 
55 


4. 


of out Reformation the Papiſts, at their own Weapons; 


and appeal to Antiquity, and Councils, and Fathers, more 
 fafely and juſtly than they themſelves can age a8 
all the Reformed abroad, who are in any meaſure entituled 
to the Name of a Church have readily allowed the 
Church of Euglaud the right-hand: of Fellowſhip, © as 
being the main Bulwark of Proteſtantiſm, as in oppo- 
ſition to Popery ; ſo may it be obſerved, that the hath 
been more invidiouſly ſtrook at by thoſe that act for 
Rome, than all others of the.. Reformed put toge- 
ther. | | 8 bi „ „ g nas N en „ 
This being ſaid, as well to lay open the more remarka - 
ble Paſſages in the Expoſition which ſeem to be of din- 


perous conſequence to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, as to re- 


ſcue our Reformation from any unwary Suggeſtions or 
Inſinuations to be met with to its Diſhonour. What re- 
mains, is only in all dutiful manner to re- mind the Learn- 
ed Author of the Expoſition, that he hath in the Preface 
promis d, pag. 6. not to take it ill, or rec ton it as an Injury, 
to be ſhewn wherein he may in what he hath written happen 
to miſ- lead; to have any Miſtakes diſcover d to him, that 


he may couſider them carefully, is what he ſeeais. to deſire: 


And therefore it is tobe hop d he will not be offended at 
what is here done, or may further be found needful to be 
done of the like kind. To wait the ſeeing a better Work 7 
the ſame kind from ſome body elſe (as in a ſort of Ch: 

lenge ſeems to be called for, if this be found fault with) 


is a little too much, eſpecially conſidering that to pretend to 


expound the Articles of our Church, is what hitherts hath 
not been thought to be a proper Undertaking for any 
private Divine: But what is deſired, is, with all Calm- 
neſs and Candour to allow for the Neceſſity the Clergy in 


Convocation apprehended themſelves to lie under upon ſo 


extraordinary an Occaſion, and to conſider withal that it 1s 
more eaſie for any ſingle Perſon, even though it be the Bi- 
thop of Sarum himſelt, to be miſtaken, than for ſuch a 
Body of Men, to judge ſo ill of a Book, as to complain 
of it publickly without good Cauſe. This being well con- 
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The Third Head of Complaint cunſider d. 


ſider d, my Lord of Sarum need not deſpair ſeeing a better 
Work of the ſame kind, and yet be his own : It being no + 
hard matter for ſo able a Pen to make ſuch Alterations and 


Amendments in another Edition, as not only to make the 


Bock to be of very good uſe to young Students in Divinity, 
but alſo to deſerve and have the Thanks of the Church, and 


thoſe as publick as the preſent Complaint againſt it hath 
But ſhould his Lordihip not like his being thus taken at 


his Word, and look upon it as too great a piece of Conde- 


ſcenſion (notwithſtanding his Promiſe) to recal any thing 
he hath faid ; yet if he will but be pleas'd ſo to explain him- 
ſelf, as that the Adverſaries of our Church may not be able 


to quote a great Biſhop of our own againſt us upon all Oc- 


caſions, at the ſame time allowing, that whatever is new to 
us Engliſh Divines and peculiarly owing to his Lordſhip's 
own Thoughts and © Notions of things, ought not to be 
look d upon to have been publiſh'd with that Authority and 
Approbation of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, as in'the Preface 
ſeems to be ſugg 
peculiar Expoſition, and no ones elſe. If his. Lordſhip ſhall 
think fit to gratifie thus far thoſe that declare themſelves of- 


fended at the Book, and have appear d with ſome Concern 
againſt it, a very little Pains this way might contribute 


very much to the removal of ſueh Scruples as the Expoſi- 


tion in its preſent Dreſs hath rais'd in them, and may poſli-: 


bly prevent any further particular Examination of it, 


though it is generally believ'd that ſuch both is intended and 


preparcd. 1 


eſted , but is in truth his Lordſhip's ſingle 


AN 


EXAMINATION 


0 F 


Some Paſſages in the 


; 10 THE 
Expoſition of the Thirty Nine ARTICLES. 


\ T OT to trouble the Reader with every particular 
Paſſage to be met with in the PREFACE, which 


propos d to be conſider d under this Head, is fo much of it 
only as ſhall be found either to reflect upon our Divines in 
general, or does affect the Reputation and Credit of our 
Archbiſhops. and Biſhops in particular, or by a Mifrepre- 
lentation of things, may tend to the Prejudice of the E- 
| flabliſh'd Church, and prove of ill conſequence, ſhould Men: 


take for granted what is but too plainly ſuggeſted to its 


Diladvantage. | 

There are three Remarkable Paſſages, all which have 
been already taken notice of in the foregoing Sheets, but 
come now in the nature of an Appendix, to be reſumed, 
becauſe, rather than to break the Thread of the Diſcourſe 
by long Digreſſions, a particular Diſcuſſion of them was 
hen declin'd, and reſerv d for a further Opportunity. 3 


/ 


may ſeem juſtly liable to Exception, all that is 
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An Examination of ſome Paſſages in the 

They are all of them Facts fit to be conſider'd, and 
which, when accounted for, may poſſibly make a further 


Examination of the Preface the leſs needful, when ſome o- 
ther Parts of the Books may come to be look d into. 


Ihe Firſt thing the Clergy have reaſon to complain of, i 
the Expoſitor s ſerving his own purpoſe of a propos d Lati- 


tude in ſubſcribing the Articles at the Expence of other 


Peoples Credit ; and our Divines are brought in by way of 
Precedent, for a Practice which does by no means favour 
of Chriſtian Simplicity and upright Dealing. The Preface 
begins with an Offer at ſome Reaſons why there hath not 
hitherto been any Expoſition of the Articles of any Note 


beſtowed'upon the World. The firſt Reaſon given, is ſo 


good a one, as it might have ferv'd very well without look- 


ing out for any other, and that is Modeſty and Caution; our 


Divines not having thought it either proper or decent to at- 
temptit: But my Lord of Sarum did not think fit to reſt 
here, but goes on to a Second Reaſon, which is as bad as 
the other is good; and whether it be true in Fat, or nor, is 
the thing to be conſider d in this place. The Words are fey, 
and therefore the more eaſily tranſcrib'd. | 
It has been likewiſe often ſuggeſted that thoſe Articles ſeen- 
ed to be fo plain a Tranſcript of St. Auſtin's Doctrine in thiſe 
mucly diſputed Points, concerning the Decrees of God, and the 


Efficacy of Grace, that they were not expounded by our Di. 


vines for that very reaſon, fince the far greater Number if 
them is believed to be now of a different Opinion. What is 
here faid'to be often ſuggeſled, is no where contradicted by 
the Expoſitor; but on the contrary, is very often taken for 
granted in the Body of the Book: Nor is it to be doubted, 
but that itis placed thus advantagiouſly in the very Front, 


to give the better Grace to the Latitude propoſed througi- 
out the Expeſttion. This being à very home Inſtance, it 


true, of ſome Men ſubſcribing in a Grammatical Senſe diff. 
rent from that which they apprehend to have been inten- 
ded by the Church. The Truth therefore of this Fact 

3 e e IE e What 


* 


Preface to the Expoſition on the 3 9 &ticles. gx; 
what it may be needſul to inquire into, and be fatisfied"in, 
45 it is plain that very much depends thereon. Fe | 
And here ic muſt be acknowledged at the very firſt 
View, that the Reaſon our Divines are thus made to- 
give for their not Expounding the Articles, is a very weak 
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one, and by no means ſatisfactory: For ſhall their happen- - Fat 
ing to differ a little from our firſt Compilers of the Ar- a 1 
ticles in ſome few Points (were the Caſe to be taken as it Fit 
is ſtated) excuſe their Silence as to all the reſt, which are i 


at leaſt ten Parts of twelve 2 Could not they have paſs'd o- 
ver two or three Articles after the ſame manner as my 
Lord of Sarum hath thought fit to do, and let no one be 
the wifer for what is ſaid of thoſe intricate Points, and bf 
employ their Pens upon fuch Dotrines as are more uſeful | Yn 
and of greater Concern Where was the neceſſity of hav- | 
ing the whole Body of Articles unexpounded, becauſe tuo 


or three of them ſeem to them to have been penn d or 1 
tranſerib'd from St. Auſtin, whom they do not in thoſe In 
Points exactly concurr with in Opinion? > ode hone | CE . 

But then, Secondly, how does it appear that our Divines = | 
have ated upon this Principle, or have ever been of this 1 
Opinion? This is what ought to be very clearly made out; : —_— 


or elſe it is laying a thing to the charge of our Divines 
which is not at all for their Credit, and which they will 
have no reaſon to thank my Lord of Sarum for charging 1 
them with. How does it appear, that any of our Di vines 5 j # 
that either underſtood themſelves or the Articles as they .. _ 
ſhould do, did ever ſuppoſe theſe Articles, (where Gods 
Deerees and the Effieacy of Grace may ſeem to be con- 
cerned) were a Tranſcript of any other Doctrine 
than that of the Seriptures in general, or of St. Paul 


in particular, who is very expreſs upon theſe Points. | | M1 

Irue it is, that ſome have been apt to imagine that the 0 
Compilers of our Articles were a little Calviniſtically giv- 8 "i 
en; and that, though they have worded things cautioully,, . 
yet one may diſcern ſomething in the 177% Article that = 
looks in favour of the Doctrine of Prede/tination in oppo- = _ nl 


ſition 
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ſition to the Univerſaliſts (as the Generality of our 
Engliſh Divines are now ſuppos d to be; ) but this Sur- 
miſe is nothing but a vulgar Error grounded upon want 
of Hiſtory and Chronology, not conſidering the time 


when thoſe Articles which ſome would draw theſe In. 
ferences from, were penn'd. There is no body doubts but 


that ſome conſiderable Divines that had been driven a- 
broad by means of Queen Mary's Perſecution, did return 
with a Taint of the Principles of thoſe Countries where 
they had been: And therefore had the Articles really 
been fram d in Queen Elizabeth's Reign (according to the 
Date of them as we now ſubſcribe them,) ſomething might 
be faid for this Suggeſtion ; not but that, conſidering - that 
whatever they prepard, was to be agreed upon in a Con- 
vocation of good Engliſh Divines (the Majority whereof 
in all likelihood, were for downright Engliſh Divinity :) 
it would even then have been needful for the Predeſtinarians 
to have been upon their Guard, and not to have been too o- 


pen and expreſs in their introducing their private Opinions, 
or in impoſing them on the Church. 


But that which ſets aſide all Surmiſes of this kind, as to 
what the Compilers of the Articles were in their own pri- 
vate Judgments, it is plain, that whatever Alterations hap- 
pend to be made in the Articles, Anno 1562. thoſe that 


may ſeem to touch upon God's Decrees and the Efficacy of 


Grace, are either the fame that were agreed upon in 
King Edward's Reign, Anno 1552. or what is alter'd in 
them, is rather to fence againſt the Predeſtinarian Do- 
ctrine (according to the modern Acceptation of the M ord) 
than any way deſign'd in favour of it: Witneſs the addi 
tional Clauſe in the 177% Article, the better to provide 
againſt the Preſumption of ſuch as might build too 
much upon their being predeſtinated or called. Furthet- - 
moze; we muſt receive God's Pꝛomiſes in ſuch wile as 
they be generally ſet fozth to us in Poly Scripture, and 
in our Doings that Mill of God is to be followed, which 


we have expeeſly declared unto us in the Wow of God. 


T his 


PFreſace to the Expoſition-onthe 39 Articles. % i 
I.! his is ſuch a confining all that had been ſaid of Hverla . 
ing-Purpoſes, Decrees, and Councils, to the knowu and 
eommon Methods of Salvation ſcor d out to us in Serip- 
ture by the Merits of Chriſt, and to a ſincere Repentan ee 
and Amendment of Life, as wholly lays aſide all thoſe 1 
vain Hopes of being ſure of Salvation, if we can but I 
work our ſelves up to the Opinion of our being of the Rf 
Number of the Elect, and that ſuch as are the choſen ones | i 
can never miſearry. _ 4k e „ 
Not to deſcend to the Niceties of the Schools, or 
the peculiar Doctrine of St. Auſt in upon this point of Pre- 8 
deftination; as it hath been already in great meaſure 
ſhewn (and may perhaps hereafter be more fully made . --M 
out) that the Articles of our Church were not intended 
to reach thoſe needleſs Speculations which. my Lord of 
Sarum hath taken ſo much pains about under the 17th 
Article, ſo may it very truly be faid, that there is not 
the leaſt colour of Reaſon to imagine that they were 
pennd in any other ſenſe. than ſuch as ſubleribe may ve- 
ry heartily and readily come up to: And conſequently it is 
to do our Divines a great deal of Wrong to ſuggeſt. the 
_ contrary, or to inſinuate, that though they apprehend them | 
to have been meant one way, yet they. ſcruple not to ſub- 1 
ſcribe them in-another : They ſubſcribe. the Words, but © "Mt 
do not come up to what they apprehend. the Church inte- i 
This hath been often ſuggelted by ſome People who firſt _—_ 
ſancy to themſelves that the Articles are on their ſide, and 
then perſwade themſelves that every body muſt needs un- 
derſtand them their way, though at the ſame time they 
happen to be of another Opinion. But this -ougat not 
to be ſurmiſed by any one that pretends to write with. an 
Expectation of being believed, unleſs he could be able to Fr 
perſwade ſome Divines of Note to own this to be true : 0 
of them, which it is believed my Lord of Sarum would find "if 
it very tee d. emer ances ante 
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8 My Lerd of Sarum himſelf in his  I=trodaQion informs 
t 


1 An Examination of ſome Paſſages in the 


us, that the Articles were firſt prepard by Cramer and 


Ridley before the Year 1552. and his Hiſtory tells us 
they were paſs'd in Convocation that Year; all which 


was before our Divines could be ſuppos'd to be infected 
with Calviniſtical Principles, or the uncouth Notions of 
the Schools abroad. The Terms which were commonly 
made uſe of, are retaind as being Scriptural, but the Do- 
ctrine is ſound and Orthodox, and not juſtly liable to any 
Cavil or Diſpute ; and therefore not likely to have been de- 
dined being expounded by our Divines, becauſe not 


altogether agreeing with their Sentiments of things. 


2. The Second thing to be conſiderd in the Preface, is 
a large Account given of the mighty Encouragements 
the Author of the Expoſition had from our Archbiſhop: 
and Biſhops to undertake and publiſh this Work. We are 
told, be was firſt movd to undertake this Work by that 

Great Prelate that then ſat at the Helm, meaning Archbiſhop 


Tillotſon : But, had not my Lord of Sarum firſt ſufficiently 


intimated to his Friends how well he was prepared for the 
Work, and fur niſhed with Materials of Thirry Years ſtand- 
ing, it may not be unreaſonable to doubt whether that 
Primate {who was ſuppos d to know Men very well) would 
have pick d out his Lordſhip as the moſt proper Perſon 
to be thought of in the Church for ſuch an Under- 
WW __— 1 
A . deal is ſaid of that Great Man's applauding the 
Perſormance when finiſh'd; but yet it fo happens, that 
ſomething is ſaid of that Primate, which does not very well 
agree with this Account; and that is, that the Papers lying 
before him, and telling a certain great Man what they 
were, he did expreſs a Diſtruſt of the Succeſs they were 
like to meet with in the World, thould they be publiſhed 


without a great deal firſt done to them: And it is obſervable 
that they came not forth till after his Death. It is very well 


known, that our late Primate was a Perſon of great Candour, 
from whom no Expreſſion could fall that was harſh even to 
| 5 the 


Preface to the Bxpojation of the 39 Aticles, © 91 
the greateſt Stranger, and much leſs to a Friend; and © f 
therefore what in him might be only matter of Civility, © 
my Lord of Sarum might interpret to the beſt advantage, 
and take to be fo high a Commendation, as in point of Be. 
cency, he thinks ought to be ſappreſsd. © N _- 
We are further told, thar the late moſt Learned Biſhop L 
of Worceſter read it very carefully; he mark d every thing 
that needed a Review, and his Cenſure was in all points ſub- 
mitted to. He expreſs d himſelf ſo well pleas'd with it, 
that my Lord of Sarum does not think it becomes him to 


* - Pp 8 
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. 


= 
repeat what the Bid ofa © 7 RI 1 
To pretend to contradict my Lord of Sarum in this or . i 
in any other RElation of Matter of Fact, would by no | i 
means be conſiſtent with good Manners, whatever ſome 1 
out of a due regard to the Memory of that great Man, $i! 
| have been apt to furmize. But thus much any one may 1 
be allowed to ſuggeſt, that though ſo much as that Great 1 
Man did read, as it is now publiſhed, it is poſſible he might 1 
approve of : yet, that there are now ſome things in it which ll 
he could not approve of, may be gather d from a Paſſage it! 
under the very firſt Article, p. 40. unleſs we can ſuppoſe _— 


him to have approved what he both writ and fpoke againft 

with a great deal of Warmth and Concern to the very laſt. 
The famous Text of St. 775 1 Epiſt. 5.7. viz. There are 

three that bear record in Heaven, &c. is in the Expoſition ſo 

very courſcly handled, that no one that knew Biſhop” Stil. 

ling fleet, can ſuppoſe he could have endur'd it, wat 

writ very largely in behalf of that Text in a Book again 

the Socintans, printed Anno 1697. p. 164. He there an- 

ſwers all the Objections againſt it, and vindicates it to the 

height : And ſuch was his Zeal in aſſerting the Authentical- | 

nes of it to the laft, that thoſe who were ordained by him 

a little before his Death, will atteſt, that in his examning 
them, he rook'occafion to ſpeak of it, and declared it very + 
unit for any one that gives his Aſſent and Content to the 
Liturgy (where the Text is twice us d) to pretend to que- 

{tion its being Scripture. From'this one Inflance it is eaſie 
to conelude, that civil Expreſſions of Thanks or good liking, 
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 acicheraffirm'd, nor probably ſo much as intended to t. 


4 Examination of ſone Paſſages in the 


are not to be taken too ſtrictly, or to be look d upon as 2 


ſufficient Warrant ſor all that is ſaid in ſo large a 


Book. 


As this may ſuffice to account for the tuo great Prelates 
that are dead; come we now to thoſe that are alive. Both the 
Myſt Reverend Archbiſhops, with ſeveral of the Biſhops, and 


4 great many Learned Divines, have alſo read it. — 7 hey 


looked upon this Work as a Ms of that importance, that I. 
have reaſon to believe they read it over ſeverely —— Tet, 


after all theſe  Approbations, and many repeated Deſires to 


me to publiſh it, &c. This, according, to the uſual Accepta- 
tion of Words, may ſeem to import, that both, our pre- 
ſent Metropolitans, and many of the Biſhops, read the 
whole in Manuſcript, approv d of it, and deſired tlie Pub- 
lication of it: But it muſt be conſeſsd that the Words may 
bear ſome other Grammatical Senſes, and may not be meant 
to expreſs ſo much as this comes to. One that hath read 
ſome part of a Bock, may in a figurative way of Expreſſi- 


on, be ſaid to have read the whole. Nay, for any one to 


have had it a while in his cuſtody to read, may ſeem to be 
ſufficient to warrant an Author to ſuppoſe it to have been 
read, (as who could forbear RAE ante peruſing ſo excel- 
lentand elaborate a Piece coming from ſo great a Man) and 
yet, upon a diligent Enquiry, it may have. ſo hapned, that 
ſome that are ſaid to have read it, might read but very 
httle of it; and many of the Biſhops, who for their Learn- 
ing, and ſome other Reaſons, were the moſt likely Per- 
ſons to have been conſulted upon this Occaſion, might not 


ſo much as read a Line of it till after it was publiſhed ; and 


no one of the Order may at preſent be very ambitious of 


the Honour of vouching for the Book. 


Upon the whole matter, ſo far as the Credit of Wr 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops may ſeem to be concern d in this - 


matter, it may truly be ſaid in vindication of them, that 


even ſuppoſing what is ſaid of them to be meant as the 
Words do ſeem to import, though the Expoſition may be 
ſaid to have been read and corrected by them, yet this 1s 


— > 


Preface s the'Expuſton en de 39 tric. 
_ theſe{which are all of them filled with exceptionable Paſs, 
ſages) the Author might look upon but as outward Em- 
belliſhments, and not reckon them as a part of theExpoſition., 
And it 18 Certain this, that in them, | more than any where 
elle, the Scheme that is drawn for Latitude diſcovers it 
ſelf; and without them, (by way, of: Key and Inlet into the 
grand Deſign) the whole is ſoartificially put togerher, that. 
unleſs it be here and there that we meet with ſome very 
| glaring Expreſlions, and bold Strokes, .a great deal might 
paſs olf well enough, and. a haſty Reader not; diſcern. 
trom a few odd Notions. ſcatter'd.up and down, the Uſe 


intended to be made of the whole. 


2. It is not ſo much as pretended that the Author had the 
leave of any of thoſe that peruſed any part of the Book, - 
to bring their Names upon the Stage to warrant the Publi- 
cation of what comes forth in ſuch a Dreſs, as ſcarce to be 
known by them to be the ſame, now that they. come to 3 
ſee it again: Nor will many, if any of them think it re- 
ſonable to be made to anſwer ſor or make good every civil 
Compliment or Expreſſion curſorily coming ſrom them to 
one of their own Order} upon a Eng Defign.of doing 
wonderful Service to the Church, and whom they might be 
unwilling, conſidering all things, to ſuſpect. to mean other- 
wiſe; or that the Product of to many Years Labourſhould. 
not deferve their Thanks... Sion dn. : 


My Lord of Sarum may. be pleas'd to remember. a. Story 


which is not foreign from the Bulineſs in hand, wherein he 

was more than a little concern C0. 
About Twenty Years ago Dr. Burnet publiſhed a very 

excellent Book, take it all together, called The Hiſtory of the 

Reformation : lt had in effect the publick Thanks of the 

Kingdom, imply'd in the Votes of both Houſes of Parlia- 

ment, obtain'd by the Author in its favour, which may ſeen 

to include the Approbation of Archbiſhops and Biſhops :. 

And who would expect after this, that any Fault worth ta- 

king notice of ſhould be found in ſuch a Book.? And Tis 

Os 9 en e een 


„ . An Examinution'of ſome Paſſages in the 
_ » © when' this Hiſtory came forth, a very great Prelate of our 
Church, very eminent for Learning, and on many accounts 
very highly eſteemed and reverenc'd, took Offence at a 
Pal age in this Hiſtory, and fent for the Author, and re 
prov'd him ſharply, for having done great wrong to the 
Memory of Archbiſhop Cranmer, one of our firſt Reform- 
ers, one of the Compilers of our Boot of Common Prayer, 
and one whom we ſuppoſe had a good ſhare in drawing up + 
the Articles of Religion. The Biſhop did not tax the Hi. 
 Norian with any, falſe Record, or faying any thing that was 
not really true in it ſelf,” but for not having taken due care 
to ſet things in ſuch light, as to prevent a Miſtake Which 
the World had been apt to run into; which was, 
that Cranmmer was an Eraſtian, whenas by his ſubſcribing to 
Biſhop Leigbron's Anſwer to the King's Queſtions, it ap- 
pears, that whatever he might ſign as Preſident of the 
College of Biſhops, and by that means might be obliged to 
ſubſcribe in returning the Opinion and Determination of 
the Majority, yet he was himſelf in his own private Judg- 
ment Orthodox, and accordingly ſubſeribed to the Opini- 
on of one that had clearly expreſs d himſelf on the right 
fide. Now, to bring this to the Point in hand, what Dr. 
Burnet then ſaid for himſelf, was this, that he had ſhewn 
his Book to a very good Judge, viz. the then Biſhop of St. 
Aſaph; he had approv'd of it, and highly encouraged the 
Publication of it. When the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, the now 
Lord Biſhop, of Worceſter, came to be ſpoken with upon 
this matter, his Anſwer was home and ſatisfactory; that 
he had indeed read the Book in Manuſcript, and liked 
it very well, as any one would do that reads it; but 
it is not to be expected, that in reading over two ſuch Vo- 
lumes, he ſhould examine every Quotation, and look 
into every Record, and compare Hands, and act the Cri- 
tick from Page to Page. A great deal muſt be ſuppoſed to 
depend upon the Fidelity of the Hiſtorian, and his Reputa- 
tion mult anſwerfor Miſtakes of that kind, and no body 
elſe. Thus the Biſhop of St. Aſaph fairly acquitted himſett; 
but the Hiſtorian heard of this thing over and over in 
1 5 e Priat; 
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print, and he did what he could toexcuſe it; but not be- 
ing willing to acknowledge himſelf in the wrong, he 
coy could in the Opinion of the World get clear of the 

| What thoſe that are ſaid to have read, and to have ap- 
prov'd of this Expoſition of the Articles, may have to lay: 
of the like kind, perhaps it would not be to the Advan- 
tage of the Expoſitor to enquire: But this one Inſtance may 
ſuffice, toſhew that the Author of a Book, notwithſtand 
ing any the molt Authentick /mprimatur, muſt after all, ex- 
pect to anſwer for himſelf, and not think that the Civili- 
ties of his Friends will ſcreen him from the Imputation of 
Error and Miſtake. In the Expoſition before us, no one will 
deny but that a great deal of Learning is ſhewn, and Ma- 
terials there are ſufficient for an excellent Work: But wien 
we come to ſearch to the Bottom of the Deſign; and ſee 
to what it tends, it is a very great Queſtion whether ei- 
ther of our Archbiſhops, or any of our Biſhops or | Leari- 
ed Divines, will care to engage themſelves in behalf of the 
Book, or undertake to patronize what ſo plainly diſcovers 
a Partiality for Foreign Conſtitutions, by making our 
Articles bend to them, and reconciling them to other Peo - 
ples Notions of things very different: from the Doctrine of 
the Eftabliſh'd h... wars bn 
This being ſaid in vindication of our Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops, the better to remove the great Difficulty the Cler- 
gy in Convocation- labour d under, with reſpect to the 
ſeeming Authority, wherewith this Expoſition would be 
thought to come forth. Come we now tothe third thing 
ro be conſider d, as a thing of great Concern to the Eiiab- 
lind Church, as it is what gives a very wrong State of our 
Cale with reſpect to our unhappy Diviſions in England in 
point of Religion, there being nothing more common than 
to ſee Altar againſt Altar, and Men proleſling the ſame Faith, 
avoiding the Communion of each other, retuſing to ſay their 
Prayers together, or to ferye God with one Mind, and with 
one Mouth, as all good Chriſtians ought to be willing to do. 

Where the Fault lies hath been for many Years, and ſtill 
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affeion to the Church that can well be expreſſed; and yet 


that, were it true that our Di 


e ought tb mae good uſe of their Faculties, or if they 
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" An" Examination of ſome Paſſages in te 
continues to be the main Queſtion” between the Diſſe- 
ters and the Eſtabliſhed Church; and to throw the Blame 
on the latter, is the great Endeavour of our Adverſaries, 
and which to admit, is certainly the greateſt Piece of Diſ- 


this is what at the latter end of the Preface the Expoſitor 
leems to incline to much more than is conſiſtent with the Re- 
putation of the Church, it bei 5 a thing not to be denied, but 
erences with Diſſenters were 
only of things indifferent in themſelves, and all our Brea - 


ches might be made up by making ſome few Conceſſions, 
great Regard ought to be had to the Weakneſs of a Bro- 


ther, and little things ought not to keep us aſunder: But, if 
this be not the Caſe, then to repreſent it in ſuch manner as 
if it were ſo, is to do the Church a great deal of wrong. 
© This being ſaid, come we now to ſee” what the Preface 


ſuggeſts touching this matter; and then we will enquire in- 


to the Truth of the thing, and ſee Whether the Expoſitor 
hath done the Church Juſtice or not, as Opportunity hath 


offer d itſelf. The Words we are to conſider, are theſe. 


I all conclude this Preface with a Reply, that a very 
eminent Divine among the Lutherans in Germany made 
when I was "preſſing this matter of Union with the Cal- 
viniſts «pon him. —— He ſaid, he wonder d to ſee a Divine 
of the Church of England preſs that ſo much on him, when 
we, notwithſtanding the Dangers we were in (it was in the 
Tear 1686.) could not agree our Differences They differed 
about important Matters concerning the Attributes of God 
and his Providence; concerning the Guilt of Sin, « whether it 
was to be charged on God or on the Sinner; and whether 


ought, to truſt entirely to an irreſiſtible Grace; theſe were 
Matters of great moment. But be ſaid, we in England differ. 
ed only \ about FORMS: OF GOVERNMENT AND WOk- 
SHIP, and about things that were of their own' nature IN. 
DIFFERENT, and yet we had been quarrelling about theſe 
for above an hundred Tears, and we were not yet grown” ui. 
ſer zy all the miſchief that this had done us,<—— we * 
+88 es clude 


par ara cw ror ore arrow — — 


- abit Let the Church of 
an then all the reſt of the 


preſume to tell how I anſwer d this: But I pray Gud toenlightey | 
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Reformed Churches will mith _u_ 
elt admit: of ber Mediation: to heal theirs. F will 


and 'direft ail Men, that they may conſider well how it 


ought ta 


ze anſwered. The — was: natural enough. for a2 


Lutheran to make, ha by living a great way oft; _ 
well be a Stranger to our Affairs, and to the nature of our 
Differences. He miglit probably — been told by ſuch as 

with our Diſſenters, timt our Church: ig ter, 


ſtrict and rigorous, bearing ard upon the weak Hrotherhood 
breaking with them upon ſuch Trifles as the Sign of ne 
Croſs, or the Colour of a: Habit; one defiring to have it 
v!!! OR ID anchthe like; But 


r e of the Church of England could be at a . 


an Anſwer to facka:frvotous Obe . ground 
os a Miſtake fe very:grots, and forea{ilyrefuted) 
That which makes: it the more ſuſpicions tliat Hy. Barnch 


(for in 268%. he was no more) did bt take e to do! our 
Church Right, by anſwering:the Larberunas he mi 
done, is his declining 


andMunnmnnye that ſo good an Anfwer 
could not be made as he-conld: wifh; 


2 Burner or the Biſhopof Fee 
uh ly been, or are of this matter, it may be 


A Latheran ſuggeſts, be really: 
true in Fact or nat; for if it be otherwiſe, then it muſt be 


acknowledged that nothing can be more 
ſtabliſned Church, than to have ſuch 


injurious te the E-· 
wrong Notions of its 


ſelyes or abroad. 
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ſuggelled in the Epiſtle; if che are>about' things: that” are” of 
—— —— — i Cid urthe Words) before ur) i 
muſt be conbeſſed, ” tharcheycttiardivicderfrord zie RAablith 


Church, ate mucti the mort to blame: But yer! it ischur 


— * that the 38 of: the Eſlabla d⸗ 
Church 


England hea! her own: Breaches, 


to tell what lis Anſwer was, at tho 
ſame time concluding with a Prayer whicl argues a Dif- | 
truſt of the Cauſe, 


* 
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. Exantination of ſom? Paſſ ages in the 
Church at the ſame time muſt needs be a proud ſtiff ſort of 
People, quarrelſome in their Nature, and too ready to take 
advantage of having the Law on their Side, if by receding - 
from ſome few indifferent things, all might be well, and a 
Union of all forts of Proteſtants throughout the Kingdom 
were ſo eaſily to be had: Whether therefore this comes a- 
ny thing near to a true State of things in England, is the 
b . 8. 
That our Diſſenters have very little to object againſt our 
Doctrine or way of Worſhip; that they are fain on the one 
hand to find fault with things of /efs Importance, and things 
which are i» their own nature indifferent, for want of being 
able to object any thing of moment, may be true enough. 
But, on the other hand, it is by no means true, that our Di- 
viſions in Exgland are owing to any of thoſe indifferent things. 
The Things we break upon, are of the Higheſt Importance, 
as will plainly appear, when we conſider who are the Men 
that make the moſt conſiderable Parties of Diſſenters 
from our Church, ho they are that make the Mounds 
and Breac hes amongſt us. They are (as hath been already 
obſerv'd ) the Papiils, the Socinians, the Deiſts, the Quakers, 
the Anabaptiſts, the Presbyterians, the Independents, be- 
fides many other Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. As to the 
Papiſts, no one will deny but that our Differences with them 
are of things of the higheſt Importance, though they profeſs 
the ſame Faith. But is it not a thing of as great Importance 
to deny the Divinity of Chriſt, and run into the embracing 
ſeveral Hereſies condemn d by the Catholick Chufehh as the 
Socinians and Deiſts are known to do; who, for denying the 
Lord that bought em, and renouncing the Satisfaction wrought 
for them by his Sufferings, are condemn d by S. Peter, and 
are by the Spirit of God ſaid to bring upon themſelves ſwift . 
Deſtruction ? 1s it a thing indifferent in it ſelf, and of es 
Importance to lay aſide both Sacraments, ' as the Quakers 
are known to do, and bring all Religion to Enthuſiaſm, and 
an unintelligible Jargon of a Light within, the better to 
put out the Light of the Goſpel, and make the Scriptures as 
a dead Letter, to fignifie little; and all this the bet - 


e to a \ Expoſitionof- thay 39 ö 


ter te Wt a Dizbelief of ſeveral of the Articles of the 
M 

Is it a thing 0 very ** to be . with, to admit 

that we are none of us Chriſtians, becauſe we were \bap- 
tie d in our Infaney ? And yet this is che Doctrine of — 
Anabaptiſt Which we cannot come up to; beſides many o- 
ther extravagant Opinions, as to a Power of Preachi ng,” 
without any Pretence to Orders of any kind; as alſo. with 
reſpect to Civil Government, which any one of common 
Seule muſt allow, and the Lutheran Divine himſelf. would. 
ſoon: ha allowed to be far from being of their own na- 
ture indifferent, - Then, Laſtly, as to ſuch as it is probable 
the Biſhop Aid his Eye upon moſt, when he ſeems to 
think the Fbjocion: 1 is of ſo great weight as to behove us; 
to conſyerit well: Is it a thing of ſmall, Importance, a: 
une en erent to an Eſtabliſhed Church, to have it diſpu⸗ 
ed whether the Members of it are a Church or not? 
3 the Church, as a Mother, hath a right to any; 
degree of Honour arid Reſpect from her Children 27 
Can it be reckon'd as a thing indifferent to an Epiſco- 
pal Church to have it queſtioned whether Epiſeopacy be 
2 law ful Iaſtitution or not? or whether we ought for 
peace ſake to throw up the Commiſſion we can ſo plaioly, 
prove to deſcend down to us from the Apoſtles themſelves, 
(and conſequently from Chriſt.) and for the future deriye 
all Spiritual Pow er, either from the Choice of the People 
and a Call from a Congregation in the Independant way; 
or change Epiſcopacy, though as ancient as Chriſtianity, 
for Presbytery, which was never pretended to as an Eſtab- 
liſhment,till Calvin, and that only at, firſt upon the Account 

of abſolute Neceſſuy 2 And yet, unleſs we will come up to 

this, all other Overtures for Peacę, we are bande 2 

tisfied will ſigniſie nothing. Lheſe are the principal #7 ounds. 
and Breaches in the Church of. England. :,, .;Theſe:; are, the 
points that keep us ſrom being all of one Mind: It is by 
theſe Differences we are unbappily disjointed and divided: 
But whether theſe are of things of : /eſs Importance ; 3 whe⸗ | 
ther the Lutheran had been rightly informed, is not hard to 
Judge 3 or whether we differ only about Forms of Govern- 
O. 2 ment 
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1385 ment and Worſhip, and about things that ure f their. own 
. The contrary is ſo very plain and unde- 
that it looks very odd that the Biſhap ſhould ſay, 
4 5 he will uur preſume to rell us how he anſwer'd the Lutheran 
ll  whenas there is no true Son of the Church of — 
ttmat has ever turned his Thoughts to theſe Matters, ws e- 
| ven before ever he had the Benefit of the Biſhop of Sarun's 4 
Prayer for his further Enlightoning, knew very well how to 
7 very full Anſwer to ſo common, and ene week 
ion. ' 
8 his Lordſhip is pleer'd ſo oſten to touch upon 
this Sering, and inſinuate his Wiſhes of Compliances on 
tze Churches ſide, nun of Differences, and the 
uniting of Proteſtants, as our Diſſenters expect to be call d, 
to ſhew how. impracticable a thing it is in Nature to have the = 
ſo much wiſh'dfor chenſion begin with Conceſſions 
to be made by the Church, even before they are ask d; let 
us but fairly ſtate the matter how 2 8 a muſt be ordered 


wenne * 


1. Whereas We hve Difſonters of ſeveral ſores, i 

and: never yet agree, (nor is it likely they ever ſhould a- 

gree) upon what Terms or Alterations to be made in our 
Forms of Government and Worſhip they would all come in. 
To endeavour to pleaſe one and diſpleaſe another, is only a 
ſure way of bringing all things into Conſufion, and can ne- 
ver oonſiſt with the abn. wg Lend Cog 4. 
n LOGAN in order. © 


2. Before 18 jo uae "oy Union deſir d: 1 
diſclaim che very Eſſentials of a Church which eonſiſt in a 
— Chriſt and his —— preach tlie Goſpel, 


and adtminiſter the Sacraments, and give Rules and Directi- 
| ons for the carrying on the Service God, and leave eve- 
ry one to y as he pleaſes, and worſhip as he pleaſes, and 


| hear whom he pleaſes, and believe what he pleaſes, and thus 
break all the Bonds of Unity and Communion, Harn 
ſpe& of uniting with we know ne. 1 


"Boſe — big he 3 9 2-tiele 
This is in effect to un-churclour-ſobves with the © 
| of having. u few more titan — — 


the Officesof Religion, which isthe boſt Term aſk bday: 5 


| mags aware eas d. 


— 46 why clones Jovi Ak ons Proteſlart Diflmters c. 
kingenlyfive orf ef the chief Sects a them) be- 
fore we can do it, we muſt lay afide feveral 


(which if done in due time, might have ſuved the Biſhop of 


Sarum a great deal of trouble in expounding- them) e 
muſt cancel our Canons, —— one Ordevs, or dechre- 5 


oy” ſs, Ef not ft 


chrome id Common-Preyer Book, quite- ales the. - 
Conſtitution of the Govermment fb far as concens me 


Lords Spiritual: We muſt perfectiy ne mold boch q, 


<A We muſt, ro pleaſe che Auabaptiſia, be all bap-- 
ti 


oor 3 And to pleaſe the Quakers, venounce Wator- 
deey th Sen of Chil and ere e no ll 
ny the'Divinity o C never gi to aily 
but the Furher, if we hope for Peate wich the Socinian. 
Theſe and ma 
if de have any 9 ThoupittoP: 4 


- and would: - 


not have it any longer aid thar we differ with _— 95 


things of teſs -importavce,” u8 is ſuggeſted in the Epiſtie, or 
«bout things mnilifferent, as in the reſues before s 
But now, on the other hand, ſmes it is itmpollible: FRIFELY 
Church to come up to ſuch Terms as will pleaſe: ail Diſſen- 
— thereby t put an end to our Differences; till the ure 
all agreed among 
to ſuppoſe they ever ſhould be,) It is vide that the blame: - 


'F 


of Separation wholly lies at the Door of the Diſſenters: is 
to them, and not to the Church, we owe our Diviſtons. 


There is not any thing ef meme tiiey c object to us: 
But if chere be ſuch a khing as Hereſte or Schiſm; if 


there be ſuch a ching as à Church er Church-Goverament,: .. 


il there de an Obngationtꝰ Degeney and Order im Religt- 
on; if all are net upon thetevdl] But chere is in Seripture 


ok. 
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dur Articles 


ny-other, are che Terms we muſt cone up ta 


hoarkives (help vi morilly g i 


| doch a ching as 96— 0 et 


1 en e Joe Paſagerin the © - ©, 
of Government there muſt be both in Church and S | 
then that which the Church of Exgland hath to ſay for! het 
not being able to comply with her ſeveral Adverſaries, is 
this, that it is impoſſible to pleaſe them all, eſpecially con his. 
dering, that what they inſiſt upon and oppoſe, are things 
ſo very material, as to be of the very Eſſence!” of a 
Church; and at the ſame time, what we have to object 
againſt them is „that for the moſt part they ſeparate 
tom us, upon pretence of a few Ceremonies 2 
which they themſelves cannot but acknowledge to 
of their own nature indifferent; they may come in to us — 
the Help of a very ſmall degree of Chriſtian Submiſſion 
and Compliance; but for the Church to pretend to go in 
co all chat diſſent from dier, cannot end in ons ching leſs 
than an intire ceaſing to be a Church. a7 ej { 
This beiug the true State of the Caſe men the Sharch: 
of Englandand. our — with reſpect to the Differences 
in Religion beten them and us, it plainly follows, that tho 
—— Be very practicable, and is no more than what 1 IS) | 
now granted by Law, yet a Comprehenſion is imprac 
ble n Expoſition(ecrs altogether to look that 
way, ande ud be apt to gueſs it to have been penn'd. 
F chat putpole; Net, ſhould it meet with any Counte- 
mcg om Authority, it muſt neceſſarily, and of courſe 
end in the utter Deſtruct ion of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and. 
. .. nas much Confuſion as would * the having no Face 0 i 
AC Government in the State Dal 03 Gt 3 03-11% 
Is obe without ſome ſort of Government, and a Compe- 
tent degree of dubjection and Conformity in all Inferiours 
towards their Supe s, be it in the Church or in the 
State, according-to what the Laws of each do ere. can- Bl 
not but be highly deſtructive, and in its Conſeq e very) -4 
- - fatal as well te the one as to the er.. 
And now it is not hard to judge 5 Fa foch "Ck 40 1 
a Preface could be meant in favour of the Eſtabliſn d Church. 2 
Tor an Author to raiſe. an Ohjection (be it from himſelf or 
5 — another) and then not only decline the giving it a 
1 —— * 2 TROP to: Gol L 
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| | Preface to the Expoſition on the 39 Articles. 
for a particular Aſſiſtance upon ſo extraordinary an Occa- 
ſion, as if an extraordinary Illumination were needful in 
this caſe, and that the uſual ordinary Means were not ſuffici- 
ent to remove ſo great a Difficulty; Thus to make 
a Shew of the Objection being next to unanſwerable, 
is to leave the Reader much more at a loſs than he finds 
him, laying a Neceſſity upon him to recurr to his own 
firſt Notions of things, and the ſtrength of his own Reaſon- 
ing, to extricate himſelf from the Difficulties, which, by 
what he hath been reading, he finds himſelf under: And, 
ſhould the reſt of the Work be of a piece with this Begin» 
ning, a Man will be apt to give over very often with no 
{mall Diſguſt betore he comes to the End of the Book, very 
juſtly complaining of being diſappointed, and rather put 
back than advanc d, when thus he muſt be fore d to help 
himſelf at every turn ſome other way, inſtead of being bet» 
ter inform'd by what is call'd an Expoſition. | 
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